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Tundra TimesTimesITime-
sAnchorage's

Time-
sAnchorage's

I

Anchorage'sAnchorages' Native parentsparents-
say

parents-
saysay they arearc more con1fortablecon1fortable-
with

cor tfortabletfortable-
withwith the school districdistrict'sdistricts'ss' atten .

dance and discipline poicypolicy) afterafter-
school

after-
schoolschool board members acepted aa-

proposed
a-

proposedproposed in.houseinhousein. house and in.districtindistrictin.district-
suspension

in .districtdistrict-
suspensionsuspension for students .

But one parent said sheshe-
feared

she-
fearedfeared the program might bebe-
doomed

be-
doomeddoomed because a counselingcounseling-
budget

counseling-
budgetbudget to guide students isis-

small

is-

smallsmall .,

Joann Thorp ., chairperson ofof-
the

of-
thethe Attendance and DisciplineDiscipline-
Native

Discipline-
NativeNative Review Committee , saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe school board decided toto-
allocate

to-
allocateallocate $211,380211380$ , for suspentionsuspention-
programs

suspention-
programsprograms ,.

The money will be spent onon-
three

on-
threethree programs and staffstaffsalariessalaries .

A student intervention programprogram-
will

program-
willwill be developed at DimondDimond-
Mears

Dimond-
MearsMears High School.. An in.disindisin .dis .

trict suspension program will bebe-
developed

be-
developeddeveloped for students who areare-
suspended

are-
suspendedsuspended because of drug oror-
alcohol

or-
alcoholalcohol related problems .

An in.schoolinschoolin .school suspension pro .

gram will be developed forfor-
students

for-
studentsstudents who are suspended forfor-
non.substance

for-
nonnon.substancenonsubstancenon .substance abuse reasons .

The programs will be staffedstaffed-
by

staffed-
byby teachers except for the drugdrug-
program

drug-
programprogram which may be staffedstaffed-
by

staffed-
byby contract counselors whowho-
already

who-
alreadyalready work in the drug coun .

seling field .

Thorp said, "It'sIts" ' almost bud .

geted for failure because of thethe-
low

the-
lowlow budget for contract coun .

seling . It may not be enough . "

When the district does devel .

op an in.districtindistrictin .district suspensionsuspension-
program

suspension-
programprogram for alcohol and drugdrug-
abusers

drug-
abusersabusers who choose to stay inin-
school

in-
schoolschool , Thorp said the NativeNative-
community

Native-
communitycommunity has to have inputinput-
about

input-
aboutabout the selected school..

She said , "MyMy" major concernconcern-
is

concern-
isis the school.. . . . IfIfwewe can havehave-
aa good site and get a lot of kidskids-
it

kids-
itit may be successfuL." She saidsaid-
Native

said-
NativeNative input and committmentcommittment-
will

committment-
willwill be needed in selecting thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool site . Speaking of thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool district she added , "TheyThey"They-
need

"They-
need

"
need to commit funds to supsup-sup-
port

.-

port these types of programs .""
Secondary School SUperivisorSUperivisor-

Bill

Superivisor-

BillBill Mell sailsaid.! East and West highhigh-
schools

high-
schoolsschools have the largest NativeNative-
enrollment

Native-
enrollmentenrollment 'withwith' ,. .approximatelyapproximately.
120 Native students in each highhigh-
school

high-
schoolschoolschoolDistrict.. -DistrictDistrict- wide NativeNative-
students

Native-
studentsstudents comprise ' about eighteight-
percent

eight-
percentpercent of the enrollment oo-
nearly

ofof-
nearlynearly 18,0001800018,000students, students .

At a. previous school$hool boardboard-
meeting

board-
meetingmeeting Native education groupsgroups-
protested

groups-
protestedprotested the district'sdistricts' policy be .
causecauseit-itit- didn'tdidnt' include in.houeinhouein-houseinhousein.houe-
or

inhouse-
or

.- $

or in.districtindistrictin-districtindistrict.- suspension ., NativeNative-
parents

Native-
parentsparents also '. felt the districtdistrict-
didn't

district-
didn'tdidn'tdidnt' address why the highest

I

dropout ratcrate is among NativeNative-
students

Native-
studentsstudents ,.

MellMcll felt the suspension pro .

grams would not benefit NativeNative-
students

Native-
studentsstudents because , Natives have aa-

high
a-

highhigh absentee rate overall , butbut-
Natives

but-
NativesNatives aren'tarent' being suspended .

The programs are targeted onlyonly-
for

only-
forfor suspendedsuspendedstudentsstudents .

MellMall said , "SuspensionSuspension" iso'tisotisn'tisntiso't-
the

isn't-
the

'
the problem . TIleyThey have ' aa-

problem
a-

problemproblem withwlth'attendancewlthattendance
'

attendance ., "
1110rpThorp said , "WeWe" want toto-

know
to-

knowknow why our students aren'tarent' inin-

school
in-

schoolschool..
" Later in the interviewinterview-

she
interview-

sheshe said , "In-house"InInhouse" - suspensionsuspension-
will

suspension-
willwill probably help non.NativenonNativenon-NativenonNativenon.Native-
students

nonNative-
students

.-

students more .". " Last year NativeNative-
students

Native-
studentsstudents enrolled in the AnchAnch-Anch-
oiage

-.
olageoiage SchuulSeliuul District missedmissedananan-
average

an-
averageaverage of 16 days per semestersemester-
but

semester-
butbut this year that figure hashas-
dropped

has-
droppeddropped to 10 days per semessemes-semes-
ter

-.
ter .

Thorp said the district hasn'thasnt'

made a decision on whether oror-
not

or-
notnot the program will be manda .

tory . She said , "ShouldShould" it bebe-

mandatory
be-

mandatorymandatory in order for themthem-
students

them-
students(students ) to regain their right toto-

attend
to-

attendattend school ?'" She added thatthat-
the

that-
thethe process of deciding on anan-

optional
an-

optionaloptional or mmandatoryndatory programprogram-
would

program-
wouldwould have"tohavetohave "to debated .

1110rpThorp said most of AnchAnch-Anch-
orage's

.-

orage'sorages' Native education comcom-com-

munity
.-

munity is sat1sfiedsatisfied with thethe-

policy
the-

policypolicy plan if tilethe right school isis-

selected
is-

selectedselected .

"WeWe"
, as a community , feelfeel-

the
feel-

thethe policy is positive . At thethe-

beginning
the-

beginningbeginning there
'

wasn'twasnt' an op .

tion( ion . TIleThe next problem we faceface-
is

face-
isis procedure .

"
FinalFinalapprovalapprovalapprovalufapprovalofufof the AttenAtten-Atten-

dance

.-

dance and Discipline Policy maymay-
not

may-
notnot take place until later thisthis-

summer
this-

summersummer but the schoschoolJ boardboard-
will

board-
willwill considrer the polcypolicy( at aa-

June
a-

JuneJune meeting .


