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Martha Aiken

Whaling means hard work
by Beverly Patkotak GrinageGrinage-
Tundra

Grinage-
TundraTundra TimesTimes-

In
Times-

InIn the past 10 years we havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen engrossed with so muchmuch-
infonnatton

much-
informationinfonnattoninformation about Inupiat whal .

ing , that we can reverberatereverberate-
the

reverberate-
thethe hunt to any novice AlaskanAlaskan-
asas though we had been a whalerwhaler-
ourselves

whaler-
ourselvesourselves .

But there is one area that wewe-
seem

we-
seemseem to have overlooked . thethe-
importance

the-
importanceimportance of women in Inu .

platpiat whaling .

Martha , Aiken of Barrow ,

daughter of a long line ofof-
whaling

of-
whalingwhaling captains and also thethe-
wife

the-
wifewife of a retired whaling cap-capcap-
tain

-,

taintarn , couldn'tcouldnt' have said it betbet-bet-
ter

.-

ter when she said "thethe" rolerolcrole-

of
rolc-

ofof a whaling captain'scaptains' wife isis-

a

is-

aa year-roundyearround- job ., "
During the summer whenwhen-

most
when-

mostmost people are busy fisWngfishing,

duck hunting and ugrukugruk-
bearded

ugruk-
bearded(bearded seal ) hunting the whalwhal-whalwhal-

ing

-.
ing captain'scaptains' wife is alreadyalready-
thinking

already-
thinkingthinking about Spring whaling .

"SheShe" must keep in mind thethe-
need

the-
needneed for ugruk skins used forfor-
making

for-
makingmaking the umiaq (boat ) . These-
skins

TheseThese-
skinsskins are cut with the flippersflipper-
sintact

flippers-
intactintact.,

"OnceOnce" you cut the skins ,
you immediately begin preparingpreparing-
them

preparing-
themthem ,"," said Martha , "andand" youyou-
tend

you-
tendtend to them all summer byby-
keeping

by-
keepingkeeping them out of directdirect-
sunlight

direct-
sunlightsunlight and covering them whenwhen-
itit rains ."

"EvenEven" on summer boatingboating-
trips

boating-
tripstrips we keep an eye out forfor-
driftwood

for-
driftwooddriftwood that can possibly bebe-
used

be-
usedused for the froritfront and backback-
of

back-
ofof the umiaq .,

tt"tt-
InIn the faUfall , a whaling cap-capcap-

tain's
cap-

tain's

-

tain'stains' wife has to rememberremember-
toto save caribou legs to sewsew-

into
sew-

intointo maklaksmakiaks for her husband'shusbandshusband's-
whaling

husband's-
whalin

'
whalingwhalin attire . Besides sewinsewi

the whaling captain'scaptains' outfit ,

the wife sews the skins for thethe-
umiaq

the-
umiaqumiaq with the other womenwomen-

in

women-

inin the village .

Martha said her stepmotherstepmother-
had

stepmother-
hadhad made it a point to teach .,

.

'

her how to sew the skins forfor-
the. the umiaaumi . Thea stitchtitch used in

making the boat waterproof isis-
quite

is-
quitequite an invention .

At the wake ofofspringspring ,
Martha said "TheThe" main thingthing-
aa wife makes sure is to see ifif-
the

if-
thetheclothingbecausehusband has wannwarm clothing
because the men wear theirtheirContinued(Continued on Page NinNine)
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clothing

Eight-

clothingclothing aUall the time ; even while-
sleeping

whilewhile-
sleepingsleeping since you may bebe-
awakened

be-
awakenedawakened to start chasing aa-
whale

a-
whalewhale at once , and helie alsoalso-
needs

also-
needsneeds a spare outfit in casecase-
the

case-
thethe other one gets wet .

Prior to the launching of thethe-
whaling

the-
whalingwhaling crew , the captain'scaptains' wifewife-
makes

wife-
makesmakes certain that the iceice-
ceUar

Ice-
cellarceUarcellar used for storing maktakmaktak-
and

maktak-
andand whale meat , is clean andand-
ready

and-
readyready .

Martha'sMarthas' stepmother always-
instructed

alwaysalways-
InstructedInstructed her to keep thethe-
house

the-
househouse ready at aUall times : "ThereThere"There-
must

"There-
must

"
must be water at the house
. ready for cooking at anyany-
moment

any-
momentmoment .

" Her husband pointpointspoints-
outout other things that need toto-
be

to-
bebe taken care of such as tentstents-
that

tents-
thatthat need to be mended or thethe-
need

the-
needneed for new canvas windwind-
breakers

wind-
breakersbreakers .

\ After a whale has beenbeen-
caught

been-
caughtcaught , Martha has to make

sure that there is enough waterwater-
to

water-
toto last throughtout the feast ,

since a feast is held in thethe-
captains

the-
captainscaptains house as soon as therethere-
ii enough maktakmaktakandand whalewhale-
meat

whale-
meatmeat brought onshore to begin
feastingbeginfeasting

.

The feast usually lasts oneone-
day

one-
dayday and everyone is invited .

It Is here that a captain'scaptainscaptain's-
wife's

captain's-
wife's

'

wife'swifes' planning Is crucial be-bebe-

cause
be-

cause
-

cause she must have enoughenough-
plates

enough-
platesplates , pots for cooking , andand-
ingredients

and-
ingredientsingredients for Eskimo dough-
nuts

dough-doughdough-
nuts

-

nuts , coffee , and tea to feedfeed-
the

feed-
thethe entire village .

AsAs for the children , "II"I-
always

"I-
always

"
always want the children to bebe-
the

be-
thethe first oneones to receive freshfresh-
maktak

fresh-
maktakmaktak , " she said , and I givegive-
them

give-
themthem the same amount ofof-
maktak

of-
maktakmaktak as I would an adult .

"
She said it is importantimportant-

forfor a captain'scaptains' wife to be reore-
ospected

re-rere-

spected
-

spected both by the childrenchildren-
and

children-
andand the adults . "ThisThis" respect

comes only from being friendlyfriendly-
and

friendly-
andand generous .

"
From the amount of laskstaskslasks-

a
tasks-

aa captain'scaptains' wife is requiredrequired-
toto perfonnperform , one would thinkthink-
that

think-
thatthat the captain'scaptains' wife couldcould-
do

could-
dodo nothing but devote all ofof-
her

of-
herher time to these tasks but forfor-
Martha

for-
MarthaMartha , this was only a smallsmall-

part
small-

partpart of her life .

Besides raising her children ,

one of whom is Robert Aiken ,

Jr ". , a familiar face at the WorldWorld-

Eskimo
World-

EskimoEskimo Indian Olympics , she hashas-
worked

has-
workedworked with the North SlopeSlope-
Dorough

Slope-
BoroughDoroughBorough School District as anan-

Inuplaq
an-

InupiaqInuplaqInupiaq teacher and later develdevel-develdevel-

oping

-.
oping bilingual curriculium forfor-
the

for-
thethe NSBNSBschoolsschools and KBRWKBRW-

broadcasting
KBRW-

broadcastingbroadcasting ,.

Although women are a vitalvital-

part

vital-

partpart of Inupiat whaling , MarthaMartha-
said

Martha-
saidsaid that the men have to bebe-

commended
be-

commendedcommended for the quicknessquickness-
and

quickness-
andand bravery in times of extremeextreme-
danger

extreme-
dangerdanger during whaling .


