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recently the anchorage news published a group of informative
articles by jane pender of big lake onoh the north slope and its
eskimo population the series was obviously the result of extensive
investigation and considerable personal experience one of the
remarkable and almost unbelievable statistics inin the series crisis
on the north slope indicated that there are 57 million acres on
the slope and the eskimos through the benevolence of the do-
part

de-
partmentpartment of the interior own a sum ttotalota1

l of approximately 750
acres if you like to makecomparisonsmake comparisons thus6 is means that the eskimos
own just about one halfhali of a square foot of evereverysquareeveryasquareysquaresquare mile of
land on the north slope afefefefbeforeore the cocomingaimingiming of the white man with
his disease whiskey religion andandjustice28qooi ust ice 28000eae eskimossk imos managed
to wrest a living and a self respecting existence from the mostrho st
hostile environment on the face of the earths to accomplish this
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they utilized all of the area north of the brooks range
the authoressauthor ess documented and discussed at length how within

the past three years the department of interior had legally given
awawayay two million acres of eskimo lands by tiethe mechanics of plac-
ing an ad in a weekly interior alaska publication anadan ad that was
hidden on an inside page of a weekly paper that was written in the
legalistic mumbobumbo jumbo of a language many eskimos could not
have understood even if they had been able to read this is not

impecablyimpeccably legal as it has been described this is legallegaflegac shysterismshysterism
and is wrong as a 18th century constitution that allowed slavery

but over above and beyond the quiet legalistic footfootworkfootwovkfootwoykwoYk

which sneaked this deal past the unsuspecting eskimoEskimo otherothee highly
questionable actions have been taken by federal land authorities
the fact that former federal employees who were involved in land
administration are now in private land businessyusinessYubusinesssiness in the very areas
where they previously established poheypohcypot1cy certainly represents a
conflict of interest while this situation with respect to federal
administrators may not be illegal it does have ethical implications
which are prejudicial to those dedicated department of interior
employees who attempt to fairly implement federal land policies

the eskimo of alaska has been disenfranchizeddisenfranchised by the depart-
ment of interior of the previous administration in the same way
that they were cheated out of their lands by the czar of russia a

hundred years ago the czar of all the russians denied that the
eskimo and indian had any rights or standing as property owners
the benevolent department of interior under the leadership of
secretary udall has done the exact same thing this is not an idle
jest or opinion the department of interior in the federal register
of september 23 1966 decided that the eskimo i

would not be
allowed the protection which any man in any part of the lower 48
white or black but not the eskimo in alaska could expect when
the federal government sells an oil lease on the ground where he
lives what makes the white or black settler of the other states any
different from the alaskan eskimo settler or resident perhaps mr
udall the johnson administration secretary of pearlorintflriorpjarlorpjArlor can
explain the action of the department which denied the rights of an
american citizen to all of the eskimos who live along the chuckichecki
sea the wording of this masterpiece of discrimination is as
follows the provision of federal laws pertaining to settlers are
not applicable to offers filejfilefalej in this area thetheotnands10 il jandib6rderborder-
ing the chukchi sea are considered by many to be the hottest
unproven potential oil lands in the world today

the federal land regulations state a patneteePatnetee who made entry
prior to february 25 1920 shall be entitled to a preference
right to a lease A settler whose settlement was made prior to
1920 also has such a preference right the regulation is repeated for
emphasis A settler whose settlement was made prior to 1920 has a
preference right this means that before a lease can be issued the
settler must be given the opportunity to obtain the lease but the
department of interior has officially decided that this provision of
USU S law willwili not apply to eskimos all of the north slope has been
the exclusive home of the eskimo since earliest recorded history
the fact that the eskimo most likely was not financially able or
or interested in buying the lease in question is besides the point
the fact remains that this is a provision of federal law and the
laws of the untiedunited states have been circumvented for some unstat-
ed reasons

will the department of interior dare to explain why the eskimos
along the chukchi sea were denied their rights as settlers will the
department of interior dare to investigate and establish who has
benefited from the decision that was published in the federal
register of september 23 1966 this decision denied the eskimo
settlers along the chukchi sea the protection of US law why

Is the situation with respect to settlers the only unusual occur
ance in northern alaska land transactions in recent years most
definitely no there have been subtle and unpublicizedpublicizedun decisions
that have conveyed title under curious circumstances Is the
eskimo the only one who is being cheated notnot hardly every
american who has not personally pocketed cash as a result of the
multimillionmulti million dollar blunders of the department of interiors oil
land policies in northern alaska is faced with losing his share of

americas resources the richest potentialpolential oil lands in the history
of america are being given away for 50 cents an acre by a govern-
ment agency which at some level of administration is apparently
incapable of managing the riches of america

there is an unwritten but definite trait in american ethics that
to steal 10 is a sin but to steal 10 million is a mark of social
success if the oil leases and the 20 million acres of offers to lease
which were made on the slope in the last six months of 1968 are
legitimized by either the bureau of land management or the state
of alaska the voting public must accept their portionofportion of theguiltthe guilt
for this misappropriation of the natural resources of america

the fact that a questionable deal turns 0outut to beabe a billion dollar
bonanza does not transform the phony original agreement inthaintoainto a
legitimetelegitimatelegitim ete transaction there is somethingissomething about the potential oil
lands the land freeze that was not a land freeze and other ststrangiran9p
happenings that have a bad smell

has there been dishonesty in oil land leaseactivitylease activity in northern
alaska cosaytosayto say the least there have beenbeenandarid continue to be ad-
ministrative irregularities the irregularitiesirregul a ritieihaveinvariablyhave invariably aworkworkedwwork
to the benefitbendfbendait of a very smallasmallgsmall groupcaupeaup when do asaas6apergesaperiesries

i
ofadministraofadiiiinistha

tive blunders ininyplvingnv iving hundredsofhundredshundredsofof Mmillions1 11 ions ofof doldollarslarsces ceceaseiase to be
honest mistalrmista lR where there is smoke couldco6lcoald there be fire isanisah
investigation indicated if such an investigation Andiindicatesandicateindicatecates that
honesty has prevailed we will all have momorere confidence in our
govergovernmenth

iment who can object to this


