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The Sad Exodus. ..
(Continued from page B
Yukon River. She pleaded that the message be put in the
paper so people could read it and realize what native
mothers have to go through every fall of the year. That
time of year is the time for sadness among great many
mothers throughout the state when their children make
a great exodus to school “like migrating geese every fall.”

Perhaps the Galena mother, having had to send her
high school aged children, was a little more fortunate
than other native mothers who have had to send their six,
seven, and eight-year-old children to school 500, 1,000,
or more miles away. Perhaps she is, also, bearing the add- .
ed tug of the heart other mothers have to endure when
they have to send their very young ones off to school.
Anyway one looks at the situation, he cannot help but
feel that there is something cruel about the operation— -
the wresting of little ones from their parentsin the name
of seeming high goal of education. It makes one wonder
whether the child will have lost something—the parental
connection and care he needs when very young.

A New York man writes to the editor of Tundra
Times:

“I was saddened to see the enclosed news story
concerning boarding of sik, seven, eight-year-old children.

“The effect of scparating children of this agefrom
their homes is likely to cause great damage to their
emotional development-damage that far outweighs any
educational benefit that the children may derive from the
school situation.”

It is certain that both children and their parents lose
so'nething in their family relationship when their children
have to be sent away for the great part of the year. One
of the fruits of this educational arrangement may be the
rising tide of juvenile delinquency in villages—something
that-used to be almost non-existent in the past. One hears
native parents say, “Our children are losing respect for
their parents. It is getting harder to control them.”

We think we are close to being right when we say
that more than a quarter of a million dollars is spent cach
year by the Burcau of Indian Affairs to transport the
native children to schools within Alaska and to Lower 48.
Why not put the noney into 60 or more classroom school
buildings in villages where they're needed? This repeated
year after year could make a big dent in the lack of class-
room space now existing.

In addition, we would like to suggest that

It was earty on a fine summer '_
day when | rounded 2 point and
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