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chalkyitsikexceptCHALKY ITS I1 K except for the resourcefulness
of ft yukon air service bbushush pilopilotsis thepa villagesis
of chalkyitsikchalkyltsikChalky itsik and venetia might have been a
bit cold this winter despite a shortrunwayshort runway at
chalkyitsikChalky itsik the pilots transportedtranspartedorted 420004000 gallons

of fuel oil tofothdtw6vthe two vhtasesiaq&s using linytny petenesptenespin4s4 isS
tiny tankers Asasaa result the children of the two
vfvillagesflages arear6ara going to school in warm classrooms

photo by cjucj4m DARBY

ingeniousirs ayam9yam
V bush pilotsON convert46nveftC

smallS all planes into tinyT TAtankersakers0kers
to furnishaumluml fuel for Ttwowtoyfvillagesflages

by CMCH DARBY

it was a close call but the
residents of chalkyitsikchalkyitsik and ven
etie can rest easily now the fuel
oil is in for the village schools
and the childrenchid dren willww make it
through the winter fahi warm
buildings

nhepwhep the first of sepiembetseriembet
arrived and the annual fuel oild
shipment hadnt been received
for the big dieseldiesel eriengineses and
furnaces in the bureau of indian
affairs schools at either lotilocationtion
village parents began to worry

the transportation contract
called forfot 4200042.000 gallons of oil
to be delivered 2500025.000 toio chalkthalkchalk
fitsikyitsikyyitsik and 17000 to venetiaVenetie
from the bulk storage tanks at
ft yukon

the problem was that the
last boat had long since gone
downriverdownriver ground transportation
waswaif impossibleimpo isiblei and the snow
was duediue to startstart falling at any
time

the answer was of course
shipment by air but again the
villagers were siystymiedsiymiedmied the big
hercules and 046 ankerstankers
couldnt land atst the small fields
because oficonditionsofconditions and length
especially at chalkyfislicchalky itzikitxik

there the strip thoughlistedthough listed
as 1300 feet long barely manmart
aged to end up with much moreindre
than 900feei900 feet of usable runway
the first 300 feet had been
cleared at one time but wasvas
now grown overever with weeds
and running across the middle
was 4a deep ditch just baitinwaitinwaiting to
trap some unwary pilot

it was going to beb6ba a coldvold
winter ifit someone didnt find an
answer

twotwoeytwoeuaallamll known alaska bushlush
pilotsots tommy olson and cliff
fairchild owners ofor ftFL yukon
air service came up with the
solution since the bitb ones
Couldcouldntret do thethejobjob theyd build
a pair of tiny Tantankerskeri which
would bebib able to jamima aanaan4 taketae
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off from hiedw nawnwwMM

abwafwa1wt LIAbt4nmi
compactcomiactcofficofui act UOboa
to nome anioinioMI w8wanta
fromfroin odetodmt4wher op I1 I1 so oki N

itt coulatcouldt 71w &ftt dwy
Uualttsidtofwtysaid tompatomp4 altraxamtr4x awk
tkinkjcirki04 fr alone jimliw of
caiyucanyuc3mw4 mtoaddpo60bd bickwncfebimk of oaed
to the vaarsvflmwvaaps ntfftcrnwjw than thedw
bulk pjpfoikt we hd a affer-
entebtidtcide

W picked two of our piones
for theZ jebajofe a cessna 206 34superf
tibo skymsicywafofl and a ftuerftperiripff
cheioie300cherofceCherofce 300 becomebocauaebecowe ilwybkiwytiwy both
had big cargo doorsdam adait the
seats werewem easily imkaremob4eimkaoshieoshie
greergreet tank anaan4an wgdinginbridifwridif MI fair
banks made us a papstirpftirw of 180
gallon tanksanks that would just fit
1hr9uthrough the doors and we fast-
ened ifiethemin down to thetm cargoso
fittings big two4ntwo inch oveatpveatpipe at ththe
end of the tanks allowedallowlallowad for
quick unkw4liftunkaditfi when tidtied into a
ima perhnegmobftepeohne pump1 at thewthe vffl
agesalmon sunday sept 22 the
mstamftdensinstautiens were cocomplete and
tommy flew to ft yukon where
he and cliff made a coucouple of
trialtrw runs into cnakyuikchiskyltsik a

they loaidkwdedloa&d from ai thousand
gallon tank onoin skids that had
beenbinh draped46wd out Wto the anportalport
from the standard oil03 bulk
plantplanttplantthercdienherc YV

it was better than we ex
peakallpcctedpetkall tommy reported

Lamlambingloadwglamfingfing was abowatow49w about 20
mifiutestog usinausinfusinli gravityity flowMW from
theth b tank irdlebut he olt4oding04t40ding
was woikterhriwooderfidwooderfid we couldZOOM mptyapty
the I110kfmiremifhjtesso V40ow in dim minutet
nat flight amnetmnetknetane bitbetweenween ftFL
yukonyukofl and ChiNCychatkyitsikchincyitsikitsik took
about 20 minutesnamntmtes

mofskymofwkymofidmofld InOmofnincinofintfint jim pippin
ftFL yukon air service pilot who
was to hyfly the super skywagonSkywagon
came up from fatfbnkfjikbenks andmw he
andiw catchffcwt settled into aa MOM or
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12 hoaihofshowi a day wa9twadtiaj flying
back aid forthfmihsmih bebetwewit fumkffmk

Fkliefearlkrklitf inm the wk a salsmlupa91
electric pump ha&uiihd balbfl added to
the ngbig bulkbum tank whichwhkkwhak cut the
loading time fromfront 20 to 10
nwnatesmawtesnwtestes total timelimi for eachch
trip was nnow0W dodownwi n tolo10 55 ininjamjnm
utes wechwhkhwkch helped co6gdoracowdrabfy

ay9y2y tueiytuesday7tuery of thedw scoadwcoadico6oad
week the 25000 factysaoaxact order
for chalkyitakhitbemchalkyitrik had been deewdelwdeliver-
ed

i er
semigaloigskmigalbig vath abouataaboutaabout a dwen

barrelsbamlsbfof lube oil cliffclid nelson
anotheranothir ft yukon air pilot
jhewbewinw fronatom fairbanksfake to re-
place pippin wdBR thetfothetwothe two cliffs
fairchild and nelifiwn4henelson began jhc
vcnetieVC ne tij run

no realreil trouble watwas encount-
ered with the second part of the
contract acreere a1thoughweatheralthough weather
stowedslowed the oWoperationration on several
occasions the awgerkwgerkftji ststripnp onoffer-
ed

er-
ed

er-
ea no problems in landing and
the esthperatlonentire operation was counted
a hure success 01.01

two bush paatspaotsp9oti abiraeir04tr air-
planesplaiies and a little irowirrwiithjfiatioftwi aaionation
had succeededsucceedea iiMI snakingmakwgrnaking satesure
that the dima tould go to
school ththisis winwinter4iiin warmwam com-
fortablefortable buildingsbuil&w like theiraireir fel-
low students in4 the big cities

wiowho says alaska isnt willil
hedizaizx


