
'II'InterestingInteresting-InterestingQuestioniirestingresting '-
, QuestionQu stion '

CanadianCan dian '
'On Claim

The AlaskalaskaJndianAlaska . Indian dainjclaimdairy on
9,0009000, squarear milesmilell of YukonYukon-
Territory

Yukon-
TerritoryTerritory, in Canada.c\lllada.clllada.cclllada.\ ,. hashas-
"certainly

has-
"certainly"certainlycertainly" raisedtiileed'sometiileedsomeraisedsome'somesome' interinter-inteinter-
esting

.-¬
esting questionsquestion ! )," accordingccordingaccording-
to

ccording-
toto a CanadianCanadi 111 governmentgovernmel\tgovernmeltgovernmentgovernmelt-
spokesman

government-
spokesman \Spokesman .

So far thethJ< only reaction frontfromfrom-
Canadians

from-
CanadiansCanadians to Alaskans claimclaim-claim-
ing

claim-
ing

-¬-
ing aboriginalaboriginoi, rights overover-
their

over-
theirtheir territorytelT tory has comeOJlne withwith-
aa letter from GordonGorOOn F . Gib-GibWIGib-
sonj

Gib-

son
>--

'-

son
s-

on
'
sonjson ;, Executive Assistant toto-
Canadian

to-
CanadianCanadian Minister of NorthernNorthellNorthern-
Affairs

!
AffairAffairs* Arthur Laing,

,
.

Gibsonibeon wrotewrote to O'DeanODeanO'DeODeO'Dean-
Williamson

' IJIJW-

illiamsonWilliamson ofor:,
, the BureauBureau\BureausBureauof\; ofof-

Jodi
of-

IndianJodiIndianIII AffairsAlTairs realty officeoffic-
ehr6

office-
hereherehr6! , answering aauaJOurtesy"courtesycourtesyu""courtesy-
letter

JOurtesyJOurtesy-
letter

<
.

letter" WilliamsonWillianaon sent. thethe-
CanadianCanadianCan edi an governmentgoveriiment'sftergoveriimentsftervel'lvellmtnt' '' after thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska claim on Canada hadbadhad-
been

bad-
beenbeen filedfil ed .

The Tundra.Times11loes"Times
"

has askallk-allkask-askallk-
ed

ask-
ed

¬-
ed forforcomment-commentcomment'comment-' from&omom& LaingLaing-
himself

Laing-
himselfhimself and fromf'l'omflomfiom' Lester PearPear-Pear-
son

Pear-
eon

-¬

soneon , Prime Minister ofor CanaCana-Cana-
da

Cana-
da

-¬-
da , buthtlt so80 far no reactionreactiOtl isis-
app

is-
apparentapparentapp aren t..

GibsonGibeon indicatediJdi cllted that thethe-
Alaiika

the-
AlaskaAlaskaAlaiika ClaimOaim , filed by Chal-ChalChal-
kyitsik

Chal-
kyltsik

Chal-
kyitsik

-
kyitsikkyltsik villagersviII agers in earlyearly-
Jun.e

early-
JuneJuneJun.e. , was the first land claimclaim-
indicating

claim-
indicatingindicating aboriginal ownerowner--owner-
ship

owner-
ship

-¬

ship extending across the inin-inin-

tell
in-

ternational
¬-

ternationaltell! ation al boundary betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe two countries..

The "interestinginteresting" quesquelj-queljques-quelj-
tioos

ques-
tions

-¬-
tionstioos ,." accordingIIccolding to WilliamWilliam-William-
son

William-
son

-¬-
sonson,, were just what legallegal-
technicalities

legal-
technicalitiestechnicalities ,. and what prepre-pre-
cedents

pre-
cedents

-¬-
cedents could 'bebe' be setset,, by ththethe-
settlementsettlementeuIeIJ\enteuIeIJent\ '

of an AlaskanAlaskan-
claim

Alaskan-
claimclaim extending into Canada..

The people of ChatkyitaikClialkyitsikChalkyitaikClialkyitsik-
filed

Chalkyitaik-
filedfiled aadaimdaim on 38,00038000, squaresquare-
miles

square-
milesmiles of upper Yukon and PorPor-Por-
cupine

Por-
cupine

-¬-
cupine river country with thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of LendLmdLand ManagementManagemen-
totnce

Managemen-
tofficeofficeotnce in FairbanksFalroanks .

Williamson , with the HABlABIA ,
coordinatedcoordmated the villager'svillagers'

claim filingtiling.
The descriptiondescritjotl!) of thethe-

claim
the-

claimdaimclaim , when "plottedplotted'plotted"'' lotted out pnqnonqn-
map's

on-
mapsmapsmap'smaps' Jbyby,, the BLMBUf ,. found
29,0002900029.000,. squaresqllBre milesmiTes of thethe-
claim

the-
claimdaimclaim in Alaska and 9,00090009.0009.000-
square

9,000-
square

,.
square mileslIIles in Canada . .

The daimclaim extending acrossacrosS-
the

across-
thethe borderLorder raisesrllises questionsq\lestionsqlestions\ onon-

just
on-

justju&tjutjust& how suchsuchasas aboriginalaboriginal-
claim

aboriginal-
claimdaimclaim pretestpictestpld, $t could be settledsettl d ,.

ifititeverifeverever.
The! aboriginalaboriginal.rightsaboriginalrightsrights.rights. quesques-ques-

tion
ques-

tion
-¬-

tion in Alaska is now so bebe-be-be-
wildering

be-
wildering

¬-

wildering and complexcolIIPlf1XcolIIPl f1X it mayJIll\JIllJIll-
be

may-
be \}'be as long ; as 50Ml yearsyellrs beforebefore-
final

before-
finalfinal settlementseettIE1Inent are made .

Special actionCUon&! by the UnitedUnited-
Stlites

United-
StatesStatesStlites CongressCon ss may be nene-nene-
cessary

ne-
cessary

-¬-

cessary to settle the daimsclaims ,.
which-whichwhidrwhichnow- now cover almost 60 %

of Alaska'sAlaskas' totaliotli landlandareaareaarea-
with

area-
withwith a moratorium on federalfederal-
transfer

federal-
transfertransfer of title ..

But what to do00 with a claimclaim-
that

raimraim-

thlithotthlithat extendse1dends across a borderborde-
rcompIiC

border-

complicatescomplicatescompIiCt.estes. the issue stillstill-
further

still-
furtherfartherfurther.

AlthoughAltil\lughAltillughAlthnugh\ villagersvillngers in Chal-ChalOral-OralCha-
lkyitsik

Oral-
kyitsik

Cha-
lkyitsik

-
kyitsik , 5050milesmiles east of FortFort-
Yukon

Fort-
YukonYukon on the Black River,.

filedtiled the claim itself, thethe-
land

the-
landland protest was actuallyactuatlyactuatly-
made

actually-
mademade in thethenamename of all In-InIn-

Confln.d
In-

Coninwd
--

(Confln.dConflndConinwdConinwdon, . on PogoPage 6)6)
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CHIEF PAUL THOMAS-ChiefTHOMASChiefTHOMAS-OtiefOtiefTHOMASOtiefofTHOMASChiefof-- of the village of CholkyitiilcOtalkyitsikChalkyitsik ,
is pointingpOllltlllg east toward Canada where people of the villagevivillage-
are

lIagelIage-
areare claiming some 9,00090009,000square, square miles of CanadianCanadan, soil5011soil-

Photo
501-

1Photo

soil-
Photo

.
-PhotoPhoto- by WALLY OLSON

'InterestingInteresting' Question ' Says Canadian . e. e.e-

Continued(Contlnu.dContlnudContinued. fromfom, PogPogo. 3)3)

diISdi is inw northeasternIlortllea >!tem Alaska .

lie peoplepoople of thesetheRe areas ,.

tivtitth., KutchmsKutclllnsKutchins of Old Crow andwIdwI-
dC

and-
CiCiC. iadaIlIlaadaIlIlalnd( and\lndlndgrid\ thetbe AthabascansAlhllbasc8IsAthabascaiysAlhllbasc8Is-
In

Athabascaiys-

in
)

inInlaskaUasko\laskalaskaAaska\ ,, were of the samesanesam-
eal

sane-
airabalair> nginolrlglnwriginal stock andandsharedsharedshare-
dIll

shared-
thetheIll<' samesUllIe huntinghunttng grounds ,. inIn-

an
in-

anan urea where a boundary linelmelme-
pili

line-
placedpipiliplacedneed( I'dId' by thetbe whitewh )te manmM nownow-

Clt

now-

cutscutC\ltCltcuts\ s" thetbe two notionsnations apart..
'II' i he U.SUSU.SCanadaS-Cw\lwaSCwlwaU.S-CanadaU.SUSCanadaU . .. -CanadaCanada-- \ border ,.

wlwI <, n11'n'' drawn ,. cut straightstrw ght northnortbnortb-
WI

north-

allallWI iigIlgrig the 141st meridianmendlanmendian ., TheThe-
It

TheI-

onIItIonin11 ' cut through huntinghuntmghuntmg-

gl

hunting-
gogrglgo', iindsIIlIdsundsiindsjliarixlIIlIdsJharl'C-jliarixljliarixl-Jharl'C\Jharl'CJharlC.3harod3harodJharl'CL'Oulinunally.3harodcommunally--. '(\ comraunollyL'OulinunallyLOulinunallycommunally'

IIlIdandIIlIdInandinIn m81lYmany caBeScases , left mem-memrnem-rnemmem-
bers

rnem-

hers
-

bershers of tbethe same fwmllesfamilies IIliv-livliv-
ing

-
ing inm both countriescounf.l\escounf.lescounf.lcounfles.'\ .

The line cut across areasareas-
of

areas-
ofofofoldold IndianIud! an societySOCI ety politicalpollpolitical-
control

tl cwcw-
t'Ontrolcontrolt'OntroltOntrolcontrolalso.' alsoWSO ., For hundreds ofof-
years

of-
yearsyears people livingIivingIi ving in easterneastern-
Alaska

eastern-
AlaskaAlaska were under the . jurisJUriS-JUriS-
dICtIOn

juris-
diction

-¬-

diction of ChiefsCluetsChief's' inIII westernwestern-
CanaJa

western-
CanadaCanadaCanaJa .

The boundary didduididnotduinotnot actualactulIl-actulIlactual-actulIl-
Iy

actual-
ly

¬-
lyIy impairnnp8lr people'8people8people'speoples' meansmeWls to aa-
living

a-
livingliving, ofofcoursecourse. For yearsyears-
Alatkwl

years-
AlaskanAlaskanAlatkwl! andalld CanadianCWladlan InIn-InIn-
bans

In-
bans

¬-
diansbans( and Eskimos crossrossedcrossedcrossed-
and

<: rossed-
WIdWIdandWIdrecroandrecrossedre-crorecrore-crossedrecrossed-- sscd Ulethe border atat-
will

at-
willwill .

The ChalkvitsikCluChalkvitsikcasekvllslkkvllslkcaBecacaBecase ISIS-

more
is-

moremore of an acadennacademicc test ofof-
legw

of-
legallegallegw procedures in1/11/ handlingh8lldllllgh8lldllllg1-

81ld
handling-

land181ldland' " d claimsd8lms thantbM an actualacbmlacbml-
dem8lld

actual-
demanddem8llddemandland for ownership of CanCan-Can1-
1(11811

Can-
adian

¬-

adian11(118111111811( territorytemtory by Alaskans .,


