‘Interesting Question’
‘Canadian On Claim

“The ,itaaka Indian claim on
9,000 square miles of Yukon
_"l‘en-itory. in. Canada, has
“certainly raiséd some inter
esting questions,” according
to. 'a Canadian govemment
spokesman,

So far the only reaction from
Canadians to Alaskans claim-
“ing abariginal “rights over
their territory has come. with

. d letter from Gordon F.  Gib-
son, Executive Assistant to
Canadian Minister of Northem

" Affairs Arthur Laing, ,

Gibson~ wrote to 0’Dean
~Williamson "of: the  Bureau: of

Indi an Amms mahy office.

here,

clalm hlmg.

The description’, of  the
claim, ‘when plotted dut on
maps by the BLM, found
29,000 square miles of the
claim in- Alaska and 9;000
square miles in Canada,

. The claim extending across
the border raises questions on
just how such as aboriginal
daim pretest could be seu}ed.
if ever,

The* nlxmg‘mal rights ques-
tion: in Alaska is now so be-
wildering and complex it may
‘be as long as &) years before
final settlements are made.

Special ection by the United.

~letter” Wlllu:nsun sent the
Canadian govertiment after the
Alaska claim on' Canada had
been filed.

The: Tundra 'l‘mea has ask-
ed- for ‘comment ' from- Laing
himself and from Lester Pear-
son, Prime Minister of Cana-
da, but so far no reaction is
apparent. .

Gibson indicated that the
Alaska Claim, filed by Chal-
kyitsik . villagers - in early
June, was the first land claim
indicating - nboriginal owner-
ship extending across the in-
temational boundary between
the two countries.

The ‘“‘interesting  qués-

tions,”” according to William-
son, were just what legal
technicalities, and what pre-
cedents “could"be set, by the
settlenient’ of an  Alasken
claim extending into Canada,
. The people of Chalkyitsik
filed a daim on 38,000 square
miles of upper Yukon and Por-
cupine river country with the
Bureau of Land Management
office in Fairbanks, 3

Williamson, with the BIA,
coordinated  the villaget's

States 'Congréss may be ne-.
cessary to settle the claims,

< which:now cover almost 60%

of Alaska’s total land area
with - moratorium o federal
transfer of title. N

But what to do with a claim
that exténds across a border
complicdtes the issue still.
further,

Although wuugerﬂ in Cha(-
kyitsik, 50 miles east of Fort
Yukon on the Black River,
filed the claim itself, the
land protest was actually
made in the name of all In-
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di- s in northeaster Alaska.
he people of these areas,
th. Kutchins of Old Crow and
Ciiada and the Athabascans
in Alaska, were of the same
ab riginal stock and shared
the same hunting grounds, in
an area where a boundary line
pluced by the white man now
cuts the two nations apart.
""he U.S.-Canada border,
wh n drawn, cut straight north
altng the 141st merdian, The
line  cut  through  hunting
grounds  shared  communally

and in many cases, left men-
bers of the sanie families liv-
ing in both countries.

The line cut across areas

of old Indian society political

control also. For hundreds of |

years people living in eastem
Alaska were under the juris-
diction of Chiefs in western
Canada.

The boundary did not actual-
ly impair people’s means to a
living, of course. - For years
Alaskan and Canadian In-
dians and Eskimos crossed
and re-crossed the border at
will.

The Chalkyitsik case is
more of an academic test of
legal procedures in handling
land claims than an actual
demand for ownership of Can-
adian territory by Alaskans.

CHIEF PAUL THOMAS-Chief of the village of Chalkyitsik,
is pointing east toward Canada where people of the village
are claiming some 9,000 square miles of Canadian soil.
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