McConkey says only Natives can use sovereignty as sword

To the editor:

What has been done 1o Natives here
and throughout the country cannot be
ignored und must be documented for
all who study history to know. Once

ngain we widch the powers that be ig-
noring the human of Natives and
loregoing their trust as im-

posed by their own laws.
The only ones to say
sovereign are ourselves,
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Tt has been said that we could not
becanse we hlld 0

we are

denied our Human Rights, and all that
we used was tuken for the profitof o
few.

There are those amongst us who
would laud the Native Claims Settle-
ment Act as the test thing to ever
hippen 10 us Natives, Only a few
henefit, even as we watch. The Act
has been put upon us without trenty or
consent of our peoples.

The state has much to lose, because
the land it chooses itself is within
Mative Country and therefore under
that jurisdiction. What can they offer
that we don't already have? The stale’s

of our sovereignty is

- & bluff which is ns the waters run.

we see the movement of

Even
~ their mlEﬂrin against Native
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I we are to keep what is ours, we
must use what is ours. We have an in-
herent civil authority and jurisdiction
that is our sovereignty and which no
one can deny, not even their laws,

Why do we wait to be recognized
when we are? Let them challe i
where they wish, let us use it w

we wish in a eful way.
We are not the ones who must ques-
tion that sovereignty, and as they need-

ed not our consent 1o do what they did,
we need not their consent to do what
we must. | stress do this in a peaceful
way with the surety that we are ri;hl

mlhedmtlg
taxes and laws of zoning and
. starta udithllrmm
mfumul‘.lnliw ﬂu
without weapons. For i:huunun—

tinuing process of what we have
always hol

How 15 it we can say the clmms are
fuir when what was given back was
already ours, und how is it fair when
we can see no real economic benefit?
Our peoples had to say it will benelin
our people’s children when the con-
trols are still theirs.

| say all this in fear of my life which
muy be taken for stating my opinions,
but | say what must be in utter con-
fidence that justice must mrﬂil

As | have put my life in

s0 let us join now and put our Ihﬂ
hlf:k in our hands.
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Respectfully ol
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