_Legislation calls for full-time fish panel

by Sen. Willie Hensley

frr the Twmdes Tinses

Recently, 1 introduced legislation in
the  Senale 10 create o full-bome
Fishenes munsgement commission W
replace the existing Board ol
Fisheries

This legislation proposes o cormedl
a base problem ol the present board
system of Bisheries management. the
back of tme o adequtely abdress in
creasingly complex fishernes issues

In recent yeurs there hos been o
phenomenal growth of isheres e
anid developaments that demand the
fention of the boand

FThe expansion ol comimercinl
lisheries tto previously unharvested
arcas and the development of new fish
prowducts and markets huve caused the
crononie achivity, valoe and gompet
Pion assascialed  with Disheries o
il

A Jurther developmom has been
agaculiure, Inosome areas, there s
alsar Ireasing competition between
the ahifferent user groups — comper
ctal, spaort and subsistence

The Bourd of Fisheres also muost
paTicipate i trealy negotanons and
conperalive eltorts with the Nowth
Pavifiv  Fisheries Management

Clouncil

With this increase in complexaty, the
ability of our part-time Board ol
Finhenies to address the issues ina for
thright and unbiised manner has been
severely strained

The 106 diuys or so that the board
typically convenes cach year hias o
been sulficient t resolve magor issues
ar conflicts. Thes year alone, more
than 6N proposals were not even
brosght up for considerstion

The overload dilutes the hoard s fos
il provess and the stundards used for
decision makimg. This brecds susph
viv, mistrust and, in the emd, con
e for the process itsell

I bs wlear thin we are in need of o
iore attentive amd judicious approach
tiv Tisheres manpgement i we bre o
have long-lasting solutions

ln my view. this s no discredn to
the  current or previous  board
members. | bolieve they have givien
laudable service w the stte, most
fremendous  personal  sacrilice
However, the duties and requirements
ol todday s lisheries management are
beyond the scope of o pact-time bsard

My proposal estabhishes o hive
member commission. The commis
stoners are pinid by the stite and serve
Fowmr veurs i staggered erms, They

"_‘Thfs proposal may not be the only

solution, but something radically different

must be done.’

are appotnied by the governor and

conbirmed by the Legislature. They
cannol hive a proprictary interest in
any  fishery while serving on the
LTSS KO

s not my itenton o replace the
public members of the current boarnd
with burcaucrats, Rather, it is to allow
those people whose experience woulid
yualify them for the current board o

chance 1o devote themselves full-timie

o handhing the managdment respon
siblities anoa Gwr oand  guchcious
TN

Thas proposal may bot be the omly
saolution, bt something radwally dil
lerent must be done;

The future of the resouce requires
i, 100,000 Alaskans dependent on the

resources deserve it



