Metcalfe supports statewide health insurance

by Yern Metcalfe
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Fhere are dates that stand out in
one’s mind, and "ve had more than
o few, mamly due 1o illness — in my
own case plus members of my family

May 10, 1937 — My mother,
Murgargt (Lyon) Metcalfe died of
tuberculesi, son
red during World War 1. My father
spent the next three year paying off
medical and funeral debts (and my
mother never spent a day in the
hospital, people of that era usualy died
al home).

[dec. 2, 1982 — | wis rushed to the
hospital by my youngest son, sulfer
mg from. as it twened out, congestive
heart fallure. Due 1o the good care of
Dr. Henry 1. Akivama plus the stafl
of the intensive care ward ol Bartlen
Memorial Hospital i Juneau, | sur
vived. This attack was followed by a
three times weekly oul-patient treat
ment for one and one-half years at the
Akiyama clinic where | became more
than scquainted with a treadimill

July 8, 1983 — My wife, Patricia
MoAlister Metcalfe, died from lung
cancer after being treated for the last
five weeks of her life st Swedish
Hospital in Seantle.

As for my own illness, it was
covered by the Veteran's Adminisira:
tion. In the case of my wife, the hill
at Swedish was over $62,000. Had
ot been for the knowledge of my
children that there wis a catasirophic
ilness program in place in Alaska, |
wiuld have been faced with bankrupt-
cy for the bill from Swedish and also
another from Bartlett Memoral where
she had twice been hospitalized for
what appeared 1o be pneumonia,

The reason for the recitation of the
above? Well, the catastrophic illness
program was not funded for 1986, and
something that | had benefitted from
1o the wine of $50,000 (the cap at that
time) is no lopger available to

Alaskans facing this fiscal dilemma,
one that will strike out of three
American 2 &mmnifmim
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Most certainly it would reduce the per-
capita costs the state now pays out for

its employees.

it can be determined by an actuanial

i funded, ot least in part, by
an initial drow from the reserve Tund
of the Permancnt Fund

After conferning with an official of

that fund I've come 1o the conelusion
that i $50 million was to be funded
for re-investment (hy the corporation),
it would bring in about 34 million an
nually 10 re-furdd the existing statute

Then I've gone one step hunther to
cnyure thit ﬁﬁ'hnm are the only ones
o benefit. As you may or may not
know , it has been determined by o
study thut some 15 to 16 percent ol
those drawing the misnamed *“longev
ty bonus' have resided inour state Tor
Five years or less,

To avoid a wholesale invasion by
the terminally ill (with relatives living
in Alaska), there would be o deduc-
ton from your next dividend check if,
way, $10 — providing for another $5
million for the Tund

For those who place some faith in
the progrum advanced by the Reagan
administration, you should be advis-
ed that this is only for the elderly.

Afier goang over this with a stafl
member of Niilo Koponen's House
Commitee on Health and Social Ser-
vices, | discovered that prior 1o plac-
g a $50,000 cap on the assistance,
soumie 60 percent of the monies went
tor what s now known as “*neo-natal ™’
health problems, meaning ' presmies’’
- l:hi]dp:cn horn with various medical
difficulties.

Even after the cap was placed on all
of this, the figure then was over )
percent (of funds disbursed) for neo-
natal. In speaking of this proposal 1o
countless fellow Juncau-ites, 1've
discovered mm ?Iﬂd-;fmhl;lﬂ rﬁ;
and figures, T [ mind 1
of 8 retmiu:, who had premuture (wins
~ (he mb coming 1o over $250,000,
w.h *ﬂh hml'? F'U'r ¥
if not most, bankruptcy is the only
W' *
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during the time of my wile's illness,
as | owas sull recuperating from my
own, | sold my home 1o my oldest

daghier und her husband and pad of

the balance | owed Swedish, as well
i 4 loan from my bank covering both
liwenl funeral and medical expenses.

For those who will say, ““Well, gee,
'm covered (state, federal, municipal
J:IITlnyl:r:h. teachers, umion members),
und 1 don't need this. 7 ket me recite
n few focts of life. As many have
discovered since the ol bust, no one
15 puaranteed employment. And it wall
pet worse before it gels better, rest
ussured.

The Legisluture should take some
acnon o extend health benefits 1w
employees of the state either being
layed off or discharged, say, six
manths or until they can giin other
coverage,

What Alaska really needs, in addi-
ton (o the cotast ¢ Insurance pro-
gram, and it will follow as night rfuf:.t:
day, is o statewide health Insurance
program. It is a fact that only the
United Stues of all the nations of the
free world does not have some form
of national health insurance. As noted
above, illnes 15 not patented by the
elderly and, yes, my proposal Would
literally cover you from "'the womb
to the tomb."" And the time is now

The health insurance for all
Alaskans Wiri::pt: u natural nullgmrrlh
of the catast i::pmfnmwu:n Lis
pdopted. I can’t imagine any Health
Maintenance Operation nt welcom-
ing this proposal with anything but
open arms and prayers for its adop-
thon by the Legislature and signing by
Gov. Steve Cowper,

It should also be in mind that
natlonally over 33 million Ameticans
hiive no health i,tlurlll‘:lult.:l:l figure
(or Eﬂiﬂﬂiﬂl wou in
Alaska, . due to the that

I 10 percent of Alaska
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= would only hope You'

A, Pew of ay, of those trly smadl
enterprises can altord coverage. In
dividual covernge s viruully out of
sight for the voung.  And us elder
I¥? Forget it

Keep in mnd, too, the cuthacks i

ublic health services. The Indan
Elmlih Service has suffered reduction

in funding: the Veteran's Adnunisbin- .,

tion his revised the eligibility re
guirements Tor those of us presently
covered bul won't be unless we are
unemployed or otherwise unable 1o
pay

Vo sure that those reading this are
also aware of the fact that while sther
cost-of-Tiving Figures leveled oul last
yvear, the HMO costs rose by 7.7 per-
vent, seven imes the average of other
costs 0 the Upited States. Thas piro
gram could also be the liteline need
edd now by small community hospitals
around our state

0Oh, yes, the eriphass placed on the
word “insurance. T LU is msurance
or will be. Some years ago | approach-
el then Lt Gov. Terry Miller, who
wils preparing o run or governor,
about & sttewide health insurance pro-
grom. Miller was tuken with the wdea
and inquired oo the concept. I
memory  serves, he received
something i excess of 50 replies, all
interested  in adminstering such a
progrmm.

Muost certainly it world reduce the
per-capita costs the state now pays oul
for its employees for regular health in-
surance. Right now, however, | will
setthe for the catmstrophic insurance
program outhned above, It is, inciden-
tally, not cast in concrete, and 1 would
only ask that you, as Alaskans, con-
et your legislators in support of the
idea and also with suggestions that will
make it all come true.

Incidentally, | ran for the Swme
House in the primary of A L 1986,
1 suggesied tﬁin idea !.l'nr.'tni:Enlu:illl gained
near universal support from those who
listened and about my proposal
for re-funding the rmm. Since
thén, 1've found that more and more
people are realizing the need.

From little scorns do mighty oaks
grow. In short, we have to stan
somewhere and the time s now. |

agree,
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