KTUU wins
round two In

TV news fight

By BILL HEAS
Tundm Timaes

Despite an  Alsska Federa-
tion of Natives resolution and
a Sealaska  lobbying  cffond
Southeastorn  mews  walolwess
will be ahle too watch KIMII
statewide niews progran oy
by stayviong up Ul T am
calchiomg 10 the next maoning
11 am

Thar  decrsum was TR

[ast week al a4 meeting of the
Rural Alaska Television Se
wirk [EHATSELY e Sl
age. KIMO, which had poine
lime  exposuie bor by slale
wWide program until the RAT
NET commitiee bumped o
from its 530 Alaska Standand
Time time slot to 11 p.m. lasi
fall, had hoped to be resched-
uled to 6 30 pm.

The action last fall was taken
o allow KTUL {Channel 1)
a | 20-day trial period 1o broad
cast s news in the 5 10 pm
time slot, to allow mural viewers
Lo compare news programs amd
o decide which they pre
ferred.

{(Cont. on Page Twenty-Four)



RATNet votes to continue KTUU News trial perio

(Contmued  fromm Page Oned
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kIMO has oo Fairbank:
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Ross Soboleft, pabhc atbaie
director for Sealaska, reguested
that  the T4 member boand
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larky 1ews

cammnLt e,

Comeem wias vowed That
B MY wepe mtov e
prime  time slot, and KTULU
was lett ot 5230 pame amd na
Lional news al & pom, Aviation
Weather would have o be
mewed or canceled. The Learn
Alaska Network  also carries
Avigtion Weather, bul several
villages which do nob receive
Learn Alaska would lose the
weather report 1l b was moved

Carl Heyano, a Brstol Hay
Inlling-

moveedd

Tepaesentaive frvam
i, also obgected. His come
munity, Heyano  sad, and
miany  othiers recewve only one
“For one channel, we
are really getting blitred with
news.” Heyano charged, saying
that by placimg KIMO into a
prime-tume dot. the chiddren
of the villages would he robbed
wl 4 halt-hour of programming
tune  hefore  their  bedtimes
willed around

Heyvano also contended tha
vne news program s baswally
the same as another, and tha
viewers limated to one channel
would qust see a repeal on

BIMIY of whist they had al

stalnom

ready viewed on KTUU
Janie Leask of AEN pie-
sented 2 tesolution passed by

AFN st ots anmaal conference

last month, calling on RATNe
1o mun the two programs back
to-back 1o allow willagers 1o
1 |I.J|'_'r COmpie 1her.

At that convention, dele-
voled down a second
resolution which would  have
supported  totally  replacing
the KTUU report with the
KIMO newscast. That resolu
tion, il accepted and followed

el es

hy RA THet would have can-
celled the 120-day tnal period

A RATNet representative ar-
gued that KTUL deserved a
chance o demonsirate  its
newscast 1o village representa
lives

Myron lgtanfoc, a Southeast-
e representalive, presented a
maotion that the AFN tume slot
change resolution be accepled
After a short recess, the mo-
tion was withdrawn and the
committee went into a “work
session,” where it was finally

d

decided to keep things basic-
ally as they were, at least for
the 120-day tnal period prom-
wed 1o KTULL The only
difference 15 that KIMO's 11
pam. news would be rebroad-
cast the following morning at
9 am. Alaska Standard Tune,
i place of Good Morming
Alaska,

Soboleff was unsatisfied.
“There will be few viewers
at that time,” he commented.
“No one is mterested in yes
terday's news.”



