New study:

There are 4,000 Bowhead
whales mn the fort Sea, 60
percent more than previous counts
showed, according to an inten-
sive, three-month aerial census.

Pnnmulr. studies by the Na-
tional Manne Fisheries Service
put the number of Bowheads
at 2300. But a new survey com-
mi by Sohio :nd niu uthur

oil companies and the State of
Alaska conservatively estimated
the whales’ population at 3,842
The study was conducted by
LGL Limited of Toronto.

The size of the population is
of considerable importance to
everyone living and working in
the Arctic. Inupiat Eskimos de-
pend on the marine mammals for

Bowhead population greater

subsistence and have long ex-
pressed concern that oil explora-
tion and development could ad-
versely affect the whales' num-
bers and their traditional life-
style. Federal authorities and the
International Whaling Commission
consider the Bowheads a rare and
endangered species, and have
{Continued on page 6.)




Aerial survey
{Conrinued from page [.]

marked them for special attention
and protection,

Sohio Alaska Petroleum Com-
pany and Dome Petroleum Ltd.,
of Canada jointly managed the
$600,000 study that was com-
m_nnul and funded by 10 oil

and the State of Alas-
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Bowhead population up

(Continued from page 7.)
they spend the summer.

“Our objectives were to obtain
the distributions, numbers, pro-
ductivity and length of Bowheads
in their summer range,” Fraker
said. “We flew systematic surveys
over large areas at a height of
500 to 1,000 feet to get the whale
counts. These surveys were done
as rapidly as possible when the
animals were feeding and not

travell

:jdltlﬂﬂ to providing new
Hnd scﬂ!nllrﬂlly important popu-
lation information the survey's
extensive aerial photography re-
vealed that Bowheads, like their
betterstudied cousins the Hump-
hacks, could be identified as
individuals by distinctive patterns
of markings and colors, Thi.a,
Fraker explained, was very im-
portant because it helped research-
ers avoid counting individual
whales more than once. "Being
able to identify individual whales
also gives us the potential Lo
learn details of their behavior

and movement patterns during a
given season as well as the ability
to follow long-term movement
patterns, growth and calving inter-
vals between years,” he said.

Sohio’s involvement in Bowhead
research isn't new, nor is it limited
to the most recent census.

A variety of physical and bio-
logical studies relating to the
Beaufort Sea were conducted con-
l:urruntgr with the development of
the Prudhoe Bay oilfield. rch
efforts intensified as offshore drill-
ing in the Beaufort Sea came
under serious consideration, and
their scope was enlarged to in-
clude Bowheads when the 1979
Federal/State Beaufort Sea Lease
Sale opened the way for increased
exploration.

Patricia Starratt, a Sohio Alaska
government affairs specialist, was
selected as the oil industry’s
representative on the Alaska Es-
kimo Whaling Commission's sci-
ence advisory committee in 1981
to develop closer liaison between
corporate and subsistence users.




