Editorial—
‘Tripartite Could Be

History in the Making

The recent meeting of the naotive leaders with one ¢f
the United States’ highest officials, Interior Secretary

Stewart L. Udall, may prove to be a milestone in which
the first noil was driven toward the building of o justifi-

able solution to the land problem in Aleske. Udall’'s
spirit of cooperation, as well as thot of the State, ond
the one thot was built up omong the native |eaders wos
the estoblishment of a necessory starting point. From
this vantoge point, this spirit of cooperation should spell
that the three—way effort might come closest to produc-
ing o lond measure thot would meet with majority

acceptance.

The atmosphere that was creoted among the three
aeos of concem did not come about easily. It. was o
pai nful road thot could hove developed into on impasse.
It didn't, of course, and thanks to the men who were
big enough o do o little soul—searching and come uwp
with o spirit of give ond toke.

ThlﬂdMHhAlﬂ-h-mnH-
with complexities thot boffle men's minds. As for as the
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notive leoders were concemed, oand mony ‘o them with
limited education, there wos something admirable about
the woy they stood equal to the test. They showed
toughness—somefimes with unbending ottitudes when
they thought that such stands might serve the end re-
sults. They stood their ground even in the faoce of ¢
threatening backlash that wos ottempted in the process.
They hung tough ondprobably lost o few friends in doing
so. They dalso gained friends ond uhiuﬁnn for their
perserverance and efforts to gain iulﬂﬁﬁll results—and
all this with unselfish motives in trying to mold a good

future for their children and those that will come after
them. This is the mark of good leadership, that if their

efforts meet with justice in the future, history could
well record them as leaders who fought well fof lhlir
future generations. :

There is much work to be done as yet, ﬁlﬁ'ﬁ:’;‘
for as the lond question is conferned. There could be
knotty areas to overcome. There willbe times when our
best minds will be subjected to difficult fests but we
haove confidence that our leaders will rise wvp to the
occasion and that their mental clp-:lhn to work for
the right will prevdil.

All those concemed are in the agreement that there
is now a good climate in which to work—that there will
be o necessity for compromises. These will be the areas
that will require clear thinking ond farsightedness. The
‘“good climate’’ in these areas should prove fo be the
most valuable asset in arriving ot meaningful changes.

It should dso be remembered that the Secret ary of
the Interior Stewart Udoll intends to go on record os
champion of the Indian ri ghts. He also said, that in many
respects, the native people of Alaska have been ““treated
worse’’ thon other native peoples dﬂM Also, we
believe, Secretary Uddll stands to be the first Interior
Secretary -in history to ever undertcke the difficult
problem of attempting 1o help solve the lond question in
Alaska since the Act of 1884.

And there is, of course, the State of Alaska through
the concurrence of Govemor Walter J. Hickel thot hes
helped to create an atmosphere of cooperation os pre-
sented by State Attorney General Edgar Boyko the
amazingly liberalized view of the State towords the lond
claims problem.

The stoge has been set for the three—way cooper -
ative effort 1o droft o lond bill that, hopefully, will be

~ occeptable to all concemed. ht'“r-in,w*
will be watching the deliberative efforts of the tripartite

- —watching that foimess prevails. It should not come
out otherwise becouse hﬂm 2
recorded as one of the most wmm
in hhimdhwmiﬂﬂ’ﬂuhﬂ

less in importance in the history of Alaska.




