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BOROUGH CHAIRMAN - Eben Hopson , thethe-

newly
the-

newlynewly elected chairmanchalrmiln of the Arctic SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough , is explainingexplillnlng the principalsprinCipii Is of thethe-

borough
the-

boroughborough to the KaktovikKilktovlk Eskimo audience . TheThe-

borough
The-

boroughboroughboroughwaswas established after the State Supreme

- - '- ' -- -

Court Justice Roger Conners refused the oil01oil-

companies
'

companies ' petition to prevent certification ofof-

the
of-

thethe borough election .

- Photo by ROGER McPHERSON



Eben Hopson ConfidentConfidentofJob-ConfidentofJobConfidentofJobBoro-
ughChairman

ofJob-JobJobB-

orough

JobB-

orough
-

BoroughChairmanBorough Chairman Fills Job with Fine Past Experiences
By THOMASTIIOMAS RICHARDSRICIIARDSRIC'HARDS'

, JRJR-

BARROW

JR-

BARROWBARROW hollowingollowlllgFollowing somesome-
doubt

some-
doubtdoubt thatthJt the election mightmIght-

IIllt

might-

nutnotIIlltnut be certified , andJilliJilliJfterandafteralterJfterafter thethe-

CDuntlllg
the-

countingcountingCDuntlllg ol01of 140 challengedchJllengedchJllenged-
vote

challenged-
votesvotesvote , itII isI now apparentJppJrellt thatthJt Ihcthethe-

reldellt
[ lielie-

residentsresidentsre\ldelltreldellt\ olof five l-skimolskimoI'sknnoIsknno,"'- " "nono" villagesvillJge\villJgevillJge-

overwhelmlllgly
villages-

overwhelmingly
\

overwhelminglyoverwhelmlllgly endorsedendor\eendore\ thethe-

cre.ltlon
the-

creationcreationcre.ltloncreltlon. of01 a.II. S6') ( ) millionmlllllH1 acreJueJue-
horough

acre-

boroughboroughhorough on the ArcticAn.tllAntll. SlopeSlope-
I

IopeIope-
II benbellhen HopsonlIop on wasWJ\WJWJelected\ elected thethe-

f

the-

Ift
the-

firstlirstfirstf If\tIft\ chairmanch.llrll1anchllrll1an. olof the newlie . North

Slope Borough .

When the boroughburough becamebecame-
officially

became-
offlclJlly

became-
officiallyofficiallyofflclJllyofflclJllyorgamzofficiallyorganizedorganizedorgamz d , Tuesday ,. itit-

became
It-

became
it-

becamebecame the largestlarge 1 municipalitymumclpJlltymunicipality-
n

municipality-
in111inn the world . ItI t is alsoJI\oJIo\ the lirstfirstffirst-

of
If\tIftIft-of

\
of> l Alaska'sAlaskasAla\k.a\Alak.aAlak.akaAlak.arurJI\. '\ ruralrurJI regionsreglon to a-ad-da-

hieve
d-

chleve
a-

chieve

-

hievechlevechieve local10CJI control over i-co-icoIu-Iueco-ecoico-

lomic
IulI-

omlC
eco-

nonuc
'- ,: -

lomiclIomlCnonuc development andJndaridJndeducaarideducaeduca-educaeduca-

ion
educa-

tion
-.

tlontionionionNonetlonNOllctionNone
NoneNOllc on the slopeIopc , includingmcluincluding-

Chairman
lllglllg-

Ch.urmJnChairmanCh.urmJnChurmJn. HopsonlIopson , hadhJdhJdanyhadanyanyany-

doubt
any-

doubtdoubt thatth.llthll. thetire boroughnorough will

soonsuon becomebecume a real ty . "PrimariPrimari"Pnmarl-"PnmarlPnmarl"Primari-"Pnmarl-
Iy

"Primari-
ly

" ¬-

lyIy , the suit by the oil011 companiescompame\compamecompame-
agamst

companies-
against

\
againstagamst the Rural BoundaryBoundJryBoundJry-
CommIssIon

Boundary-
CommissionCommission wasWa\WaWaJ\ aJ tactictacllc totu delaydelJYdelJ-
YorgJnlatlon

delay-

orgamrahonorgam/ationorgamationorgJnl/atlonorgJnlatlonorgamrahon/ ol01of the boroughhorough ,
" helielie-

saidsaidald .

"OnceOnce" we orgam/edorgamedurgJnlledorganwed/ , wewc cameL.lmeLlmecantsL.lme-

IIltO

cants-

into

.
intoIIltO controlcontrolufcontrolofofuf the areaJrea thatthJtthJt-

they
that-

theythey arearc developingdevelopmg . We arearc thethe-

f

the-

firstfirstf rst group of NativeNJtlve people toto-

g.lrn

to-

gaingaing.lrnglrn. controlcontroloverover oil011 develop-developdevelop-

Conllnued

develop-

Continued

-

( ConllnuedContinued on page b6)6)



I New Arctic Borough Chairman Confident ofofRisHis Job . -', . .
( Continued from page 1)11-

)ment

1-

)ment

1-

)ment

)

ment .
' The oil01\0101compaOles\ companiescompaOles are notnot-

dealmg
not-

dealingdealingdealmgdealmgwIthdealingwithwith the Native peoplepeople-

anywhere
people-

anywhereanywhere .

"II" don'tdont' thinktlunk that the oilallall-

compaOles

oil-

companiescompaniescompaOles have anything to fear .

We have to operate under thetheI-

dW

the-

lawlawIdW . We are responsible people .

1I don'tdont' believebeheve we intendtotend to tax

excessively ., In order to operateoperate-
this

operate-
thisthis borough effectively , I amam-

gomg
am-

goinggoinggomg to need some taxes ," Hop-HoplIop-lIopHop-

son
lIop-

son
Hop-

son
-

son stated .

The borough chairmanchatrman has nonunu-

difficulty
no-

difficultydifficulty in10 assumingassumlOg the role ot01of01-

spo"esman
of-

spokesmanspokesmanspo"esmanspoesman" for the new governgovern-govern-

nient

¬.-

mentnient.. HisIlls long history ofofinin10in-inin-

volvement
¬'-

volvement in territorialterntonal and statestate-

government
state-

governmentgovernment andandInin Native affairsaffairs-

presents
affairs-

presentspresents an impressive record .,

A veteran of World War 11IIIl ,

Hopson has served continuouslycontmuouslycontmuously-
on

continuously-
onon the city councilcounctl of BarrowBarrow-

rom
Barrow-

fromIrom/romromfrom/ the endendofof that war until
196919% . After twenty years intoto-

the
in-

thethe AlaskaAla "aa" National GuardGUJrd , heliehe-

resigned
lie-

resignedresigned hisIllS commission with thethe-

ran
the-

rankrankran " of CaptainCap tam in 1969 .,

In 1956195b , he wasWdS elected to aa-

term
a-

termterm into the Houselouse( of RepresentaRepresenta-RepreRepresenta-
tives

nta ¬.-

tivestlves duringdunng the last territorialtemtonaltemtonall-
eglslJture

territorial-
legislaturelegislatureleglslJture . In 1958 , helie becamebecame-

aa member of the first AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Senate . HeIllIle' was reelectedreelected-
toto the SenateSeHate into 1960 andandagatoandagainagainagatoagato-
to

again-
inmtoin 1964 .

Until helie became director of

The AlaskaAIJ a Federation of NaN.JNJNa-NaNa-

tives

. ¬'-
tivestlves into 1969 , Hopson servedservedasrvedrved.ISas.ISIS.I-

Sexecutive

as-

executive

.
executive directorduector of the ArcticArctic-

SlopeSlopeIope Native Association .

When WilliamW ham Egan was electelect-elect-

ed
¬.-

ed Governor min 1970 , helie askedasked-

lIopson
asked-

HopsonHopsonlIopson to be his Special AssistAssist-Assist-

ant

¬.-

ant for Native AffairsAff.llfsAffllfs. . HeIlllie' rere-rere-

signed
re-

signed
¬-

signed this post lasllast MayMdYM dY 15 to1010-

campaign

to-

campaigncampaign for the chairmanshipchalrmamillpchalrmamillp-
of

chairmanship-
ofof the new borough .

Tru/tyTrutyT1WtyTlurty/ years ago , Lbenthen Hop-Hop1I0pflop-flopHop-

son
flop-

son

-.

son marriedmJrrled RebeccaRebeccJ PanigeoPaOlgeo .,

daughter of Mrs . HazelHuel PanigeoPJl11geoPanigeo-

ofot01of Barrow . The HopsonHopsonslI psorlS ;, havehJvehJve-

twelve
have-

twelvetwelve childrenchLdrenchildren-
"Educationally

chLdren-

"EducJtlOnally
children-

"Educationally"EducationallyEducationally"EducJtlOnallyEducJtlOnally" speakingspeJktog ,.
" exex-exex-

plains
¬.-

plainsplJlns HopsonJlop OIl , "II" havehJve alldll thatthat-

the
that-

thethe eighth grade offered me in

1939 , which leads me to believebeltevebelteve-

tha
believe-

thatthattha t I amant one olotof the( helie lewfew thattltdthat-

can
tt-

cancan say , educationeducal10n is not thethe-

most
the-

mostmost common denominatordenomtod tor forfor-

totelligence
for-

intelligenceintelligencetotelligence .
"

EducationIducatlon: , howeverhuwever , will be add-

priunty
a-

priorityprioritypriunty mattermJller for the new borbor-bor-

ough
bor-

ough
¬-

ough government .. "ItIt" will dede-dede-

pend
de-

pend
¬-

pend upon negotiations with thethe-

BlA
the-

BIABIABlA as to when we take over thethe-

Barrow
the-

BarrowBarrow , PointPOll1t Hope , and Wain-WainWalO-WalOWain-

wright
WalO-

wnght
Wain-

wright
-

wrightwnght schoolsschoo/soschoososchoosoThe/ . The law requiresrequIres-
that

requires-
thatthat we take over the BarterBarter-

Island
Barter-

IslandIsland and AnAtuvukAnJktuvukAnaktuvuk PassPass-

schools
Pass-

schoolsschools as soon as possiblepossIble-

These
possible-

TheseThese are state operated schoolsschools-

"Knowing
schools-

"Knowmg
schools-

"Knowing"KnowingKnowing"KnowmgKnowmg" the attitudeatlltude of thethe-

newly
the-

newlynewly elected school board ,

however , I believebelteve that theytheyIllwill\IllIllwil-

lattempt
"Ill-

allempt
\attemptallempt to take over the schoolsschools-

asas soon as possible .
"

Hopson indicatedmdlcated thathewjthat he wtJlwillwtJl-

be
will-

be

)

be firm , yet justjust'i-
n

justi-
n

,
,''-

in
i- n'

10 dealingdealtngdealtngwIthdealingwithwithwIth-

the
with-

thethe oiloLl companies operatingoperatlOg onon-

the
on-

thethe North Slope . Helie expressedexpressed-
dlsappomtment

expressed-
disappointmentdisappointmentdlsappomtment that oilodmterestsoilinterestsodmterests-
have

interestsinterests-
havehave opposed formation of thethe-

new
the-

newnew borough .

"TheyThey" are goinggomg to have toto-

work
to-

workwork with us . There is nono-

precedent
no-

precedentprecedent for them corningcoimngcoming unun-unun-

der
¬.-

der the jurisdiction of Natives .

We don'tdont' have to have an agreeagree-agree-

ment

¬.-

ment with them , but we'We' willwill-

probably
will-

probablyprobably have to justifyJushfy millagemIllage-

rates
millage-

ratesrates . After acceptingacceptmg the realityreahtyreahty-
of

reality-

ofof the borough , they maymaywantwantwant-

us
want-

usus to provide services for them .

We are organizingorgafilzmg a constituconstltuconstitu-constitu-
tionally

¬.-

tionallyIonally! recognized borough and

they are goinggOll1g to have to livelive-

wIth
live-

withwith thattholt factfac !..
"

ChairmanChanman HopsonBopwn commentcomment-comment-
ed

¬.-

edcdcdulledoilonulloil fears expressed.pressdpressdc >. .: bby> oil01101-

1comp.Jny

oil-

companycompanycomp.JnycompJny. spokesmen about popo-po-

tentIally
po-

tentially
¬-

tentially oppressiveoppresslvr taxingtJXlIIg situasltuasitua-situa-

tions

¬.-

tionstlons .

"WeWe" aredfe going loto have taxingtaxUlgtaxUl-
gduthonty

taxing-

authorityauthorityduthonty , but inm no event will.111111will-

we
.

we.ee. tax the oilOIlcompamesoilcompaniescompaniescompames just fjrIFrfIF Jr-rrJr-

ule
-) r-

thetheule purpose of taxingtilJ\1JIgtilJ1JIg\ them ,:"' hehe-

saidsaidolld
saidHopson

Hopson estimatedestUl1Jted thatlat thethe-

nullage
lele-

nullagenullage rater .ltelte. on realredl propertyprupertypruperty-
would

property-
wouldwould probablyprobJbl) remainremJ1I1 withinwithin-
five

. , tlllntllln-
fivefive millsmtlls lortorfor at leastled.tledt. the nextnext-

iveIve've yearso} eJrs .

The new chairmanchdJrmdn noted thatthJtthJt-

orgJlllz.ltlon
that-

organizationorganizationorgJlllz.ltlonorgJlllzltlon. otof the borough mamdmaymay-

not
>

not be withoutwithout/iswithoutisitiits/ growinggro.mggromg. ppdUlSpainspdUl-
S"There

pains-
"There

< imb

"ThereThere" arearl' goinggomg to be a.II. lotlut ofof-

heads
of-

headsheads knockingknoe"mgknoemg" together ( statestate-

dJld

state-

andanddJld borough governmentsguvernments ,. anddndand-

oiloil011 companies ) inIII decidingdecldlllgdecidingwhatwhatwhat-

services

. hdthdt-

seTVIceservicesseTVIce we will.111111. be able to propro-pro-

vide
¬.-

vide .
"

When bbenIbenEben: HopsonHop on wab.dSdSwas. abkedaskeda ed

whether.I\ether.Iether.IIether. \ helie waswa concernedcOJJccmcd aboutabout-

the
about-

thethe ability of thetht' North SlopeSlope-

BOfough
Slope-

BoroughBoroughBOfough to financefmance operationsoperoperations-
of

JtJonsJtJons-

ofof nenew. governmental SCf\'ICeSSCf'ICeSICeSservices\' , hehe-

souled
he-

smiledsmiledsouled and repliedreplted , "NoNo" ,. IIamamam-

not
am-

notnot worried.omedomed. IIamam not worried"omedomed"omed-
at

worried-

at
"

at allall..
"

The veteranveterJn legislator andJlldJlldJdandadadJdad-adad-

nunistrator

¬.-

ministratorI\\lIIlstratorIlIIlstratornunistrator\ defeated Eskimobkunubkunu-
ChJrles

Eskimo-

CharlesCharlesChJrles hdwardsenIdwJrdenEdwardsenIdwJrd: en> ,. Jr , who ranrJIIrJII.-

IS

ran-

asas.ISIS. a write"flteflte" inIf] candidatecolndldJte lorfor theIheIhe-

oftlce
the-

officeofficeoftlce otof ChairmanhJlrmJnhairman( ., Idwardscnd.Jrde1ldwardsenI d.JrddJrddwardsen-
was

. e1l>
wabwas.dd. disqualifieddl uJhlled fromrOI11! appearingdppeJfIllappearing-
oil

!
onoil the ballotbJllot becausebecJuse of duplicaduphJduphi.a-duphi.aduphduphi.a-

tion

. J-JJ-

tlon

¬-

tiontlon ot01of signatuicslgIIJUessignatures! ! on011 hishl petitionpeWIlpetition-
for

)! ]

forlor candidacyi.andidacyiandidacy. Jndlddc "candidacyHei.andidacyHe
Helie told tiietilethe Tundrarundrr undr .II. IIll11elinesline , "II"I-

hJe
"I-

have

"

havehJ\ehJe\ only oneolle commentcommelltcommellteercommentcverNever\e\ereer\cvercver:\ eerI-
e

cver-

let
\

letIe t anyoneJnarty orhone ,iavlassI.lIl. > aroundJroundJroundlHHvour\lHHlHHyourlHH-

petition

your-

petition \petition It was.JJ. a costlycostl lessonlesslIlIlesson-

Chairman

"

ChairmanU1JIrlllJII llopsunlIupwllHopson aidSJIJsaid thaiIhJthatthat-

lie

!

helie was"aa" eagereJgl'reJglr' toIl) settleellie> againJgJln inUIU-

IBdrrO

in-

BarrowBarrowBdrrO " after.literliteralter. a.II. three yearVl'JVlJ'[ abJbab-

sencebenceen\.een.een.eesence> \. . Other thanthJII his responsiresponsi-reresponsi-
bility

ponsl ¬'-

bilitybllity tortOIfor operation of01 the newlienew-

local
"

localloeJ! governmentgovernmclI!., he hashd addiJddladdi--addit-

ional
¬'

tionaltlonJI plansplJns for his1115 litehte inIIIII-

IBdrrO
in-

BarrowBarrowBdrrO "


