
I BegichBegich Concerned AboutAbo'ut
'

Seal Harvest Ban on St. GeorgeGergeGeorge() Island
WASHINGTON , D.CDC. . - ConCon-Con-

gressman
Con-

gressman

¬-

gressman Nick Begich of AlaskaAlaska-

expressed
Alaska-

expressedexpressed his great concern thisthis-

week
this-

weekweek regarding an announcedannounced-
plan

announced-
planplan of the Department of ComCom-Com-

merce
Com-

merce
¬-

merce , and its National OceanicOceanic-

and
Oceanic-

andand Atmospheric AdministraAdministra-Administra-
tion

Administra-
tion

¬-

tion , to seek a ban ofofupup to tenten-

years
ten-

yearsyears on the seal harvest onon-

St
on-

StStSt.. George Island , Alaska .

Begich stated that suchsuchaa banban-

was
ban-

waswas "aa" partialpartialabandonmentabandonment ofof-

the
of-

thethe wise fur seal managementmanagement-
policies

management-
policiespolicies carriedcarned on under thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent North Pacific Fur SealSeal-

Convention
Seal-

ConventionConvention . This Convention ,

andandItsits successful fur sealsealrerere-rere-

covery
re-

covery
¬-

covery , were protected and leftleft-

In

left-

inin the marinemJrlne mammal billbill-

passed
bill-

passedpassed by the House ., Now , it

appears that the Senate andand-

N.D.A.A
and-

N.O.A.AN.O.A.ANOA.ANOAAN.D.A.ANDA.ANDAA. . . . are choosing the routeroute-

of
route-

ofof a total ban ."
"MyMy" primary concern ," saidsaid-

Representative
said-

RepresentativeRepresentative Begich , "isis" thethe-

cultural
the-

culturalcultural and economic well-beingwellbeingwellbeing-
of

--

of the PnbilofPtlbllofPribilof Islanders , and thethe-

harvest
the-

harvestharvest has both economic andand-

cultural
and-

culturalcultural importance , as wellwellasasas-

being
as-

beingbeing an environmental tool ofof-

recogmzed
of-

recognizedrecognizedrecogmzed meritment..."
In a letter to HowardIloward PollockPollock-

of
Pollock-

ofof N.O.A.ANOA.ANOAAN.D.A.ANDA.ANDAA. . . . , the agency responrespon-respon-

sible
respon-

sible
¬-

sible for the harvest moratoriummoratotlummoratotlum-
proposal

moratorium-
proposalproposal ., Congressman BegichBeglchBeglcliBeglch-

expressed
Beglcl-

iexpressedexpressed a number of concernsconcerns-
and

concerns-
andandandrequestedrequestedrequestedaa fullfullreportreport on

the proposal ..
"ItIt" is strange to me ," saidsaid-

Beglch
said-

BegichBegichBeglch , "thatthat" the Fur Seal ConCon-Con-

vention
Con-

vention
¬-

vention policies , which have rere-rere-

sulted
re-

sulted
¬-

sultedsultedininm a fivefoldfivefoldmcreasefivefoldincreaseincreasemcrease ofof-

the
of-

thethe seal herd sincesmce 1900 , willwill-

now
will-

nownow be abandoned for up to
10 years , at the possible expenseexpense-
of

expense-
ofof the people of St51.. GeorgeGeorge-

hland
George-

IslandIslandhland . There are many unanunan-unan-

swered
unan-unanunan-

swered
¬- .-

swered questions remainingremammg . "


