
Food Discrimination ?
The Natives of Alaska , especially the( he Eskimos , havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen undergoing through some difficult obstacles lately .

One of them , ofofcoursecourse , was the feverish effort by thethe-

major
the-

majormajor oil companies , and some private individuals , toto-

block
to-

blockblock the formation of Arctic Slope borough . The ArcticArctic-
Eskimos

Arctic-
EskimosEskimos managed to win a great victory over this chalchal-chal-

lenge
chal-

lenge
¬-

lenge this week when the State Supreme Court JusticeJustice-
Roger

Justice-
RogerRoger Conners refused the oil companies ' petition for aa-

stay
a-

staystay on certification of the North Slope borough electionelection-
held

election-
heldheld last week .

And now there is another challenge afoot and this oneone-

hits
one-

hitshits one of the main food sources of the Eskimos -
muktuk of the great bowhead whale . Ken Torgerson ofof-

the
of-

thethe State Division of Environmental Health , said thethe-

muktuk
the-

muktukmuktuk is "inherentlyinherently" unsafe . " In declaring that it waswas-

so
was-

soso , he also said things like this :

"It'sIts" '' stripped ( the meatmeat)) out on thethe-thebeach-- beach , where therethere-

is

there-

isis not a great deal of sanitation orQr care . Eskimos will eateat-

aa seal after deliberately letting it bloat..
"

This is another :

"TheThe" way the food is handled , throwing fish or gamegame-

on
game-

onon the ground where dogs can urinate on it or in thethe-

neighborhood
the-

neighborhoodneighborhood of dog feces . "
These are indeed slanderous statements . They cancan-

even
can-

eveneven turn the stomachs of the Eskimos . Coming out ofof-

the
of-

thethe mouth ofofaa person we shouldshouldrespectrespect , we now find itit-

to
it-

toto feel a twinge of loathing attitude . We can'tcant' help thisthis-

one
this-

oneone because we feel degradingly insulted . The man isis-

obviously
is-

obviouslyobviously not the right person to evaluateevalmte: the worth ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative foods . He does not have the dignity to work withwith-

this
with-

thisthis assignment .. He is obviously biased .

Muktuk of the bowhead whale is harvested out onon-

Chukchi
on-

ChukchiChukchi Ocean ice - not110t1sot on the ground . It is then storedstored-
in

stored-
inin underground meat caches fashioned generations andand-

generations
and-

generationsgenerations ago . The Eskimos have found this to be thethe-

best
the-

bestbest way to keep the muktuk and meatmeatin---inin---"inin"- the permaperma-perma-

frost
perma-

frost
¬-

frost temperatures so the contents are frozen even in thethe-

summer
the-

summersummer .,

As the editor of this newspaper who grew up in thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage of Point Hope , a whaling community , I still havehave-

to
have-

toto see any Eskimo who deliberately bloated a seal beforebefore-
eating

before-
eatingeating itit.. That the Eskimos do so , is the most degradingdegradin-
gstatement

degrading-
statementstatement.. Also , I have never seen a dog urinate on anyany-
kind

any-
kindkindkindofof food he craves for food - and any kind of foodfood-

was
food-

waswas , and is , his lifeline .

Perhaps Alaska Native foods should certainly bebe-

evaluated
be-

evaluatedevaluated for their worth to humans but we do not seesee-

it
see-

itit the way it is being done by Ken Torgerson . We needneed-
to

need-
toto be informed properly and with dignity . We don'tdont' needneed-

insultsalon2
need-

insults.alonginsults-aloneinsultsaloneinsults-alon2alon2insults.alonginsultsalong--. with the work .


