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A sign of springspringA-

s,\As., sureure as the fur seals swim north every spring ,

!cJlkrleader-leaderleaderofrs,- of the Aleutians-PnbilofsAleutiansPnbilofsAleutl3ns-PnbllofsAleutl3nsPnbllofs- Assocation fly south toto-

II

to-

the
to-

tightIItightht the perennialperenmal battle to save the seal harvest on St .

1.lul1lulPill' . ""IJndIJndIsland

Islandl

l1111wus", yearyeJr aJ LongressionalcongressionalLongressionaicongressionalLommltteeLongressionaiLommitteei-omrnitteeiomrnitteeLommltteeLommittee- reviewingrevlewmg thethe-

inonat" ,IIOIlJIinonatil MarineMJnne HshenesFisheries Service has recommendedrecommended-

ut

recommended-

uttine, ututtinetmc the hudjrethudk-oethudkoetbudget- for the harvest completely and onceonce-
I

once-

ieainIieainJIIl theic fon.esfonesforcestortes. on each sideIde of the issue have to dust offoffI-

II
off-

tlhIIItlh, ', 1I11eimeic oldoldJrlumentsoldargumentsargumentsJrluments( ,. spend time and money that couldcould-
bc

could-

htbcht ''hchc'hcIaJ, I betterhetter in other areasdredS and head for WashingtonWashmgton ,

11)>) (

( unservationistslJllervdtlomshonservationists, argueJrgue againstagdmst the killingsklllmgs ,. perhapsperhaps-

,0IItusing,,0IItusing0IItusing''HlllhlnHlllhlnmg it with the harp seal harvesthatvesthatest off the east coast of
( Inan 1.111id1.1Iidi. i But studstudIstudiesI\IIhdve\:' havehdve shown the StSt.. Paul fur seal herd ,
..ItItat ,Ihoutaboutt I1 s'ii5' million .animals.lOlmalslOlmals ,. to hebe inm good shape , whilewhile-

the
while-

thethe herdnl atJt the St5t ( , eorge rookery whichwhtch hasn'thasnt' been usedused-

"nec

use-
dint","necnecintint1'i'4, II41'i'41i41'i'4is'( )} "-'-444 is"declining"dedl1lOjdedl1lOjdalinmg! !.

13BvIh% tJtakinglng young adult bulls ,. the beaches are clearerclearer-
or

clearer-
tor(toror !femalescmJkternales , andJnd the herd appearsdppears to be stablized at whatwhat-
"lhll1e

what-
ww""lhll1\e"lhll1lhll1eildhleillite\ 10managersJnJleT'oJnJleTo( ' havehJve (tailedcalledJlled an optimum level..

( hHerer the issue hangshang>. the threat of pelagic sealingseahng byby-

JJpJn
by-

JapanJapanJJpJn ( anadaJnadd anddnd Russia which was eliminatedellmmated by thethe-

treJt
the-

treatytreatstreJt\treJttreatytreJtthJt\ thatthJt led to the harvestharv-estharvest- on St Paul . Profits from thethe-

dlprt,itiortdlprttwrt jreJrcare' sharedharedharedamonlsharedamongamongamonl( the four countriescountnes . Should , the-

h.iriet
thethe-theI-

L
--

ILh.inesthinesth.iriethiriet. ' " er, ,stoptop therethere'stheres'\ every reason to believe the otherother-

"JUlltne,"Countries"JUlltneJUlltneiuntnes' might return to huntinghuntmg on the open sea wherewhere-
t,itt ,. difficultdltfleultditliult, tnto distinguishdlstmgulsh between a pregnant female , aa-

IllJtllre
a-

maturematureIllJtllre hull andJnd even a yearling puppup-

,0

pup-

Ko

.

\%\KoKo\,0,00).,Iso there'stheres' the question of an economic base for thethe-

iIlJge
the-

village\Milages\iIlJgeiIlJgevillage', on the islands Few jobs are available and the sealsea-

lhJr.et
seal-

harvestharvesthJr.ethJret. , bringsbnngs much-neededmuchneeded- paychecks to the people onon-

the
on-

thethe "island"landland"landwIthoutislandwithoutwithout which there wouldwpuld be a lot moremore-
money

more-
moneymoney put out inm variousvanous formsfonns ofofwelfarewelfare ., And , thethe-

"IJnder
the-

islanders"islanders"IJnderIJnder, havehJve the opportunityopportumty to use the seal meat toto-

supplement
to-

upplement,supplementupplement their dietsdiets-

Between

diets-

BetweenBetBet10Between\1010\ een _25.000250005.0005000' . and 30,00030000, seals are harvestedharvestedeacheacheach-

car

eac-

hvar\\carcarvar,cde onOil the island ,. providingprovldmg more meat than villagers cancan-

he

can-

vise,asehevise andJnd that s one of the arguments against the hunt .

!HoweverIo\loe\erIoloeer\ \ somewhere inm the world there is a use for thatthat-

meat
that-

meatmeat -l-verywherelverywhereI-verywhereIEverywhere- there are cries about food shortages ,

proteinprotem deficiencies ,. faminesfammes .

With the ReaganReag.lnReagln. administrationadmmistratlOn pushing for people toto-

war
to-

workworkwar\warwarhy\. ,. '"whyhy must it take the people of St . Paul out of thethe-

work

the-

workwork force and put them in a position of costing th-

government
thiththethe-

government
e

government more money ? Perhaps instead of paying ououtout-

the
out-

thethe welfare money , those funds could instead be used fofo-

research
forfor-

re

r
reresearchresearchintoarcharchmtointomto the values ofofsealseal meat and derivativederivativesderivatives-

and
derivatives-

and
es

and develop markets for it All that could result is a heal-

thy
healheal-.-

thy seal herd , a healthy population on the two islands an-

perhaps
anianandand-

perhaps
d

perhaps an influxmflux of good food where it might be-neededbeneededbe't1eededbet1eeded-' .


