EDITORIAL

MDTA Declme G
; In omly Oclobqv, 1964, the Tundra Times I\uilld the
opening of the W&lﬂam E. Bcl(z Smc Vocahoﬂnl S@lmnl
at Nome.

The school, bmh by a state hond-issue and with vo-.
cational classes financed with federal funds. under late
President John F. Knmudys Manpower Development
Training Act (MDTA), ‘was to. carry on a. unique and
significant ‘experiment, =

Hundreds of Native Alaukans Iivlng vmhau' a skill
and whhonn ‘the hope “of a: cash-paying |ob won to ln
given “‘the second chonce’’ to leam. .

Today ‘the Beliz schiool at Nome'is'a Mgi\ schaol,
with only a few vocational classes taught at night. -

In. Anchorage -a. multi-occupati MDTA ational
‘Center at the Anchorage.! Community college taught:*bas-
ic education' classes as well us actual job skills in
vocafional courses.

Alaskans who never went, beyond tho fiest. of ucond
arade; and some who never went at all, learned the won-,
derful world of the written word for Ohoﬂrsr time.

' From the teading-writing classes thny went info vo-
cational subjects and leamed ‘a ‘trade with whleh to
make o living.

Today the Anchorage center is being ¢losed down
The MDTA fonds which financed the _program are “not
available.”. .

‘In Fairbanks. thousands of dollars were. spent last
year to equip an empty hanger at Fairbanks lntemdtional
Airport with special cirplone mechanic’s tools and me-
chinery. The hanger was supplied to handle classes in
aircraft maintenance for unskilled men wanting to'be-
come highly-paid plane mechanigs. Air travel in Alaska
is a necessity. fo life and the number of aimlanes in the
state, almost the highest pes capita in the ‘world; ‘can
only increase. Job oppommiﬁu in Hus hlghly-sldllcd
profession canonly expand::

But the Fairbanks pro]ccf mny i | cloud down. In
_January, when funds are scheduled to run out.: New
money for the center-may not be forthcoming. It seems
to us that Alaska' got ready fo ‘foke o significant’ step
forward when the mass of MDTA programs were wpprowd
by the federal government in 1964, -

+ In- just starting the step hmurd however, we dre al-
nady ‘stumbling. Acconﬁng 10 officials of the state De-
parfment of Educemon in Juneau, the 1964 HDTA money
was ‘only an ‘“‘extra’’ measure lupplud after the ecrth-
quake. This ‘“‘earthquake extra"’: was not replaced: this
yeor, so far, and now Alaska i is back ‘down 'to receiving
the amount of MDTA funds: we “normally!” ‘recei nd bo
fore the Good Friday earthquake of 1964 :

Many parts of the: federal: government's | budqgl are
‘being pated closely’ this year. bee n of the high cosi
“of fighting, a war in’ Southeast ‘Asia. The budget cuts
hurt Algskons.in many areas,. The. BlAs consmcﬁon
. budget,’ slashed ‘becayse of war. costs; is holdlng up
bulldlng of new and’ bigger schools in the bush Dvor
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”crowdod clnsus in rural’ villages are not gomg to bc
ome uncrowded, aof least not for a while.
{ Al'hough Alaskans are willing fo sacrifice, as should
all Americans for the defense’ of ‘an:idea. and & free
people] in aniother part of the warld, we thizk <utting the
MDTA programs ofter they were just blgin
- sinosthly. morm wno r.-consldora'lon on

Jing trades ard e omtng «nptloycd viwfd répay. the cost:

of their !dbcuﬂon with higher faxes from higher wages.
quy words' have been written' and ‘spoken oboyt -

building .an economy: for Ahxka The key, occovding fo

“the writers ‘and spoulun, seems fo. bu natural nmurcu i s

devefoped in wral areas:
Right naw not only is the hutluslry nov Ohurc, but
the. people of the vural. areas wouldn 1 he able o take
the advantage if it were. = -
1 They don't know how.  They don" have the skills. . -
; Tll‘ MDTA ‘courses, thwdv tuln‘lgy forlocal jobs-
' ,mlm» starke

pool Mn industry

, ! budget i
.plonmr: seems in otder, puhppl woddd by our m 3
: nml one Rep ein.C i

Alasko on the ight trock



