almast dunrhd. Disease and: mck-l

os: from cllﬂl fowere:

ing aver. the tiny community: forced a move to Nome, 'Mr
the vllluws now live in tqualar and| povmy.
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- Dlomede Island -

The tragi¢ - King Telend

story may yet have a hdppy
ending.

But-at enother island vil-
lage a few miles west the
same story is unfolding.

The village is’ Little Dio-
mede Island, .three .miles
eest of Big-Diomede end the
watching - eves of Russian
sentries,

The change there isn’t as

' dramatic nor as total as the

King Island move.

There, are no falling ‘boul=
ders or plagues of sickness,
and the BIA school is- still
- full of leaming youhgsters.

The elements of the same

economic 'pattem, however,
are becoming apparent.
Population Dwindles
Diomede once  hoasted a
population in the hundreds.
Now. there are about 70
people there.
At first, men began leaving

. to-work at laboring jobs, on

the - AJaska mainland during
the summers,
began- teking their families
with them for the season.

And then, one by one, the
families started ' staying on
the mainland and only visit~
ing the island community oc-
casionally. p

(Continued on Page §)

casional

Some of them °

- CARVING AMID POVERTY~

Above " (right); ‘and below
(lefr), ng Island people now
make a slim living from oc-
employment ~ and
ivory carving, a skilled trade.
The prices paid for carvings
are not reclly equal to the
long hours of labor: put into
each carving. Housing in
the new. “King lIsland Vii-
lage,"" -built on an old gar-
bage dump near Nome, leaves
much to be desired.. Ten
people live in the 10 x 15-ft,
shack pictured below.

Tundra. Times Photos
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