- King Island -

By TIM BRADNER

The ‘wheel of social revo-
lution—glowly . depopulating
and destroying Alaska’s old,
traditional villages — is still
timing. :

-And today ‘the effects of
the ' transition are. only that

X much more apparent.

Villagers move—forced ‘ag:
ainst their will ‘by circum
‘stance—to larger communities

near hospitals, medical care, -

schools and ‘a chance. for a
cash income in & White Man’s
«eivilization to buy the things
the White Man buys.
- But, the chance for a cash
income—a job-is often lack~
‘ing, and in the *‘larger com-
munities” .the vill agers often
find thémselves moving into
squalor and: poverty-stricken
‘conditions that would . chal-
lenge: the worst -Appalachia
‘has to offer.

“ Appalachia’s mild. winter,
however, is. o far cry from

what. Alaskans have to:face. "

Often; . after mdving to the
larger - corimunities - the : vil-
lagers find that & retum to
.the old ' village and the old
way of life is impossible.

They hnve burned their
bridges behind then.
KING ISLAND

Today: the old King Island
community, perched on- stilts
on the side of a steep hill on
the island, is a ghost-village.

Rocks mmﬂe from cliffs

. towering' ‘over . the village,
~ cruehing empty hauses one by

one. - Winter storms are slow-

. ly tearing away what is left:

' According to recent reports,
no villagers spent last winter
at the old island community
ad only eight from Nome
went out to take advantage of
good hunting and fishing this
summer,

Soon no one will visit the
old village and the social
cycle will be conipl ete.

Wiriter storms will - take
their. toll ‘and what is left
will be for futire archieolo-
gists to dig and find.

EXAMPLES

What heppened to the King
Islanders, . now -living in a
squalid shack-village located
on Nome’s old city garbage.
dump is & model example of
Alaska’s village revolution,
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