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- King Island -

By tlMTIMIV BRADNERBRADNER-

The

BRADNER-

TheThe wheel of social revorevo-revo-
lutionslQwly

revo-
lutionslgwly

-¬-

lutionlution-slQwlylutionslQwlylution-slgwlyslgwly-slowly depopulatingdepopu1atingdepopu1ating-

and
depopulating-

andand destroying Alaska'sAlaskas'AlaskaAlaska'sold'.. old ,
traditionaltraditionalvillagesvillages - is stillatillatill-
tuming

still-
turningturningtuming .

And today thetheeffects(he effects oforor-
the

of-
thethe transition are only thatthat-
much

that-
muchmuchmoremuch more apparentawarentapparent-

Villagers
.,

Villagers move-forcedmoveforcedmove-breedbreedmove-ImoveI--> reed aga *#

ainstmDstainat their will by circumcircum-cIcircu-
mstanceto

¬-
stance-tostancetostance--tostance--- to larger communitiesCOIUtIIlIDitiesCOIUtIIlIDitie-
snear

communities-
nearnear hospitals ,. medical care ,.

schoolsschoo ., and a chance for aa-
cash

a-
bashcashbash income in a White Man'sMansMan'aManaMan'a-

'ci
Man's-

Htdvilization

'
'CivilizationCivilizationHtdvilization'cici'' vilization to buy theth thingthingsthings-
the

things-
the

!
the White ManMall buys .,

But the chancebance forI>r a cashcash-
income

cash-
incomeaincome-aincomeaincome--aincome --- a fob-isfobislob-Islobjob-isjob-- often lack-lacklack-
ng

lack-
Ing

-.
lngIng' |ng , and in the 'largerlarger"larger'""' comcom-cont-contcom'munitie-

s

cont-
munitlee

-¬-
'-munities
m-

unities'munitiesmunitlee " the villagersvill agers oftenottenotten-
tlnd

often-
AndfindtlndAnd themselves moving intomoointo-

squalor'-squalor
s-
qualor('. squalor and '" poverty-strickenpovertystrickenpovet1y-strickenpovet1ypovet1ystricken-
xJnditions

povertystricken-
'onditions

--
Vonditiona\xJnditionsxJnditions'onditionsonditions\' thatthal wouldWouI l< chalchatcha-chacha-

.lenge

! ¬.-
lenge.lenge,. l nge the worworstt Appalach-
iat

Appalachi-
aas

Appalachia-
bag

Appalachia

t( hasbagas to offer.,
Appolachia'sAppolachiasAppalachia'sAppalachiasjAppalachia'syAppalachia'sjy) ' mild winter ,

f
.howeverhowever'howeverhowever',. , is aIte'

*' farfat cry fromfrom-
what

from-
iwhat\whatwhatiwhat\ Alaskans havehove tpifacetp ,face(ace .

. Often , after mdvingm ving to thethe-
larger

the-
largerlarger cownunitieacotdllunitieecoranunities the vilviivil-vilvil-
lagers

¬.-
lagers find thaithat a.airetumreturn'return' toto-
the

to-
thekthe, the old VillageV1Uage , and the oldold-
wayway119 ofot lifeliililice ' is impossible..

They have burned theirtheir-
bridges

their-
bridgesbridges behind them .

KING ISLANDISLAND-

Today

ISLAND-

TodayToday1'00119100119' thetheItheoldI, old King IslandIsland-
tnmmunity

Island-
communitycommunitytnmmunity , ''perched'Perched' onn stillsstiltsstilts-
on

stilts-
onon thetile side of a steep hUl'oiihUloiihill"oilhilloilhil1hill"oil-

the ''" JiJ-
ithethe islandialand,, is a ghost-villageghostvillageghosb.villageghosbvillageg\xJgxJ\ lrviUage-.

.

RocksRocki tumble from cliffsclift'scliftsclift's-
towering

cliffs-
towering 'towering over theth village ,.
crushingCJUthingcruehing empty houseshquses one bybY-

one
by-

oneone . Winter storms areare slowslow-slow-
ly

slow-
ly

-¬-

ly tearing away whatwhwhsis\ss\ left..
According to recent reportsI'qIOrtsIqIOrts' ,

no villagersviUsg rs spent last winterwinter-
at

winter-
atat the old islandIslandcommunitycommunitycommunity-
aidand1daid only eight from NomeNoireNome-
went

Noire-
wentwent out to take advantage ofoff-

lOOd

of-
goodgoodflOOd hunting and fishing thisthis-
summer

this-
summersummer .

SconSoon no one willwillvisitvisit thethe-
old

the-
oldold village and the socialsocial-
cycle

social-
cyclecycle will be contpleteconpleteconiplete! .

Winter stormsstonnsatoms will taketake-
their

take-
theirtheir tollton and what is18to leftleft-
will

left-
willwill bobe forCor future archeolo-archeoloarcheolo-
gists

archeolarcheolo-
gists

-
'

gists to dig andI\t1dIt1d\ find .

EXAMPLESEXAMPLES-
What

,EXAMPLES-
What

EXAMPLES-
What

;
What happenedboppened to the KingKing-

lslanders
King-

islandersIslanderslslanders,, now living hiininl.ltl.ltlltl.l-
tsqualid

( a&.a-
squalidsqualid shack-villageshackvillageehack-vill84teehackvill84te- locatedlocated-
onongarbagedumpNome'sNomes' old city garbage
dump iaJeis a-a-amodel- model example ofof-
Alaska's

of-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' villagevillag revolution,;,'

(Continuedan'lnuodanlnuod' tiftananPose.pp.-PosePose- o . 6)6)
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,:'AA',A newslow examplee 18 etillstill$tin '
in-the-intheth:&.111161;- - 'intheSnakingSnaking'Jll8kinJll8kin' " *, UIsraj';; PtomedeJfomede)1omede .IslandIslandJ3sll3sll-

the
. Ict_,,

the snwllmoll! QU, toughbJugil: group of vU-rvUrviJ.fviJf.vU-
rlagert

viJ.f-

'r
vil -'

'rr' . lagertlager.,ere* livingliVinjt1lvirg ' threethreewiles,. ;: BileslI1l1es ,,

i' , ''u"u-
Island

u*:'. ,11,' ftoaj!tooI-tooItooIRIjA'IJ*'-= RUSKta's-1RUSKta'sRUSKtas1RIjA'IJRIjAIJII9ae1'9's-II9ae1'9'sII9ae19sII9ae1'9'-
sIsland

!.@ !' ' - BigBigPimnadBit -, -PimnadPimnadJIo1'llJIo1ll)dmedea'$*
',' ..,

IslandalandIsland-
medea

! in ttotbthe Bering StraitsSlraitS :.

DiOllederaj'hay'. For-ForForyews-., yews1emyears the DioraederaDiopedersDiO\llederajDiOllederaj\ ];

'hayhayhavehave,, beeneenbeenmoving!, ntntnvingvingvving '" taIn smallsmall-
lI'OuPs

small-
groupsgroupslI'OuPslIOuPs' to10 .TellerTeller.,WlarOlar and NoneNome .!
AlthoughAlthoup thethe'islandtheisland'islandisland'sislands'*, popul-populpula-pulapopula-populapopu-

l'tion.has
pula'tl-

OQ
popula-

'tlon
*':---., 'tion.hastion.hastionhas'tlOQtlOQ'tlontlon'

., I\asIasbag\ bebeen& holdingboldingtw> 14ini atat,7Qat7Qat,7Oat7Oat,7Q,-
1ate1y

at,7O-
lately

,. ,7070,

i,lately,1ate1y1ate1y andan4 even showedallowed a riseriaQrisriaQ-

'to
"

'toto' 800090 lastla 'winterwintert'wintlStwintlS,
' ', signrdgnisigns* that ,

thewallyfollow,'villagevillage'yillageyillage'village'willvillagewill*'', will eventuallyeven f.uaUyfuaUywally. ,
Jon,jbllowfollow" to4). KingKng'tslKngtslKing'lalind'aKinglalinda( ' Islandntl'*. pathath. .,

-
, are

,
beginningbginnin * to show-showshow-

TRAPPED
*,.';
-

, TRAPPEDT t.PPEDtPPED. -.
,

ww-

The

? ;'
,

the'rhorho' King 'IslandersIslanders'IslooootsIsloooots'

*;; ;"' afteran.eraneran.erIafter.an.er-
inoving

I'

toovinginovingmoving to PlaneNameNoine,, .foundjhemfoundjhem., foUnd_thelll-'otthelll'ototthelll'ot-
Bel

them-'*
'

'
* '

Belselvesslvest417'Althoughyea caughtaught in 8fa* tiatt417r -.

'AlthoughAlthough' thingsthins, 'arar'areare''are better-betterbeitbetter-
now

etter"-'

IIIInow, now thanthlUl inillIdIdyears', years'earear)' ' past.,."KingKing"'KngKng'KngI-
sland

'! '
Islandbland

' ', VU1a8e'outsideVU1a8eoutsideVillage'VUlagVUlag "":;' 'outsideoutside'outside .ofof. .of-
Nome

ofof-
NomeNome UtoI,' fitJlUargdyaliDstill largely the col-colcol-
lection

col-
lecwlli

col-
lectiod

- ,,

lectionlecwllilectiod ,,, ofrBha'ckaofrBhackaof "alal", ,,
shacks'

s .itit9t,
.U has.al-has.alhas.al-

ways
buhas .' 01-01al-al01-

W8ys
al-

ways
- ''

waysW8ys, been.. ., ,
'-

i
i'

", !; ; ,

Life wasW8$ rugged1\Iqed"i1Iqed"iIqedipigged\ '"wi'
< lt the oolAoldolA-

JlI1l111d'7b
old-

lalandhilt
<4

JlI1l111d'7bJlI1l111d7bidand-butidandbutlaland-hiltlalandhilt-'- t the peoplepeoplopeople'i'IpeopleiI"werewerevlere"'vlere-
hearer 'heartyhearerhe ""'andand8IId

'
therethlt'ethltethlt'eIwnathere'wastherewas!' 'waswasIwna' plentyplentvplentv-

of
plenty-

of
;

of good buntinghuntitbunting'especiallyhunthigfgf,, /'especially'especiallyespeciallyeapeciatly/' especially-
eeals.ll

eapeciatly-
scalesealsscaleeeals.lleealsll. and'ldld' walruseswslruBe/lwslruBelwslruBel-

The
walruses-

The /,
;The-The- IslandersJ8Iandets were strongstrong-

ononn the traditionstraditiontrad tlonstlonsof, of their culcut..

tarelurehire.. They steadfastlysteadfastly'TuiptsteadfastlyTuiptsteadfastly'keptsteadfastlykeptsteadfastly'kept-
their

, 'keptkept'
w.w-

hire
their dancesdanQes and8Ild8IldceYemonlesceremoniesceYemonlesceremonies-
and"andand"' d passedpused them onoijAa. . to-to.totheif- theiftheirtheir-
'childrenchildren'children' .

" i. But the ,> move to Nome-NomeNOIIINome-
brought

,."-,
t broughtbought about ,by circum-circumcircu-

mat
.,.,cttcum1circum-* '

stancesncesat beyond theirirththeir control ,..,,

hasbas led , to a. , disintegrationdislnteg1'ationdislnteg1ationdislnteg1'atio-
nIpnl

disintegration-
among 'Ipnl,,,awmgamongngnglungyoung\lunglungyoung)'\ peoplepeop\epeope\ , to,tdw a deddam-dam-

,

;'jreeV'

'

" ,'.,
' Oftbe,), the-thetheoldr;- oldod! 'culturalcultural'cultural"value-

s
.CC'.ltu '

"-

values
v-

alues
"

"JIIue8JIIue8'valuesvalues" *, ,.
'

," , !
, >, 4' , .",

' FF-

V

'
"JIIue81
v\\11\fbdfbdvfbd\ 'jJjJ' ' peopleOll\eOlle!\ ;,:'' cannot1cannot': :

.huntbunthunt-
around', aroubdIII'OUndIIIOUndaround' NomNOIItNoah§ "andandnd" unlessunlaesunl s$ ththethe-
enoradidannual

§

lobeafeporadiO'ieporadiOiSIOradl'JSIOradlenoradidannual'JJ'<,' annualannual.laboannuallabo.,ulaboit.laborlabor.
. .,, lobelobslobs-

are
lobe-

areareafare availableftveilable.vaiIvaiI. lieliethey,. sthey\theythey
\
they ' areare" 41

' foic-foicforo-forofoic-
.ed

foro-
ed

foro-
ed

---
.eded.,_ ed toliv0tp'livetplivet 'U-Y'UUY;' -(! on slim81alln &welfrowelfro*& welfarewet ,'
checks, ..' I'

.,, li'tAtA'
, i' ',&"- ,

, ,

,

"- ] '. CAUSESCAUSESiCAUSECAUSES$"'"' -ii0-, I
.,

, ' ThereThero, were llIIDYmanyraw causescalise/calisecauescalise01/! of01of-
the

01-

the
of-

thethe original jrnovemovemow toto the NomeNome-

area
Nome-

arena

me
. areaereaarena ,,'. ut;,e' TheTbTh 'II\OV'IIIIOV"'movepove\ itself taoVtooktaoV-

place
t.ootoo.took-

plaextroieptltcerove'tptltcerovetplaextroieplace: ;ovs'*t &. 'periodperiod', of01
,yearyears* '

bvtblltbut, startedetded in a fagbig waywax dudI!dur>"'::ii-irigthiirigthibitbig ththe earlyear1y19I0Y,1950819508,195081,;.19501950.'* s . ,
,'' , -1-1-, 1-

V

'"'" -
.

" V,' .:'-
i

i'W(\ ''
large1ll1'ge1ll1ge' tuDerculosistuWculosistUoottlIoais, ept-eptepi-epiept-

Mnicswept
epi-

o
j.--

>' Mnicsweptk1mictaWEP\k1mictaWEPk1mictaWEPt.hroo *ewept \ throught.hrothro.gb toethe comconi-conicornconi'-
ptdnitv'in

-'.
'ptdnitv'inptdnitvin'piinityty;' in ' ttotIJethe late-1940'dlate1940'd1940dl"te'1940'slte1940sIota-1940'dIota" -' ' andand-
'thf

and'-
tI1

and-
'tire'thfthf'tiretire'tI1tI1' "' ">" closely-builtcloselybuiltclosely.tiailtocloselytiailto!ose JI-wlltJIwllt-, -. ,, ,))

', packedpacked-
houseS

packed-
houaeshouseShouaes;< ., aidCClaided; ", 'sprispri' spr

',
?"

g"orgorg-ofgofg"or-
'tb

gof'-
tho

",
-

'thethe'thotho'tbtb' disease,1disease1dlseaaCdisease!.,. ' '
s.t "

, '

:' ., ,vAith'AtthlltAtthlltAIthat' , * timetintim'e' ,'
manyvillager8n8llythan! lllsglS'slllsglSsjrvillagers, ' ;,', '

,
'-moved
m-

oved'slowedmv d "toto'to"'
i,; theWe ,., 'presentpresentIAVil"vilvilIAVil"vivi" !.*'

, iage"7neariage7neart84ie'neltrt84ieneltrIse"""
,

'-new
n-ew' Nome'toNometoNome

.
:,'to be DeafHeateat

,

'

, thtb& hospitalbospiW there. " '

The'yheyhe' BIA-operatedBIAoperatedBlA-bpetatedBlAbpetatedBIA-;-bperated schoolIIchool onon-
'the, tlie'IlieIlie'thethe]'', islandjsl8lld, , closed when rock-rockrock-

slides
rockrock-

glides
-.- ,

slidesglides *' damaged some of thethethe-
Iuildings

the-
buildingsbuildingsI\uildingsIuildings:\ and the agencyaigen ranran-
into

ran-
intointo troublettQubletrquble recruitingNlting teachteacl)':.=*

ersuaerg for the isolatedisolatedweather, /weather-weatherweatheJ'oweatheJoweather-weather-
whipped

/:weather-
whipped

weatheJ'o-

whipped '--whipped idhlllldsislandssoda. "

ClosingClosingf' of\ff\) the schoolachOoI putpputput-
anotheranother"another." , pressurepresSurepreedure'onpreedureon'on ;the,the KingKing-
Isllnoors

King-
IslandersIslandersIsll\noorsIsllnoors\ to move . ' They'They' '
wantedwMted their childrenc)ldren 'tntn'

in-inin-
classes

in -',

classeselsllseiclacla-
I

. Q
I, THE'OLtfWAYTHEOLtfWAYTHE'OLtfWAY-

Leader
THiTHP'bl-i5THP'blTHPbli5: ' LD- WAY ,

LeaderLeadenLeade !; ofd the !: King IslaniIslandIsland-
people

Island-
peoplepeople,,,'-

i

i'
, chiefchi.etchietthief. Paul TiulanaTiulana,.,,

triedtritried'totriedtod'todto'toto' lead hishielJi people outouout-
ofof thethe NoqeNorteNo 1' trapt1'Itt1Ittract'( to foundro nd ajrg .,

newbew villagevl1age Atat Cape-CapeCapeWooleyiC - WooleyiWool6fWooley: ;

45 milesIDiles ' westweat ofofNOIIIeof.NomeofNome,. Nome , andand-
65,,

-6565,65,65Ilil-, ti5' mil/IlilIlilmiles/ ?1I* north-ofnorthofnortll'ofnortllofnorth'-'*( KingKini IslandIsI/illdIsIilldIsland/ .
"ThereThere"" ' my peopleplqIl'eplqIle,' wouldwould-

notnotlO have to,to worry about:;About Ifoodfoodod..
.There's.TheresTheresmtete/mteteTheta'sThetasmteteall. '/! .allall., , kinds ofof, game4game-gamegame-

seal
-'

seal , walruswabus , oogrukoognuk ,, fishingsJsJngng," .

crabVcrabs ' andane! damscl8lllBdams'fiulanadamsfiulanadams'fiulana-
tad

,"',"' ' Tiulana1'illlla1'il1il'' lllallla-
'told'toldtold'
toldtad the''

i''Tundra"Tme8TundraTme8TundraTundraITundraTimena" I' 'TimesTimesTimena! ' in ,
',

1964 .;' -_ -_ ,
J"

The "CapeCapeJape(" WooleyWqoley locationllocation-
would

$tiontion-
wouldwould

,be reasonablyreasol1abJy dosecloae toto-
Nome

to-
NomeNome aridand the hospitalftoSPitaitoapital there.", ,

,7tlt.wouldtltwouldIt.wouldItwouldIt .", .wouldwould. be accessible byby-
skin

by-
akinskinakin boat fatin the summers andand-
.via.viavia;

., via the ftoWhrownow dlrnoet-completodlrnoetcompletoalmoskompletealmost-completealmostcomplete--
Nome-TellerNomeTeller'Nome-Teller'Nomealmoskomplete'NomeTelleralmostcompleteNomeTellerNome-TellerNomeTeller' --

,'
highway ;, duringduriJCduriJduriJ-

the
during-

the
C

,:'thethe' winterwinters:
,'

-ss- .-
cTh"' 'hehe'TheThe'hevililige):' tillage-vililigevililigevillage- sitesitsite'oouldsiteoould; 'couldcould' uld aofaQoa-aa-

comatodate
*- '

conunodataCOII1IIIodatecomatodateCOII1IIIodateiIII>,' an/iIIIiIII/ airfieldairlield., "fiu-"fiufiu'Tiu-'TiuTiu"fiu-
Jana

"'TiU-'TiUTiU'TiU-
Jana

'Tiu-
Iana

' -:-
JanaIana aIIIalso) so pointed outout.. ;:.

WhateverWhotever theilia advantageadvantagesadv8llt EJ*' ofof,

,tha.f.bGf.bGfbG.tsitestheCapeCape ,
Wooley villagevitl ge siteaitesites,

the move wasl1Ias nevernaver jpademadeade.
In1\, 1964i1964 ,,":' governmentgvmment offiomoffi-offioffi-

vials
".- ,

help'withhelpwithdaisdolsvials seemed besifanthesitanthesifent to helphelp
'-program
p-

rogram'-program
p-

rogram' '
'withwith'with a housinglll1aiQg!) program ,". , 'andand'IlldIlld'and-
sincesince thentheI the KfngIslandItinglelandeisKing Islandersf .
.themselvesthemselves.thth. m.selvesmselves. 'havehave' have8v graduallygraduslJ.ygraduslJy.graduallylost'
;,: lostlollt interestinterest-

Accordingta: ". '\ ,

eacheatAccordingcordingAAccordingta, to reportsieports , eacheaeachh
,

yVar.far-eateat.ff.- ar a foilpoll.PollPoll. off the peoplepeopl livtitiyliv-livliv-
lhg

y-y-y-
1hgin

¬-
inglhg1hgin,

,in .tM"Kfcgj8land.tMKfcgj8landtMKfcgj8landthe"Klnalaland1hethe"Kln-a-lalthe"KlntheKlnalal.; .."' 'JJ'('JIal!-IalIal!-- - andandi.Vil--.Vil/i-i+/-.viviila-
ge'r

...Vi-
llage

!-'"-

lageI11gelage'rlager*"' '"' nndaAndafinds. fewerfewermdr 'aidaid-mdmd'-:nut., fewerffewer-
wanting'wantingwanting'wlmbngwlmbng' to tackle the movehovep1Ove .

BesidesBesides'gradually--'gradually'-graduallyg-radually'GladuallyGladually'graduallygradually-,'' beeom-beeombeom--ombecom-becom-beeom-
Jug

omJ-og
becom-

ing
-

JugJoging accustomed-accustomedaccustomedtoaoculitoaccustomed-toaccustomedto1ed -'- to
"

life in anan-
urbanurbanurbaJI area,,. Sen." E.UEUE.LEL..,, Bart9WHart*;

, lett'eletteleU'sleUsleft'slefts'' Native'*' HousingHOliaintHousing BillamBill-Bill-
now

,-

KFP110ftnow pendingmng in CongresdCoredCoQ !\ maymay-
gi

may-

givegivegi .:< newew hopehop ' to improvingimpJlimproving-
the

:>vin ,;

thethe NomeN me JOj1ajoeatlocationono1lo'. ,
.

.
, Despiteeap'iteeapite) ' thdththe ,. . conveniencesoonveniencconveunie nceiB *,

,
living11'4011lel\l11'4011lel114011lell' neafneat\' NomeNone iIeIs dislikedcna\ikcnaikdisliked-
try \ dd-
bybytrybyII1MYmanyII1MY ofattheofthe,the 'oldererIJIe'IPleerIJIeIPle'older'peopleolderpeoplel 'peoplepeople'!' , .
who :.feelfeelroel., thatthatexpoBUIEexpoexpoBUIEexposanqsaw! 1,1to, to

,"WhiteWhite"WhiteWhite""' Mill'SMillSIran'sIrans' 'CMl1m'UonCMl1mUon'CivilCivil' zdUon'rzdUonrzdUon'r-
is ' "'
isI'sIs destroying .theirtheir. ownownowti'' oncoonce-onceonce-
strohg

nee-neenee-
atrohg

--
strongatrohgstrohg 1ridit/1ridit1riditI1Sftraditionstraditleme/I1SfI1SfpartiCtr, particularlyjhaniicularlypartiCtrjhaniicularly-
among

arllarll-
amonamonamong, 'thethe'tletle'* )the younger'OungerOunger)' ' ,, general,OIera1.

,

-.
t1Q1)t1Q1wg-wgwgv)) @.. -, ." ;

, v): ;
"

. /. r "-v
v"' , :

";"';'OutOutit'ftutftut' ththere 'aCaC'atataL' least1enact1 enactst Wwe ' hadhhad-
something, somethingIIomething , 'ff"' ? anIIanft,.. elderly.elderlyelderly"rnanelderlyrnanelderly"rnan-
in

. "' "
manma-

n'in
lIanIan-

'in'inin' in tJ1ethe;(be Nond1lomdN e , .villagevillage.,viP. said.aidaid. .
,. "HereHereNets"'JIJI':_ '"

', tyeViertetyedon'trtedon't-don'tdon'tdont.don't.dont-. ' ' have >, ' any-any811-811$-any-
thing

- .,811thinganythingthing. .AndAnd., We haven'thaventhavell'thavellt.' learnlearn-1learn-
ed

_
¬-

ed hohoww,!" to getBt ititekehere\ekeeke!\,, eithereltlu r ,.",,

'.


