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Feditors notes vincentpricevincent price famedlamed actor ofworldof world renown and an art
patron much of which heh devotes toward the arts of the americanthoamer1can I1indians
hashat written an introduction to theth booklet entitled NATIVE AMERICAN
ARTS 12 INSTITUTEinstituteof OF AMERIAMERICANCAN INDIAindianartsindiamartsMARTS

vincent pacpricepfc is thetn chairchairmanmarr of the I1indian arts and craft board of the
unitedun red sutstates departmentof0ep&m&nt710fDepartmentof the interior his profoundandprofound and sneirthresnesitivosneirthre
evaluation of the I1indians contribution to the cultural heritage of the united
states bearsbeam reading ttft Is hereby reprinted in itsus entirety we thank the
united sutstates department of thether interior stowstewartft I1L udall SOMsecretarytarys
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to mmuchuch of the world one of the most important aspectssjoe6ts of
our ofttimes challenged cultural prowess past and present is ihthee
contribution to thethe historic loretore and the conticontinuingcontinumcontinuanumg cultural fact of
the american indian ifan1fanif anyoneyone chloeschooeschoofts tofo question this they will
have to admifthatadinit7that the indianwiwi contribution to the world picture ofor
america has been and stillso is the roostmost glglamorousamo4romanticromantic and
intriguing 9

I1 speakispeakisseak of world interest but ofcoursecdursejhethe glamour and fascina-
tion exist for us too even ifperliperhapsaps to a lesser ddegreeOFW butnutwhilewhat we
may outgrow our interest or take I1itt foforr sgrantedran wed other people
cherish anandd retain theirs anandd actually take the trouble to acquaint
themselvesthemselveithernselveithemselvei with the many facetted indian personality more than
wet do sadly thetbeavemgeaverage americanamerica boasts an almost voluntary
ignorance of factual indian hotothhtothhhistorytoT andor contcontemporaryfaaifaa1 life
sadder yet has been the insensitivesensitiveIR disregard forfoe the cultural as
well as thethi physical needs ofa4 ocgreati at deoppeoppeople whom we seem to havehm
tried quite consciously to beach along theahe swift current of modemmodern
life

of course there havehm been some too few devoted indiansindiana amidimidd
non indians who have sincerely tried to help the indian to help
the indian to help himself 110howeverimm a general unconcern hasUs
tended to shunt him off onto a vaguely integrated xidetrackwfeeresidetrackvaeri
he has joined other ethnic groups successfully derailed by this
method of &papdeprivingriving ipshedalspedalipecialspedalecial groups of their human direction
their personapersonalityfity and all4mobrtantall important individuality

most of us will admitI1 with varying degrees of ifltearityistwslty rangingran&g
from the desultorydesultotylo to passionate indignation that our indian
brother runhas had&hadhada a bad deal from 4usgaindsaindand a rough jgo of eftoiftoit to survive
we admit that what hashat been donedohe forfbi him amtimtvtwt be CIMSclaiclairedclaifedWtedfed in
the disastrous category of 016&too little and too lateate but suddenly
we findmid that this very susurvivalA

1
0.0spiritwt k-a phenomenoflit 1 0mmamm which it

deindemandingdeinandinganding respectful public WWOMU ot the indianUAM as an
indomitable diiifiedd4hified creative haamhumuihwam beirabeiafbeir4 Aant ator respect
growmfgrows tor himhift so does aci indians appreciation ofofhimmlfakkneaw &dad so
as the wheelhee turra we flat the anntnn beck bt the american
family goiflg fuh artemrtem ahead

one reasonteam for this could be the growingpovikbovik reftyzatioaruj&tkm on die
pattotmpattopart oftmmanyi any americans thr1noutt ialifl ourr desperate tedfortwdforbecjnecj foe cultural
identification in the woch and to itt we matmug locklook awkbckbwk to the
indladheritaindian heritage Uuaquekkm its cultural jaflmacmi-e me iajckfely
stainstampedped ol01on awsows and at long ltim we havehaw to idyka4n4tidmk them and
accept them fttefu8y

we have nagynmgy beccebecoeWWWU coftackmC M afaocfaoan iatenat umehwmeh inomnty
ateoit to pampkm ialifl oafomf clvaiaatiom in ffww tiiiimiiijir
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