
PefroleumPetroleum Product Overpricing
SEATTLESE.A'ITLlSE.AITLlSEAITLl.' :. - InvestigationsInvestlgattons otatofat-

petroleum
of-

petroleumpetroleum products overpricing
duringoverpricingduringthe month of July resultresult-result-
d

result-
ed

¬-

edd in more than 5300,0005300000$300,000300000$ , in rere-rere-

funds
re-

funds
¬-

funds to customers in Alaska ,
Idaho , Oregon and Washington ,
accordingaccordmg to Northwest FederalFederal-
Energy

Federal-
EnergyEnergy Regional AdministratorAdmmistrator ,

Jack BB.. Robertson .

FEA investigatorsmvestigators completed
147 investigations during thethe-

month
the-

monthmonth and found 818 ] violationsviolations-
ofof pricepnce regulationsregula'tions' , 77 of whichwhich-
were

which-
werewere at retail gasoline outlets .

Other pricing investigations inin-inin-

cluded
in-

cluded
¬-

cluded heating oil andandotherother midmid-mid-

dle
mid-

dle
¬-

dle distillatesdistiJIatts: .

Refunds to thethc general publicpublic-
through

public-
throughthrough gasoline outlets totaled
$291,900291900$2929$ ] ,900900, . These refunds are oror-oror-

dered
¬-

when FEA investigators
that a particular dealer hashas-

been overcharging . The dealer is
sked to rollroU back his prices e-ee-

nough
-

to make up for thethe-

amounamoun t he hashas-hasovercharged*'- overcharged .

In the case of heatingheatmg oil011 andand-

other
and-

otherother middle111iddle distillates , the acac-acac-

tual
ac-

tual
¬-

tualtualcustomerscustomers can be identifiedIdentified-
and

identified-
andandandrefundsrefunds are made to thosethose-
customers

those-
customerscustomers . The amount ofofrerere-rere-

funds
re-

funds
¬-

funds during'during' July for heatingheating-
oil

heating-
oiloil and other middle distillatesdistlilatesdistlilates-
was

distillates-
waswas about 58,00058000$8,0008000$ , .

"WeWe" are now into a point inIn-

our
in-

ourour compliance activitiesactivtties wherewhere-
we

where-
wewe can give , some special attenatten-atten-
tion

¬.-

tion to follow-upsfollowups- of previousprevious-
viohuions

previous-
violationsviolationsviohuions .

The first pricingpricl11g ol01offensefense maymay-

stem
may-

stemstem from misunderstadnings a-aa-

bout
a-

bout
a-

bout
-

bout the regulations , but onceonce-
our

once-
ourour . investigators have visited aa-

dealer
a-

dealerdealer there is no excuse forfor-

another
for-

anotheranother violation ,." helie said .

MaximumMaxunum penalties for pric-pricpric-

cing
pric-

cing
pric-

cing
-

cing violations under the MandaManda-Manda-
tory

¬.-

tory Petroleum AllocationAIJocat on regreg-reg-

ulations
¬.-

ulations are $2,5002500$ , for each civilcivI-
lviolation

civil-

violationviolation and 55,00055000$5,0005000$ , for eacheach-
criminal

each-
criminalcriminal violation .


