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‘It Divided Them Up

“It divided them wp,”” scid o Bethel Eskimo on the
telephone the other dey. “l wes ofreid it was going
to work that way.”'

The Bethel Eskimo, of course, was talking about the
fish c ontroversy thet hod plogued the Lower Kuskokwim
orea this month ond port of last month ond its effect on
the Eskimos there. Although the controversy has quietd
down from o broil, it has left some simmering elements
which may not be serious but which ere thought pre.-
voking ond semewhat disturbing. ‘

“Gussoks’’ means ““white men’’ in the Kuskokwim
orea. The word is perheps o derivation from the Russion
“*Cossock™ with whom past generstions of Kuskokwim

area Eskimos had contact. At ony rote, since thot time,

Coucasions have been known os “‘Gussoks’ in the
Kuskok wim Delta orea

The Kuskokwim Fishermen’s Cooperative with
technical assistance of the Alaska Stete Commwnity
Action Progrom made o tronsaction with the giont
Mitsubishi Intemational to sell its fresh—cought salmon
because the co—op haod lost its freezing focility ina
fire last winter. The transoction called for o Japonese
freezer ship 1o hondle the deal. The arongement was an
emergency measure becouse the Bethel area native
fishermen sow difficulties in morketing their salmen

catches this year.
Saying that there was something not quite right in

the deal, the state ond some of the domestic fish pro-
cessors got into the oct ond confusion resulted. Con-
troversy begon to rage. During the hassle, some of the
salmon, thousands of pounds of it, spoiled while words
flew back ond forth. This did not set well with the
native fishemen.

Rebellious Eskimo elements ogainst the native
co—op also resuvited. Rightly or wrongly, “Gussaks’
were deemed held responsible for this. This has not set
well either.

- *“Gussdk’’ has now become quite a common word in
the Bethel area.

Some of the Bethel Eskimos are saying, reportedly
in a joking manner, “We should pull the Gussak fishing
boats inlond,”’ ond, “We'll float big logs down on the
Gussak nets.”’

Although the fish contoversy is still going on but
on less intense monner, it will apparently leave some-
thing in its wake. There will be some mending % do
and this must be done so it will leave no reom for dis
content for all concemed in the future.

We are dso of the belief that expl ditation of the
native people thet had been prevaent in the past will
begin to discppear in the not o distant future. It is
now time 1o deol with the notive pecple on o fair ond
equitcble manner ond this is ol they ask.



