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Natlve Guard members hit by high ranking bias
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Aluh National Guardsmen 1st Sgt. Gus Johnson and 1st Lt. Danny 'l‘t:nglnk of the Ist Platoon, B Company, 6th
Battalion, pause a8 moment for a photo shoot by Tundra Times staff during the Guard's two week training period at
Camp Carroll, Ft. Richardson in the spring of 1994. Both Guardsmen are Yup'ik Eskimos. Allegations of racial bias
have been made by Natives and Caucasians through an investigation by a private firm. Clients of the firm have not yet

been identified. Photo by Anna M. Picken

ANG called ‘welfare’ for Natives

by Jeff Richardson and
Anna M. Pickett
Tundra Times stalT

Top Alaska National Guard
officers have systematically dis-
cnminated against Alaska Natives
and Afnican-Amencans dunng the
last two years, according to a fed-
eral civil rights official.

Arthur A. Fletcher, chair of the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights,
told Tundra Times that he had re
ceived findings of a preliminary
investigation by a pnivate Wash

ington, D.C, firm accusing high
ranking Guard officials of mak
ing threats and preparingunfavor
able evaluations targeting Native
and black subordinates and trying
to force their resignation from the
Alaska Army and Air National
Cuard

The report alleges “numerous™
instances of racial bias by top of
ficials, resulting in a pervasive
“general attitude of demoraliza
tion and fear.”

The repont released by Fletcher
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Native Guard members hit by hlgh ranking bias . . .
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Guardsman Elia Abruska gets a little camouflage applied to his face. Allega-

seems (o pose no problem.” : e _ .
The report also states: tons of racial bias have been made by Natives and Caucasians through an
. T} . » investigation by a private firm. Clients of the firm have not yet been identified.
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grew from an awareness of his
own experiences in the service
during World War II, and those
of his father, a Buffalo Soldier in
the U.S. Army.




