
Pipeline Closely Tied toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska Native Claims
By THOMAS RICHARDSRJCHARDS ,. JR .

Washington CorrespondentCorrespondent-

WASHINGTON

Correspondent-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , D.C-AtD.CAtD.CDCAt. . - theth-
et1

the-

timetimet11e the pipeline hearings concon-con-
cluded

(;on-onon-

eluded
¬-

cludedeluded here last weekwee ,. represenrepresen-represen-
tatives

represen-
tatives

¬-

tatives of the oil companies arar-arar-

gued
ar-

gued
¬-

gued that comprehensive propro--¬-

_
tectivetectlve measures will be takentJkentJken-

to
taken-

toto safeguard the environmentenvuonmentenvuonment-
along

environment-
alongalong the pipeline route .

Launching strong attacks onon-

the
on-

thethe InteriorIntenor Department'sDepartments'' EnEn-En-

vironmental
En-

vironmental
¬-

vironmental Impact . StatementStatement-
and

Statement-
andand on the Trans-AlaskaTransAlaska-- pipelinepipeline-
project

pipeline-
projectproject , conservationists pleadedpleaded-
for

pleaded-
forfor the preservation of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
wilderness

Alaska's-
wilderness

'
'. "

wilderness .
*,

Most Alaska witnesses-witnesseswitnessesthe,;-' thethe-
Governor

the-
GovernorGovernor and his staff and reprep-reprepr-

esentatIves
rep-

resentatives
-¬-

resentatives of Native groups ,.

offered testimonytestJmonytestJmonywhltestimonywhichwhichwhl h set themthem-

apar
them-

apartiapartapartiaparapartifrom, from the polarizedpoJanzed posiposi-posi-

tions
¬.-

tionsionst of conservationconserva tion andahd oiloil..
"WhatWhat" is lacking in the draftdraft-

report
draft-

reportreport is a consideration in huhu-huhu-

man
hu-

man
¬-

, man terms of the terrible pospos-poss-

Ibilities
-¬

sibilities of loss10s$ or of what is toto-

be
to-

bebe done in termstemts ofofrelievingrelievingrelieving-
human

relieving-
humanhuman suffering and of meetingmeeting-
human

meeting-
humanhuman needs ," stated DonDon-
Wright

Don-
WrightWright ,. PresidentPresident of trietlethetle AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives .

"WhatWhat" is needed also is aa-

recognition
a-

recognitionrecognition that the best way toto-

assure
to-

assureassure protection of the land isis-

by
is-

byby invoking the participation ofof-
those

of-
thosethose most dependent on it ,:"'
addedJVrightaddAdded.4JYright4JYright. WTighl ,. .",., . 'J'JJJ,'. .., ."'.. . , , .,.NN. , .' ,' ', ', , ,. '" ,' 'J.J'J'J'J.tJJJJJ.tJJJJJt' " ,".; , ' , ' ' .

Wright alsoso noted that thethe-
pipe1ine

the-
pipelinepipelinepipe1ine proposal is closely tiedtied-
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PipelinePi line and Claims . . .
( Continued from page 1)111)

to the settlement of the landland-
cl

land-
claimsclaimscl ims of Alaska natives . ThisThis-

position
This-

positionposition was shared by AlaskaAlaska-
Governor

'

Governor William A . Egan .

"ThoughThough"" the pipeline cannotcannot-
realistically

cannot-
realisticallyrealistically be built until a NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive claims bill passes the ConCon-Con-

bress

Con-

gress
¬-

gressbress , the building of a pipelinepipeline-
isis a practical necessity to a meanmean-mean-
ingful

mean-
ingful

¬-

ingful implementation of the nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive claims , " the Governor staledsta1edstaled-
The

sta1ed-
The

staled-
TheThe Governor also expressedexpressed-

concern
expressed-

concernconcern for the lack of attentionattention-
given

attention-
givengiven the people affected by thethe-

pipeline
the-

pipelinepipeline within Alaska..
"WeWe" cannot lock up all thethe-

vast
the-

vastvast natural resources of thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska in every cornercomercomer-
of

corner-
ofof the land , ignoringjgnoring the cry ofof-
poverty

of-
povertypoverty , of human want , of huhu-huhu-

man
hu-

man
¬-

man ignorance and disease whichwhich-
itit is

.
in our power to curecure .

"WeWe'We"' cannot ignore the ecoeco-eco-
nomic

eco-
nomic

-¬

nomic loss which translates intointo-
increased

into-
increasedincreasedincreasedunempJoymentincreasedunemploymentunemploymentunempJoyment , higherhigher-
relief

higher-
reliefreliefreliefrolesroles , increased crime andand-
human

and-
humanhuman suffering which has alal-alal-

ready
al-

ready
¬-

ready resulted from the unceruncer-uncer-
tainty

uncer-
tainty

¬-

tainty and dealy on this projectpoject{ ,,"
said the Governor .

Cecil Barnes , representing thethe-

Chugach
the-

ChugachChugach Native Association ,. waswas-
one

was-
oneone of a number of natives whowho-
came

who-
camecame to Washington to testify .

The Chugach Native AssociationAssociation-
represents

Association-
representsrepresents natives living near thethe-
southern

the-
southernsouthern terminus of the propro-pro-
posed

pro-
posed

-¬

posed pipeline route .

Barnes objected to the absenceabsence-
of

absence-
ofof concern for the peopleople whowho-
Jive

who-
liveliveJive alonga10ng the route . .

There"There
." here is much thought aboutabout-

tre
about-

treestreestre s and wilderness , but littlelittle-
about

little-
aboutabout human environment andand-

human
and-

humanhuman resources ,." he stated .

AnticipatingAnticipat J)., economic benebene-bene-
fits

bene-
fits

¬-

fits from pipelinepipelinepi eline construction ,.

the Chugach Natives formed aa-

development
a-

developmentdevelopment corporation whichwhIch-
was

which-
waswas named North Gulf Natives .

Inc .
."NorthNorth.North"' Gulf Natives , Inc .

favor building of a safe pipelinepipeline-
subject

pipeline-
subjectsubject and subsequent to a fairfair-

and
fair-

andand equitable settlement of thethe-

native
the-

nativenative land claimscJaims ," said Barnes .

He noted that natives favorfavor-

environmental
favor-

environmentalenvironmental protection , statingstating-
that

stating-
thatthat native influence tot6td" imposeimpose-
aa land freeze in Alaska was somesome-

indication
some-

indicationindication of their desire to propro-pro-
tect

pro-
tect

-¬

tect the environment .

Another spokesman ,. RichardRichard-

Prank
Richard-

FrankFrankPrank of Minto <., opposed pipepipe-pipe-
line

pipe-
line

¬-

line construction and demondemon-demon-

strated
demon-

strated
¬-

strated fear that damage maymay-
be

may-
bebe similar to pollution causedcaused-

by
caused-

byby mining operations in the inin-inin-

terior
in-

terior
¬-

terior .

With the exception of Frank ,

most natives indicated theythey-

would
they-

wouldwould favor construction of thethe-

pipeline
the-

pipelinepipeline should the Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive Land Claims be justly rere-rere-

solved
re-

solved
¬-

solved .
'

One prominent WashingtonWashington-

attorney
Washington-

attorneyattorney , respected for his1his ex-exex-

pert
ex-

pert
ex-

pert
- '

pert knowledge of land law ,. prepre-pre-

dicted
pre-

dicted
¬-

dicted however , that conservaconserva-conserva-

tionists
conserva-

tionists
¬-

tionists might effectively blockblock-

construction
block-

constructionconstruction of the pipeline propro-pro-
ject

pro-
ject

-¬

ject for as long as five years .
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