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OppositionOpsitionOp sition in SenateSenateB-
y

Sen te
By MADELYNMADEL YN SHULMANSHULMAN-

StaffWntcr
SHULMAN-

StaffWnter
SHULMAN-

StaffStaffWntcrStaffWnterStaffWntcr-

ANCHORAGE
StaffWnte-

rANCHORAGENative
Staff WriterWrite-

rANCHORAGENativeANCHORAGEANCHORAGE-NativeANCHORAGENative-Native landlandclaimsclaims arearc at a criticalcritical-

point
critical-

pointpoint in the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs ComCom-Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee
¬-

mittee following Thursday'sThursdays' hearings , accordingaccordingtoto AFNAFN-

attorney
AFN-

attorneyattorney Ken Bass , a member of Ramsey Clark'sClarks' lawJawJaw-

firm
law-

firmfirm .

"LastLast" year there was no oror-oror-

ganIzed
or-

ganized
¬-

ganized 'nono' land ' position in1010-

the
in-

thethe Senate InteriorIn tenor Committee ,:."'
explained Bassas $ speakingspeakmg to AFNAFN-
Board

AFN-
BoardmembersatBoardBoardmembersatmembers at iheirtheir FebruaryFebruarv.

20 meeting .

This yearvear ,. he fears ,. a conserva1-conserva1conservd-conservdconserva1-

tive
conservconservd-

tive

-

tivetlve oppositionopposition to including aa-

large
a-

largelarge amount of fee title landland-
Inin a claims settlement maymav dede-dede-

velop
de-

velop
¬-

velop around Secretary ofofofthethethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior Rogers C.BCB. . Morton .

At Senate Interior CommitteeCommlteeCommltee-
hearings

Committee-
hearings !hearings on Thursday ( February
18)18) Secretary Morton testifiedtestified-
that

testified-
thatthatthat35S-35S35$-3535- ( theth'e' Senate lardlam claimsclaims-
biIJ

claims-
billbillbiIJ which passed the SenateSenate-
last

Senate-
lastlast yearye.ar. as S-1830)S1830)18305-1830)5-- ) was good ,.

but needed changes in the landland-

provisions
land-

provisionsprovisions . f-f-
TheThe changes he p posed'posed'posed-

closely
'posed-

closelyclosely parallel the provisionsprovisions-
ofof a House bill introduced lastlast-

month
last-

monthmonth by Congressman WayneWayne-
A

Wayne-
AspinallAspinallA inall.. This bill grantsgants( NativeNative-
villages

Native-
villagesvillages up to four times as muchmuch-
land

much-
landlandlandISas-ISIS'- their village site in feefee-

title
fee-

titletitle , allowing subsistencesublstence$ useuse-

permits
use-

permitspermits to be issued for up to

40 million acres ofofofadditionaladditionaladditional-
land

additional-
landland .

Secretary Morton estimatedestimated-
the

estimated-
thethe land granted by his proposedproposed-
bill

proposed-
billbillbill., which he said was presentlypresently-
being

presently-
beingbeing prepared by the Interiorhltenorhiteriorhltenor-
Department

hiterior-
DepartmentDepartment ,. as about 1I millionmillIOn-

acres
million-

acresacres . AFN counsel estimatesestunatesestunates-
the

estimates-
thethe land at 80 thousandthousandaCresacresaCres-

and
acres-

andandandcaUsandcallscallscaUs the subsistence permitspermits-
aa "shamsham" .

"
"WeWe"" believe theythev ( subsistencesubsIstence-

perrmtsl
subsistence-

permitspermitsperrmtsl) are a shamsham ,. only goodgood-
asas long as the Secretary of thethe-

Intenor
the-

InteriorInteriorIntenor gives the permits . TheyThey-
are

They-
areare totally discretionary on hisIllSIllS-

part
his-

partpart ,
" Bass told the Board .

In a statement to PresidentPresident-
1lxon

President-
NixonNixon1\lxon1lxon\: and to the Press the AFNAFAFN-
BoardBoardBoardofof Directors expressedexpressedIt itIt-ItIt-

self
it-

self
¬-

selfselfas "shockedshocked" disdis-dis-
mayed

dis-

mayed
as ,. outraged ,. -¬-

mayed " att the provisionsprlVISIOns) outout-outout-
lined

out-
lined

¬-

lined by Secretary MortonMorton-
statement

Morton-
statement( statement printed on Page 2 . I)I-

AFNAFN President Don WrightWn t.,

who was in Washington to appearilppearilppear-
at

appear-
atat the hearings and attorneyattorney-
Bass

attorney-
BassBass were surprisedsurptlsed and shockedshocked-

Continued

shocked-

ContInued

shocked-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



Critical Point . . .
(Continued from page 1)1)

at the testimony by SecretarySecretary-
Morton

Secretary-
MortonMorton , they told the AFNAFN-
board

AFN-
boardboard .

On the day after the hearinghearing-
Mr

hearing-
MrMr.. Bass contacted other WashWash-Wash-

mgton
Wash-

ington
¬-

ingtonmgton officials and members ofof-

the
of-

thethe White House staff . TillTill-

Wednesday
Till-

WednesdayWednesday ,. he said ,. the staffstaff-
believed

staff-
believedbelieved Morton would testifytestify-
that

testify-
thatthat he was generally inm favorfavor-
of

favor-
ofofofaa "goodgood" and just settlement ,"
of the landlandclaimsclaims issue-butissuebut- nothOlhOl-

go
not-

gogo into specific provisions .

On0.11011. the Friday before thethe-

hearings
the-

hearingshearings ( February 12)1211)11) , DonDon-

Wright
Don-

WrightWright met with Secretary MorMor-Mor-

ton
Mor-

ton
¬-

ton in Washington . AccordingAccording-

toto Wright ,. Morton seemed helphelp-help-
ful

help-
ful

-¬-

ful ,. concerned and favored aa-

"good
a-

"good"goodgood" bill.. "
"AsAs" Morton testified ," saidsaId-

Bass

said-

BassBass , "weweUwe" could see some of thethe-

more
the-

moremore conservative members ofof-

the
of-

thethe committeeommittee lookinglookingupup .:"' HelieHe-

fears
lie-

fearsfears further hearings might pushpush-
Senators

push-
SenatorsSenators toward a small landland-

settlement
land-

settlementsettlement ..

Secretary Morton and memmem-mem-
bers

mem-
bers

¬-

bers of the Senate InteriorIntenor ComCom-Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee
¬-

mittee , said the lawyer , do notnot-
believe

not-
believebelieve in the legal "rightsrights" " ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian title . They see the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement as a form ofof-

Indian
of-

Indian.welfareIndianIndian.welfareIndianwelfare. welfare assistance . Thus ,

they see the land claims issueissue-

as

issue-

asas how much land they willwill-

"give
will-

"give"givegive" " the Natives , not howhow-

much
how-

much
. .

much the Natives willwill"retain"retainretain.retain" . "

As a result of the testimonytestimony-
byby the Interior Secretary , AFNAFN-

counsel
AFN-

counselcounsel is ., not sure of the adad-adad-

visability
ad-

visability
¬-

visability .ofof. further hearings .

Senator Fred Harris of OklahoOklaho-Oklaho-
ma

-¬

ma , who testified ,. before thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior Committee , asked forfor-

bearings
for-

hearingshearingsbearings on his bill (S-1830)S1830)1830$01830)01830$- ) .

Senator'sSenators'' Harris and EdwardEdward-

Kennedy
Edward-

KennedyKennedy of MassachusettsMassach setts inin-inin-

troduced
in-

troduced
¬-

troduced a bill which followsfollows-

the
follows-

thethe AFN position , on February
17 ,. the day before Senate hearhear-hear-

ings

hear-

ings

¬-

ings began . The bill providesprovides-

for
provides-

forfor fee title to 60 million acresacres-

of
acres-

ofof land , a 500 million dollardbllarddbllar-

cash
llarllar-

cashcash settlement and 2 per centcent-

minerals
cent-

mineralsminerals royalty .

Time is an important problemproblem-

for
problem-

forfor AFN strategy in the Senate ,

according to Mr . Bass... There isis-

not
is-

notnot as much support operatingoperating-
this

operating-
thisthis session as last.. SenatorSenator-
Henry

Senator-
HenryHenry Jackson (D-WashingtonDWashingtonD-W.ashingtonDW.ashingtonW.ashington-

.
),,

chairman of the Senate InteriorInInterior-
Committee

tenortenor-
CommitteeCommittee ,. is and will be prepre-pre-

occupied
pre-

occupied
¬-

occupied with the importantimportant-
SST

important-
SSTSST legislation which vitally afaf-afaf-

fects
af-

fects
¬-

fects his home state .

If land claims are not settledsettled-
qUIckly

settled-
quicklyquickly ,. they may be caughlcaughcaughtcaught-
in

tt-

inin the mire of legislation andand-

delayed
and-

delayeddelayed till the thorny1orny! SST quesques-ques-

tion
ques-

tion
¬-

tion is settled .

On the House side of thethe-

hIli
the-

hillhillhIli ,. the only land claims legislalegisla-legisla-

tion
legisla-

tion
¬-

tion which has been entered soso-

far
so-

farfar is the bill introducedmtroduced byby-

House
by-

HouseHouse InteriorIntenor Committee ChairChair-Chair-ChairChair-

man
Chair-

man
¬-

man Wayne AspmallAspinall of Colorado .

"ItIt" is completely unacceptunaccept-unaccept-
able

unaccept-
able

¬-

able ,,"" counsel says of the As-AsAs-

pinall
As-

pinall
As-

pinall
--

pinall bill..
They plan to submitsubmJl an AFNAFN-

bill
AFN-

billbillbillInin the House , one which willwill-

be
will-

bebe almostllmost; identical to the legislalegisla-legisla-

tion
legisla-

tion
¬-

tion introducedmtroduced by Senators HarHar-Har-

ns
Har-

ris

¬-

risns and Kennedy ( with 10lOco-lOco10colOcos-
ponsols

co-coco-

sponsois
cos-

ponsors
--

sponsoissponsolssponsors including both AlaskanAlaskan-
Senators

Alaskan-
SenatorsSenators "byby" request " ) .

'ThingsThingsUThlOgs"Things'" are happeninghappenmg so fastfast-

that
fast-

thatthat what looks good one dayday-

as
day-

asas far asai! strategy doesn'tdoesnt' looklook-

good
look-

goodgood the next ," explainedexplamed Mr..

Bass . "PeoplePeople" change theirthenthen-
minds

their-
mindsminds , switch positions and thethe-

situation
the-

situationsituation changes daily .. "
One majorajorjor problem now isI-

SSecreta
is-

SecretsSecretarySecretaSecrets Morton . Each limetimetime-
he

time-
hehe talks , believesb lieves BassB ss , the moremore-
he

more-
hehe will pullp II11 members of thethe-

Congressional
the-

CongressionalCongressional committees toto-toto-
ward

to-
ward

-¬

ward a smaller land settlement ..

AFN board members are askask-askask-

ing
ask-

ing
¬-

ing for the support of otherother-

Indian
other-

IndianIndian groups across the countrycountry-

inin order to get President NixonNixon-

personally
Nixon-

personallypersonally involvedinv lved in the AlasAlas-Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
-¬-

kankannativenative land claims question ,.

When the President signed thethe-

Taos
the-

TaosTaos land bill he calledcale'dcaled} ' it aa-

"turning."turningturning.turning"' point in our relationsrelations-

with
relations-

withwithwith-withthe.- the Indian people " theythey-

said
they-

saidsaid .

In a letter to President NixonNixon-
which

Nixon-
whichwhich accompanied their statestate-state-

ment
state-

ment
¬-

ment , the AFN board protestedprotested-
Secretary

protested-
SecretarySecretary Morton'sMortons' apparent dede-dede-

nial
de-

nial
¬-

nial of the President'sPresidents' formerformer-
statements

former-
statementsstatements of what a land claimsclaims-
bill

claims-
billbill would containontain .

This ,. they said ,. is far fromfro aa-

turning
a-

turningturning point in U.SUS. . GovernGovern-Gover-
nmentIndian

Gover-
nmentIndian

¬-

ment-IndianmentIndian- relations .


