
Citizens urged to do something about-
d

about
ddrug

.

ug problemproblemI, I

To thethe
,

Editor ;:

ThTh4, followingfoUowlng is a copy of a let-

ter
letlet-

ter
let-let¬-

ter I sent this month to the gover-

nor
gover-

nor
govergover--¬-

nor ,, legislature and supreme-

court
supremesupreme-

courtcourt justices ,, I urgeurga the ;citizens-
of

Iiizens-
of

citizensIi\izensIiizens\
of our community and state to dodo-

something
do-

somethingsomething about the drug pro-

blems
pro-

blems
propro-*--

blems that are pandemic at this-

point
thisthis-

pointpoint . Don'tDont' wait until it'sits' your-

family
youryour-

familyfamily that the statistics are-

reflecting
areare-

reflectingreflecting :!:

The current legislation which-

allows
which-

allows
which

allows for the private possession ,,

consumption and cultivation of-

marijuana
ofof-

marijuanamarijuana by adults must be-

changed
be-

changed
be

changed . The main basis for _.Jt.ItIt1t ,

the Ravin decision of 19719731975*, whichwhich-

cited
which-

citedcited a lack ofofconclusiveconclusiveconclusive-
evidence

conclusive-
evidenceevidence regarding marijuana'smarijuanasmarijuana's-
hannful

marijuana's-
harmful

''

harmfulhannful effects is no longer valid-

In
Validvalid-

Inin the tightlight of more recent studiesstudlea *,.

""BasedBased"SasedSased on scientificsclentlflc evidence-
published

evidenceevidence-
publishedpublished to date , the Public-
Health

Public-
Health

Public
Health Service hathas concluded that-

marijuana
thai-

marijuana
thatthai

marijuana has a broad range of-

pyschological
ofof-

pyschologlcalpyschologicalpyschologlcal and biological ef-

fects
efef-

fects
ef-ef¬-

fects , many ofofwhichwhich are-
dangerous

are-
dangerous

are
dangerous and harmful to health ,.

MartyuanaMarijuana use iiIs a major1lUlJ0r public-

problem
publicpublic-

problemproblem |inn the United States .... ....

The! Public Health Service-
review

ServiceService-
reviewreview of the health consequencesconsequences-
ofof mar\juanmarjuanmarijuana\ * supports thethlthe' majormajor-
conclusion

major-
conclusionconclusion of the National-
Academy

NationalNational-
AcademyAcademy of Sciences '' Institute of-

Medicine
ofof-

MedicineMedicine :

''WhatWhat little we know for cer-

tain
cer-

tain
cercer-¬-

tain about the effectseffecl1 of marijuanamarijuana-
onon human health--healthhealth--andhealthandhealthand---'=-and all that we-

suspectjustifies
we-

suspectjustlrlCS
we

suspectsuspect--justlrlCSsuspectjustlrlCSsuspect--justifiesjustifies---justifies serious national
'','concernconcernconcern ,, ' " CC.jCj., ) Everettverettveretl Koop ,

M.DMD. . .- Surgeon GeneralOcneralOneral of the-

U.S
the-

U.S
the

U.SUS. .. Public Health Service --
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""These"These are notnol the!,

words of an

BorrowBarrow needsneeds-
T.V

needs-
TVT.VTV., .:; . repairmanrepairmanT-

oTo the EEditorltor :

Someone will ''makemake' make a goodg9Qd
businessbuslnesig9Qdbuslnesigoodbusinessrunningrunnina a TT.VTV.. V , repairrepair-
servicein

.

serviceservicein., in BBarrowrrow , Alaska ,,. AtAt-

this
At-

thisthis time Barrow with a greatgreat-
population

great-
populationpopulation doesn'tdoesnt' have a repairrepair-
man

repair-
manman for televisions .,

I have 3 jt4 225 "" screen televi-

sion's
televitelevi-televi-

alon'e
¬-

sion'ssionsalon'ealone'' all have :beenbten broken downdown-
or

down-
oror tubelUbe burned out , just sitting atat-

home
at-

homohomehomoNobodyknowsfor severalseveml years . Nobody
knows how to repair TT.V'sT.VsTVs.. V ."' s up
hereuphere..

.

from a concerned citizen InIn-

Barrow
In-

BarrowBarrow

I

I

,
I

, / / ,

unUtfo'rmedunUtformedunirtlermeduninformed' ""fanaticfanatic *"*
,, butbulaaaeon-

elusion
aeon-aeoncon-

clusion
con-

elusion
con-con-

elusionclusion of oneona of the mostmost-

respected
most-

respectedrespected doctors in purour country .,

I read in the January issueIssul! of-

High
ofof-

HighHigh Times magazine that the-

Ravin
thethe-

RavinRavin easecasetase was set up by at-

torneys
at-

torneys
atat-at-¬-

torneys Robin Wagstaff and IrwlnIrwinIrwin-

Ravin
Irwin-

RavinRavin to deliberately changechalige the-

laws
thethe-

lawslaws ., In its decision the Court-

said
CourtCourt-

saidsaid the following :;:

""PrivacyPrivacy in the home is a fun-

damental
fun-

damental
funfun-¬-

damental right , under bothboth-
federal

both-
federalfederal and Alaska consitutionsconsllUtions .

We do not mean by this that a-

person
a

personerson may do anyanythingthins at-

anytime
atat-

anytimeanytime as long as the activity-
takes

activityactivity-
takeslakestakesperson'shomeplaceplaC<! within a person'spersonsperson's-
home

''
homeimportantlimitations.. There are two important
limitations on this facet of the-

right
thethe-

rlShtrightrlSht to privacy .,. FirstPlrst , we agree-
with

agree-
with

agree
with thetho Supreme Court of the-
United

thethe-
UnitedstrictlylimitedUnited States , which has strictly
limited the Stanley guarantee to-

possession
to-

possesalon
to

possessionpossesalon for purely privateprivata ,
noncomerclalnoncomercial use in the home *.,

And secondly ,, we think this right-
must

rightright-

mustmust yield when it InteinterferesereslnIn a-

serious
aa-

seriousserious manner with the health ,

rights and privileges of others or-

with
oror-

withwith the public welfarewelfara . No one-
has

ona-
has

oneona
hasthingsinan absoluteabsoluta right to do things
in the privacy of his own home-
which

homehome-

whichwhich will affect himself qroror-

ethers
or-

lthers\pthers\ltherslthersethers adversely . Indeed , one-
aspect

oneone-

aspectaspect of a privateprivata matter is that-
It

that-
It

that
it is private ,, that is ,, that It does-

not
doesdoes-

notnot adverselyadverscly affect persons-
beyond

persons
beyondpersonsbeyondthe actor , and hence is-

none
Is-

none
is

none of their business ,,. When a-

matter
Ia.

matter does affect thetho public ,.

directly or Indirectlyindirectiy ,, It loses its-

wholly
itsits-

whollywholly private character , and can-
be

cancan-
bebe nudemade to yield when an apap-apap-
propriate

-¬.
propriate public need is-

demonstrated
Is-

demonstrated
is

demonstrated
,

.

Thus,, we conclude that citizens

of the State of Alaska havehave
I

a basic-

right
basiC-

right
basic

,

right to privacyprlvilcy in ththJpirlrir homes-
under

homeshomes-
underunder Alaska'sAlaskas' constitutionconstilUtlon ,, This-

right
This-

right
This

right to privacy would encompass-
the

encompassencompass-
thethe possession and Ingcstioninsestioningestion oofiof,

substance suchsuchasasas marijuana in-

purely
In-

purely
in

purely personal , noncommercialnoncommercial-

context
noncommercial-

conteKIcontextconteKI In the home unless thethe-

state
the-

statestate can meet its ,v. substantial-
burden

substantialsubstantial-
burdenburden and show thatthai proICriptlon-

of
proscription-

of
proscriptionproICriptlon

of possession of marijuana in the-

home
thethe-

homehome Is supportable by an-

achievement
anan-

achievementachievement of a legitimatelegitimata statestate-
interest

state-
InterestInterest .*. "

At the time this casecasa was heard-

the
heardheard-

thethe generalseneml media-supportedmediasupported-- opi-
nion

opi-

nion
opiopi-opi-¬-

nion of marijuana was thaithat it was-

relatively
waswas-

relativelyrelatively harmlessharmlesa .., A number of-

books
ofof-

booksbookssupportthishad been writtenwrltt&lwrlttl& to support-
this

support
this view and although there were-

conflicting
werewere-

conflictingconflicting findings by some pro-

minent
pro-propropro--¬-

minentprominentresearchers ,. they were-

almost
werewere-

almostalmost entirely ignored ..,

II believe that enough evidence-
exists

evidenceevidence-
eKlslsexistseKlsls today to warrant new-
legislation

new-
legislation

new
legislation . I commend the-

members
the-

members
the

members of thetho legislatureleslslature who-
have

who-
have

who
have the guts to do somethingsomethlns .. I-

urge
II-

urgeurge youyou'toyouto' to listen to the facts andand-
take

and-

takelaketake" action to support of the-
legislation

thethe-
legislationlegislation being introduced that-
will

thatthat-
willwill once again putputllarljuana/marijuana/llarljuanallarljuana in-

the
In-

the
in

the class of dangerous drugs to-

which
toto-

whichwhich It belongs ..

IstandI stand ready to do what I can-

to
cancan-

toto support you in this issue and-
would

andand-
wouldwould appreciate. hearing from-

you
fromfrom-

youyou as to yOurydur position whetherwhether-
ItItitIt be pro or con ,., I would hope that-

we
thatthat-

wewe could share our views on this-
and

thisthis-
andand work together for the future-
of

futurefuture-
ofOf this greatsreat land ..

SincerelySincarely Yours ,
Bob Konet-

Ward
KonetKonet-

Ward
Konet-

WardWard Cove , AK


