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MountainMountain ;: Village hosts danceda'needanee

' festivalfestival
by PftttlPatti Harperf-
or

Harperr-
or

Harperf-
ar

Harper
forrorfar thehe! TundraTundr. TlmeiTilnTimesTlme-

iThe
'

I+MountainIThe CB'sCBsCD'sCDs' aresre busybuay in MountainMountaiqMountaiq-

Village
Mountain-

I

Mountain-

VillageI Village .,. ""MHey"HeyHey ,, wait up , there's-
one

there'stherestjere'stjeres! '
'
: oneono more herthereherb needs 1\1as*\1ridenjdcride" .,.

AndAnI! another plane is coming In .,.

+ More than 100 Visitors derlcend-

on
descend-

on
descendderlcend

sl1'allisallfOn the community In sallg-
roups

sl1'allsl1allsl1'all-
groups

smallsall'if groups , from villages arounjjaroungaroung the {*'
iI Yukon-KuskokwimYukonKuskokwim Delta--- ,,

wheneverwllenever the fog clears enoughenough-
I

enough-
RIR to let a cessna land .., '.

City offiofficialslals and volunteers-
are

volunteersvolunteers-
areare busy searchingsearphingsear hing listshsts of homes-

open
homeshomes-

openopen to (thehe visitorsvisitors and shuttling-
the

shuttlingshuttling-
thethe newcomers off in vehicles to-

get
toto-

getget settled .. There'sTheres' a lot to do ..

Some are here for the dancedance-

festival
dance-

festivalfestival , somelome are here forfotlot the-

Elders
thethe-

EldcrsEldersEldcrs Conference , some are here-

for
herehere-

forfor both . AHAll will enjoy (thehe eve-

ing
eve-

109

eve-

ing
eve-eve-

ing109 of festivities .. ForPor several-

days
severalseveral-

duysdaysduys , the Elders Conference

-
recerecessesse' at 5 pp.mpm. m . and withinwithm a-

few
aa-

fewfew', hours the new community-
hall

communitycommunity-
hall11shallhull1hall11s! Is packed with smilessmileslnd/and-

laughter
and/lndlndlndl-

aullhterlaughterlaullhter and runningnlnnlng children ..

The village is prpudproud of Its new-

building
newnew-

buildingbuilding , whichwhlcl1 opened In-

anuary
in

!JanuaryinJanuaryanuary ,,. Volunteers keep the cof-
f'eepot

cofcof-¬.-
feepotf'eepot'

and juice bucket fullandfull and-

set
andand-

setset out cups andanI! c\ccookiescokles\>okles .

Everyone8veryone settles1settlersettles in for a fun-

evening
ftmfunfun-

evenmgeveningevenmg of visitingvlsltmg and dancing ,,.

They'veTheyve'they've' ''' prepared to be upup-

through
up-

through
up-

throughthrough the early morning hours-

The

hours
.

TheTheAlaskaThe
'

Alaska State Council On-

the
OnOn-

thethe Arts pr\prprovidedprvlded\>vlded the money forfor-
I'I the groups from Mountain-

Village
MountainMountain-

VillageVillage , ToksookToksool> BayDay ,, Tununak ,,

and StebbinsStebbms to participate .. The-

Emmonak
TheThe-

EmmonakEmmonak group came on their-

own
their

;: own
ownThe

The drums and the songs begin-

The
beginbegmbegm-

TheThe dancers joinjom in sl\slslowlyslwy\>w\ywy\ at
_ _ _ __ _ _ n

first , then with bold sharp-
movements

sharpsharp-
movementsmovements to (thehe drums ,,

,'.'ililIId ¬.
lulustratingtratlng the story of a Journey ,

a hunt ,, \>orr what happens when-

you
whenwhen-

youyou eat the wrong thing .
i-

Mountain

I'I-

MountainMountain Village has hosted-

this
hostedhosted-

thisthis festival for several years .

Though it'sitsit ' . aaPtlot\PtPt\ ofpf fun,, they taketake-

their
take-

their
,

their dancing seriously . OffOffOfrOfrandand-

on
andand-

onon since 1978 the local ,4<:ichoolshooh\hh01\>0101-
dlstnct

!

distnctdlstnctdistrict has hired dance,. leader-

Gregory
leaderleader-

GregoryGregory Joe to teach Yupi1FYupiYUpl dah-

cing
dan-

cing
dah-dahdandan--¬-

cing Now , there'stheres'' a spontaneous-
session

spontaneousspontaneous-
se

,
sesessionslOn in the villagevillalle nearly every-

night
everyevery-

DlghtnightDlght . Gregory Joe says hheheOSlstSinsists-
that

\insistsOSlstS-

that
\OSlstSOSlstSinsists

that homework be done beforebeforebeforethethe-

kids
thethe-

kidskids come to the dancing .. He' sees-

those
seessees-

IhosethoseIhose involvedirlvolved Irt10hllhethe sessions tap-

ing
talI-

Ing

tap-taptaktalI-talI¬-

ing a more aggressive attitudeauhudeattitude-
toward

auhude-
towardtoward learning In school .. And-

they
AndAnd-

theythey learn a lot at the dancing-
"One

danqing-
"One

dandjngdanqingdancing
""OneOne thing they learn is Yupik-

language
YupikYuplkYuplk-

languagelanguage ,,. because we emphasizeemphasize-
speaking

emphasize-
speakingspeaking in10 Yupik "" he says

,

throughthrofigh an interpreter And ,. hehe-

says
he-

saystoyssays , they learn )fteIetie YupikYuplll way of-

life
ofof-

hfelifehfe , both the how (to'StoSo'sos' andandvauesvajluesvaluesvalues-

of
vauesvaues-

of
;

ofofsubsistencesubsistence hunting andnd-

fishing
ndnd-

fbhlngfishingfbhlng ,. ""HistoryHistory repeats itselfitseirIlhelr"'
.

he says ., ""II want to share what-

learned
whatwhat-

learned

,

Jcarnedlearned fromfronlfront !myIylny ciderselders withwiththewiththe-
young

withIlho,
theIlhoIlho-

youngyoung people of today"
\

BeansBeans-

thinks
City councilman Ed BeanSDeansDeans-

thinksthinks the dancing fofostersters bebetterbeyterbeyte-
rcommunication

erer-

communicationcommunication between ((Ih
,
he-

youth
he,

youth and the elderseldersIfpf\IfIfof\ the comcom-

munity
com-

munity

com-comcom-com¬-

munity - a communicationcommumcatlon whIch-

has

whichwhich-

hashas been broken down under (thethe-

pres

the-

pressure
he

prespressureure of a language barrtbarnbarrierr ,.

and the fast-pacedfastpaced- activitiesaCllvlties aa1da1d-

changes

apddd-

changeschanges in the lives of the vlllavtllaoe-

youth
villagevtllaoeee-

youthyouth .

The dancingdanclDg is for all ages , bbitbit-

it's
but

I

11-

II'Sit'sitsII'SIIS' the parents and grandparensgrandparenlgrandparentrsgrandparentrs-
who

|
who really cut loose The perfot-
mance

perfor-

mance
perforperfor-perfot-perfot¬-

mance is fluidnuid -- a member of the-

audience
thethe-

audienceaudience joinsJUIDS in ,. a dancer leavleave'sleaveslcavs'
I
sI
s

the mat ,. another 'comes'omesomes ohtoon\ononIt!\> I-

tFriends
itit-

FriendsFriends in the audienceaudlene, refuse to-

let
toto-

letlet a dancer restresl until they've-
done

they'vetheyvethey've-
done ''

done the dance just one rfioregore-
time

rtloregorertlore-
timetime ., Shouts ofof'CaliofCali"'""calicali' " , ""againagain "

,.

yield pleading lookJooklooks$ frpmfrom thethe-

dancer
the-

dundundancerer and laughter from the aU-

dience
auau-

dience
aU-aU-¬-

dience . As the eveningevenlDg goesgoe Onmdo(do-

dancers
m-

dancersdancers arearc urged to more and-

mote
andand-

motemotemoremote hilarioushllanous expresexpressionslons of theIthethe-

stories

''

stories . They teaseteaoC! eacheaLhLh otherothee' andand-

tease
andand-

tease

I

tease the audience ,.

Some of the youngsters wanderwanderI-

D
wander-

ininID andandoutout <. they'retheyre' takingtolling in the-

movies

thethe-

moviesmovies next door at the city of-

fices
ofof-of¬.-

fices then returning to the danc-

ing
danc-

ing
dancdanc-¬-

ing ,. As theytheyopenopen the doordOlr) thethe-

cold
the-

coldcold nightOIght air floatsnoats into the warmwarm-
room

warm-

toumroomtoum like steamteam off of dry ice-

Children
iceice-

Chll4renChildrenChll4ren of all ageages ,. fascinatedfasclDated by-

the
byby-

thethe dancingdhnclDgdincing; prancepratlce movingmovlOgtoto thethe-

rhythm
the-

rhythmrhythm from wherever they're-
sttting

they'retheyre'

'sitting1Il1ngsttting or standingstandlDg A bond bet-

ween
betbctbet-bet¬.-

ween generationsgeneratin()


