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The word is out :;: the Alavka-
Native

Alaska-
Native

AlavkaAla.kaAlakaAlaskaAla.ka-
Native

.
Native Health Board is very much-

alive
much ,

{)jallvealive and well .. This was par-

Iticulanly
par-parpar-

tlculanJy
parpar-*-

'' 'IticulanlyJiculanlyatTheir\tlculanJytlculanJy derponstraledde1)Onstmledde1Onstmleddettonstrated!); recently atat-

heirTheir\heir meeting In Juneau when they
\

1\ stoodfitoodtood before the Bush Caucus-
members

CaucusCaucus-
JIembers!membersrnembersJIembers andandrelatedrelatedrelatedhelt\their\helthelt con-
cerns

concon-¬.-
cerns on a number of issues that-

affect
thatthat-

affectaffect us all ,. Just1ut, what ARE these-
key

thesethes
key issuesisues7, ? They voiced concerns-
about

concernsconcerns-
ahoutassociatedIaboutahout lung problems associated-
with

associated
I

,
with the (oilingllhng of roads ; domestic-
violence

domesticdomestlodomestlo-
violenceviolence ; more coordination Q-

fprograms
ofQfof-

progmmsprogramsprogmms brougbrought t out to the BushBush-
that

Bush-

thatthat Were designeddelgned, for urban-

areas
urban-

areas
urban

areas ;; that a cancer registry be-

established
bebe-

elablishedestablishedelablished, ;; that some study be-

done
bebe-

donedone on Fetal Alcohol SyndromeSyndrome-
Inin Alaska ; that the seven Alaska-

sites
Alaska-

slles
Alaska

sitesslles selected as program models
,

Iinin10 the suicide prevention program-
i

programprogmm
I

i

\ be extended for more tltimeme .,

Other concerns were aimed at-

the
atat-

IhetheIhe Department of Health and-
Social

andand-
SocmlSocialSocml Services and the lack of-

good
ofof-

goodgood vital statistics being col-

lected
colcol-

lected
col-col¬-

lected thethese" ddaysdityysys ; that soFneone-
needs

someonesoneonesoFneonesoneone-
nee

,
neeneeds<ls tqtotat be coordinating rural-
health

ruralrural-

healthhealth issues andend bringingbnnglng them to-

the
toto-

thethe attention (ofIf the concerned-
state

Concerned-
state

concerned
state and federalfedeml agencies ..

:PoardJloard members from the BusBustBustsBusts-

questioned
)

questioned whywny theIhe Center for-

Disease
forfor-

D"easeDiseaseD"easeDease" Control used one methodmethod-

of
method-

ofof reporting forfot Americans In-

general
InIn-

generalgeneral and anotheranolher one compar-
ing

comparcompar--¬.
ing that group (too Alaska Natives ..

:!ExecutiveIxecullve directorlrectorkreetor
''Dennis-

IeOross
'Dennis-

DeOross
Dennis'Dennis

OeOrossDeOrossIeOross polnpointedd out how con¬"

cernedearned he was to10 learrtleard at the last-

AFN
last

. AFN Youth CConferenceCl'nferenceClnference'nference that of-

the
ofof-

thethe 100 youths 4ttendingIIttendlng ,, not one
1, of them plannedplanne4 to remainremalO in hishis-
I+I or her village ,.

jI#

': AlcoholismjAlcoholismwas cited as a
, '"'generationalgenerational"genemtlonalgenemtlonal"generational'" problem" which is-

being
Is-

being
is

being passed down from parents-
to

parentsparents-
toto children today ., It was pointed-

out
pointedpointed-

out
,{,
out that AlaskaAlask*

wadwas
.

putting $12.312.3123$12.3-
million

$ 12.512512.5-

million
.

million Alask1wIIfdollarsdollar 'jntd'ntdntdintd ththe., problem-
without

problemproblem-
Withoutwithout any sighsigsignificantlticantficant results and-

how
andand-

nowhownow we needneedIto''totoItoto look for new-

models
newnew-

Rodels\tnodels\RodelsRodelsmodels that wiltwill be more effective-
than

effectiveeffectiv-
eI

effective-
anijianthanIan that whicwhichwhlcnwhichwe, wWewe have now .

The statestatewide' aide group of Native-
Corporation

NativeNative-
CorporationCorporation HealthCIIlth Directors-
also

DirectorsDirectors-
alsoalso met withithewith ithe,the ANHB andand-

pointed
and-

pointedpointed out thatthatsome
{,
some Areas like-

North
likelike-

NorthNorth PacificPacltic litimRimIm is already-
working

alreadyalready-
wlrkingworkingwlrking( on a nene4nevy+ ""holisticholistic"holl&tlcholltlc& " ap-

proach
apap-

proach
ap-ap¬-

proach which >|risesises''eses bothIIoth the-

natural
thethe-

naturalnatural and extended family in-

their
inin-

thirtheirthir., treatment plan .. The basis of-

the
ofof-

thethe program was to 'reempowerl'eempowerleempowerteempowerteempower-
the

l'eempower-
thethe village council and the fami-
ly

fami-

ly
famifami--¬-

ly and thatthai true change
, willw\llwll\ taketalcetalce-

a
take-

aa long time to follow up (on(11\(1111(11and\ and-

to
andand-

toto break already existingexl&tingexlting& patterns-
of

patternspatterns-
ofof alcoholism . They have been-

working
beenbeen-

workingworking at this for the past 3 1-

4years

'W1.11114.1.-

1yearsyears andnd plan to continue to dodo-

so
do-

soso ..

Dave Mather , Health Director-
for

DirectorDirector-
forfor Tanana Chiefs , said8ald that he-

bad
hehe-

hadhadbad met withwllh Rep .,. AdelheidAdelhoid Her-

rmann
Her-

rmann
HerHer-¬-

rmann to discuss the CommuniCommunl-CommunlCommuni-¬-

ty Health
,
Aide Bill whichIvhich

,

ilIs be-

ing
bebe-be-beI-

ng
¬-

ing consideredconsidered to10 raise the-

salaries
thethe-

saluriessalariessaluries of Health AideiAides totl( pro-
vide

propro-pro-
vide

--¬

vide them with a moremllre realistic-
living

realisticrealistic-
livingliving wage ,, as Well as to retain-

them
retainretain-

themthem longer so80 that the more exex-

perienced
ex-ex¬.-

perienced onesone4 willnotwill notno\nonoquit\ quit ,

Listening to the comments-
were

commentscomments-
werewere :;: Bush Caucus Chairman-
Jack

ChairmanChairman-
JackJack FullerPuller (Nome) ; RepRep1., ,

,'\Al\11p1p1-

Adams
1-

AdamsAdams ;; Sen .,. John Sackett ;; Rep ..

John RingstadRingtad, and Speaker Max-

Orussendorf
MaxMax-

GrussendorfGrusscndorfGrussendorfOrussendorf (SlIkaSitkaSttkat) ,. Rep.. AdAd-

Herrmann
Ad-

II11Herrmann
,
Herrmann was in a confirmation-
hearing

confirmationconfirmation-
hearinghearing andcOlildandcouldand couldcOlild not attend-

The
attendattend-

The
attend-

TheThe ANHB supported the 88'cen-

t

8-

cent
''-

cent
c-

entcentcent.cigarett-

e
centcigarett-

e. cigarette excise tax as well-

as
wellwell-

asas the bill that would do away-

with
awayaway-

withwith ""HappyHappy Hour" in bars and-

the
andand-

thethe ""openopen container bill " which-

they
whichwhich-

theythey felt should be made to fur-

ther
ftir-

ther
ftir-ftirfurfur--.

ther include unlicensed vehicles-
such

vehiclesvehicles-
suchsuch as8S 3 wheelers and snow

machinesmachmes making it Illegal to-

operate
toto-

oJerateoperateoJerate! fta vehicle with an open-

alcoholic
openopen-

alcoholicalcoholic beverage contcontainercontainer-
present

ine
present ,.

RfipRep . Adams told the group ofof-

the
of-

thethe $$350350 million dollar loss ofof-

revenlle
of-

revenuerevenuerevenlle thatthatFF','AlaskaAlaska was exex-

periencing
ex-

periencing
ex-ex¬-

periencing and that all of us needneed-

to
need-

toto contact ourur legislators to let-

them
letlet-

themthem know what wflwelwe think 1-

8Imponant
is-

important
la18is

importantImponant .

reallyimpressedI must tell youYOII that I amarn reallyreullyreully-

Impressedimpressed withwllh what I saw and-

heard
andand-

heardheard of the new ANHB and their-

staff
theirtheir-

staffstaff . Director Dennis1Dennis ""DennyDenny "
DeGrosaDeOrossDeGross has brought a lottot of sensen-

sitivity
sen-

sitivity
sen-sen¬-

sitivity and experienceexpenence to hisIus posi-

tion
posiposi-posi¬.-

tion and Chairperson Carolyn-
Martin

CarolynCarolyn-
MartmMartinMartm has supported him toto-

make
to-

makemakedrnamlcteamdynamicteamall of them into a dynamicdrnamlc
team .

YYouOil should getgel to know the-

otherrf
thethe-

othel'lothersothel'l/othel'lothellotherrfothel'lTheresa'/ : Theresa SappierSapplCr ,. resear-researtesear-.

I,

chei1cherChet ; i, Bonnie OabaldonGabaldon , ad-

tnlnistrative
adad-

ministrative
ad-ad¬-

ministrativetnlnistrative assistant ; Mike MarMareMare-

tin
¬.

tin , ProjectPfOJectPsgoject Coordinator ; Debbie-
Schwartz

DebbieDebbie-
ScbwalUSchwartzScbwalU ,. NuNurse Researcher;;

MarvinMarvlll Bailey and Cathy Alex ,
Secretary ,. They are at 11135135 W .,

8th AveAye
I

. , Suite 2 , Anchorage ,

9950199301 .: t''TheirTheir phone number isi4
276-89892768989--- .

tikeLike other Alaska Native agen-
cies

agen-
cies

agenagen-¬-
cies , their goatgoal is to upgrade thetltetlte-

level
the-

levellevel of health care for all of Usliscis .

they represent us before federal-
and

federalfederal-
andand state agencies and are our-

voice
our-

voice
our

voice and can only continue to do-

so
dodo-

soso if all of uius talktalll to them and letlet-

them
let-

themthem know what we considerconider, as-

our
asas-

ourour priorities . WWeWb do this by con-

tacting
concon-con¬.-

tactingtactmg the board member from-

our
fromfrom-

ourour region or writing totll them-

directly
themthem-

directlydirectly with our concerns . They-

are
TheyThey-

areare nilall good listeners ., Try It . You-

won't

YouYou-

won'twon'twont'won'twontwon'tbe,

' be disappointed .


