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training program can be initiated as soon as practicable
the money can be in the form of a loan with all the
technicalities connected with it and which could perhaps
be paid back from the interests of the banked award
funds foundations should not be overlooked their help
should be sought but at any rate finest instructors could
be assembled who would and must give personal atten-
tion to the trainees to help them delve deep into the intri-
cacies of their chosen fields

there will be urgent need for skilled managers accoun-
tants statisticians corporate business oriented persons
program planners persopersonnelanelnnel managers program coordina-
tors and other well trained persons

the training period should not be of token duration
but could be for the period of at least three years training
should be intensive and thorough but not necessarily over-
powering trainees should be picked for their known apti-
tudes and talents so these could be developed to the best
degree possible

perhaps proven levels of ability experience and high
school diploma levels should be the starting points picking
those people who are more mature and who have good
senses of responsibility they could be family men or sin-
gle persons while training the family units and singles
should have adequate housing provided with enough pro-
visions so they can live as normally as possible as any
average person they should not have to worry over eco-
nomic needs while training also provisions should not
be overgenerousover generous

the idea of the tratrainingming program isis posposeded so that the
handling of land claims funds might be administered and
initiated with the participation orof close to enough key na-
tive technicianstechnicianitechnic iani to help to administer the funding problems
of programs businesses finances and other functions at
the outset A good start with good native participation
will be of paramount importance it must be solid or
close to it

in the meantime our native college men and women
must strive for greater achievements in school they will
be in derdemandriand firstfirst on the seasoningseasoninseaseasoningsonin9 basis for some time
under more experienced administrators in time and ac-
cording to their particular talents they would be elevated
intomoreintointomoremore responsible positions and be in key slots to
help to perpetuate the continuing programs and services
into the future

certainly there will have to be technical advisors with
reputable skills who are nonnativenon native at the beginning these
persons should be hired on a temporary basis or until the
time when our own native technicians can handle the jobs
proficientlyi when the trainees as proposed finish their
courses they could work under the hired technicians for
orientation and seasoning this particular experience
should be of great value in the process of gaining needed
proficiency

we hope that our native leaders and their friends will
give the proposal a serious consideration if this could be
started in the not too distant future the gray area of
limited effective participation by native people in the ad-
ministration of programs at the outset post land claims
solution might tend to work as a drawback it could be
viewed as incompetency on the technical level althalthoughu hI1

0our people are inherently patient and would wait loror
years for our own trained people to do the jobs the pro-
posal could well speed up the processes of self adminis
teredcered economies and business oriented lines of work that
will arise out of the settlement of the alaska native land
claims
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emilI1 nottisnottts leadershipa or 1

defendedeflandefl6nd0d by revCV kompkoff0 kaffk6ff
icvifv fc t

the mbmotivestives of emuemil notti in
mentioning the creation of a
separate nation for natives should
not be questioned according to
rev nicholas kompkoff priest
odtheoftheof the st innocent russian ort-
hodox church in anchorage

furthermore he claimed that
the russian orthodox church
had no connection to a letter
published in the tundra times
which did this

the letter referred to was pub-
lished feb 27 under the name
of elias J armistead who iden-
tified himself as a priest with the
russian orthodox mission in
mcgrath alaska

in his letter armistead said
that the native people have a
right to know where notti is
leading them and what he stands

for
he called upon the head of

the alaska federation of natives
to eexplainplain to the natives whether
he is trying to segregate them or
integrate them into the americanartmericanierican
community

incasc asa speechpeech several months ago
in washington state notti laidswid
he would advocate the creation
of a separate indian nation in
western alaska if congress does
not pass a fair land claims bill

mr armistead rev komp-
koff wrote I1iss not recognized as
a priest of the russian orthodox
missionary in alaska

and what he sayssays the priest
continued does not reflect the
views of the orthodox church of
america or of the russian ortho-
dox diocese of alaska

the national council of chur-
ches ofwhich the russian ortho-
dox church is a member has in
fact endorsed the land claims
proposal of the AFN

bremilmrmremilemil notti is an elected
president of the AFN rev
kompkoff wrote and his mo-
tives should not be questioned
As an elected officer his duties
require him to act in the best in-
terests of his people

rev kompkoff added that
he thought a priest should be
concerned with spiritual interests
andandleaveleave secular problems to the
elected officials

in conconclusioni clusion I1 would ven-
ture to say that knowing mr
emitemil notti he would not I1 re-
peat would not ask a russian
orthodox priest what he stands
for or where he is leading his
people

an aleut from chenegachenera and
tatitlek the priest wrote that the
land claims bill is the one main
problem unitingunitingallunitingallall alaskan na-
tives and I1 heartily disagree
with mr armistead if he thinks

tafftmffthafmrnottimi notti isit trying to segre-
gate the native people&opaope

the russian orthoorthodoxdoi dio-
cese of alaska currently hasyh 15
priesprieststs to serve 85 churches and
chapels scattered ahrthrthroughoutoughout the
state

in giving abriena briefabrief histoi6fhistory bofjof the
russian orthodox church ini
alaska rev kompkoff wrote
that over 175 years ago eight
monks from balaamvalaamvalaaffi monastery
near finland landed onkodiakonkbdiaon Kodiak
island they followed ih6rusthe rus-
sian fur traders and frontiers-
men

and as all frontiersmen the
russian variety mistreated the
natives of the coastal communi-
ties

these eight monks he con-
tinued defendeddefendedthedefendedthethe nativesandnativesNativesandand
appealed to the church officials
in russia and to theth-e fur corncom
baniespanies inirr abaskalaskalaskarfoniietnterestse7mierests
and welfare of the native people
by 1802 only one monk father
herman was left unalaskainalaskain alaska he
came to be known to the aleutsaleuns
on kodiak island as apa
meaning grand father and
will be cannonizedcannonized as a saint in
august 1970 ininaa cererceremonynony afit
kodiak father hermans dedica-
tion inspired other russian or-
thodox missionaries to build
churches in other places like
unalaska kenai and sitka

sitka became the seat of the
church because the bulk of the
population of alaska was there
because it was at that time the
capitol ofalaska and becausebecausq the
fur companies were headquar-
tered there

after the purchase of alaska
by the united states the episco-
pal see was moved to san fran-
cisco and later to new york
where it is presently headed by
his eminence metropolitan
ireney

ruralcapRurAL CAP
QAQ A column

on land begins
rural CAP will commence

this week the first in a series of
questions and answers on land
claims developed by the alaska
federation of natives to further
public knowledge of the land
claims issue

the entire series of questions
and answers was developed ori-
ginally as a syllabus for a number
of seminars on land claims which
lack of funding unfortunately
necessitated abandoning

the series of questions will be
continued in the tundra times
page of the rural CAP next
week probably at the rate of two
or three questions at a time

rural CAP executive direc-
tor byron mallott and AFN dep-
uty director al ketzler feel
however that the questions and
answers are in themselves worthy
of publication and that they will
assist in a better understanding of
the entire land rights issue

question 1 WHO OWNS
ALASKA

answer that depends on
what you mean by own the
alaska native people were here
before everyone else so originally
they must have owned alaska
when the russians began moving
in after vitus bering had dis-
covered alaska in 1741 they
took over and used a very small
part of the land but even they
officially at least recognized
prior native use and occupancy

when the united states
bought alaska from russia in
1867 it too officially recog-
nized prior native claims al-
though on the ground these
werent always protected

according to the rules weve
lived by in alaska for thousands
ofyears which the united states
has so far agreed to recognize
weve had the idea that we nat-
ives the eskimos aleutsaleuns and in-
dians are therealthe real owners

question 2 HOW MUCH OF
THE LAND DO NATIVE ALAS-
KANS NOW USE AND OCCU-
PY

answer the native people
have laid claims to 340 million
acres of land asserting aboriginal
title on the basis of their having
used and occupied at least that
amountamauntount of land in alaska for
thousands of years A large part
of that acreage is still being used
by native alaskansalaskasAla skans in the same
way their forefathers used it al-
though it would be difficult to
statistically analyze that usage

the nativesna tives are willing to ac-
cept a settlement of conlonlonlyy 40 mil

continued on pagepagi 6

letters from here and there
april 3 1970

representative gene guess
house of representatives
pouch V state capitol
juneau alaska 99801

dear representative guess
the action taken by the alas-

ka federation of natives board
of directors on the legislative
councils state land claims bill
deserves some clarification

newspaper coverage of the
AFN action did not convey the
real feeling of the board the
board recognizes and deeply ap-
preciatespreciates the efforts of the legis-
lative council under your leader-
ship to develop a meaningful
method of state contribution to
the landlarid claims settlement state-
ments to that effect were made
repeatedly by board members
during discussion of the bill

it must be understood that
alaskasalanskas native people for very
good reason have come to be
highly suspicious of even wellwellinin-
tentionedtention ed efforts at assistance
which lodge real control of pro-
grams and funds not in the hands
of the native people but in some
bureaucratic structure thus the
board was critical of basic ad-
ministrative details of the bill
which vested in theboardsthe Boards view
significant control in a single
state agency director

the board was not 100loolookingking
a gift horse inm the mouth as
some commentary wouldhavewould have it
but rather was acting as respon-
sibly as possible for the state
land claims bill will have a pro-
found

I1

fou pd impactimpiiimpieat6t on the future of
alalanskasalaskasaskas natinativesI1ves there was no
doubt good reason for thethip legis-
lative council to draft the bill

without broad contribution from
native groups to its development
however the board felt that it
must insist that native people be
involved in the develdevelopmentoimentopment of
programs which will affect themthern
significantly anyone who has
any knowledge at all of fInindianfindianfindjandian
programs of state and federal
agencies can hardly blame the
AFN board for feeling in this re-
gard as it does

the specific action taken by
the board requesting that the
governor convene the rural af-
fairs commission to discuss this
matter was not meant as a slap
at the legislature or the legisla-
tive councils efforts very sim-
ply the only state vehicle avail-
able which can quickly fund and
handle a gathering of native lead-
ers is the rural afaffairsfairs commcommis-
sion

is
of which most of the AFN

board are members
I1 know that it is not your

feeling or the feeling of the legis-
lature that since the AFN board
has rejected the state claims
bill the legislature should take no
further actiononstateaction on state participa-
tion in the claimssettlementclaims settlement the
AFN board did not aile6ilerejectcttheatthethe
bill rather it proceeded bocontoconto con-
structively reacttoreact to provisions of
the bill the state does have an
obligation to participate in the
claims settlement whichwhinchatwhichatwhichatat least
the legislative branch has ac-
knowledged not only wathw4thwith words
but with action

ibishitishit is hopedopedthatthai ththisis letter pro-
vides some undersunderstandingstandingitandingitanding and
clarification of theanntheafnthe AFN boards
action

sincerely
byron 1mallottlmallottLMallott


