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TWO WOMEN OF CHEVAK
below, appear to be caught up in the spirit of the upcoming haoliday season. The two
women are from the village of Chevak, located on the Aphrewn River in southwestern
Alaska. " The region (s noted for the production of Netive craft, such as the basket which
Mrs. Pingayak 1s making. Mrs. Kokrak, in the photograph below, seems to be giving gre-
etings of the season to the photographer. However, s"ie also may be telling him how she
feels about her life in Chevak.

Mrs. Mary Pongayak, above, and Mrs. Mary Kokrak,

-- Photo by BUD SMITH

Project To Promote

Better Understanding

By MARILYN RICHARDS

Over one hundred Ingh school

and college students from all over
the state were e Fairbanks Tast
week for the three day educational
seminar,  “Statewide  Studenty’
Cross-Cultural Contererice™

Both  natve  and non-native

students discussed
and relationship with
and how 1o muke the
more refevant
the tirst ot 1ty hind

The Alaska Fducatonal Program
tor Intercultural Commumcation
ALPIC, an expansion of the Center
tor Northern Fducation Res
housed at the University ot A s
semmar - wlach
started Wednesday and ended Sat
urday. Head ot AEPIC s Frank
Berry and  Kuy  Hinklev v
education specialist

Opening the conterence was e
Frtz Jeoree Peters.

The conterence was

sponsored the

huma
lations consultant with the Institute
of Reality Therapy i Fos Angeles
Peters. who bikes o b
"My Reality  Therapy ™
Wednesday  might on
Student Leadenship o
Can Be a Leader.”
Peters said he “knows reahiny
therapy hecause 1 osuttered pan
He said the main rewson tor student
turmo |

Chnown s

on campuses was Urole not

20 The Ider o
Peters explamed. was atter oo
not-role.”” They had no room tor

excuses. they set a goal and stack
to it but many faled
Reality theraps . Perers <

a postare toward Lite i terims

learn how 1o grapple witl R
successtully - while  Tearming to be
someone and not to mtertere with
anyone.” Reahity therapy s
learning to love, learnmg to he a
human being and 1o develop a
sense ot worth, he added. Petens
simd  schools need 1o teach the
students to learn how 1o Jove

The goals students set for them
selves should be relevant, imvolving,
and would enable the students to
do some thinking, Peters sad

A student should evaluate s
lite, make u decision and go on 1o

the next challenge without ~on

|
ere o dire

one th t hun. A himat
should he set so the student
wouldn himselt o
or prope Peters
doesnt reach his ooy
tuil, he sets another

Schools, Peter "
should he o place that remt
selt  identiny ind e plag

generate responstbility At

classroom meeting, students st
talk with cach other about 1w
generate trust and fearn how 1o
responsible. he smd

Through talking and histemn
a trust is built up and then
student can realize that otl
people around him are resouices
and theyv  will value him o o
human beng, Peters sad

Schools should create a situation
where o student ¢
credit for what he does and not vet

go and

downgrading, “Punishment deteats
itselt Schools should create an

atmosphere to achieve,” he said

Schools — should take o team
approach The teachers Tisten
to the students, the  priu
listenig 1o the teachers, i
through  seminars and classtoom

meetings, Peters said

Peters  told the stude
while  at  the conterence t
sshould  think  about  changiny,
sharing ideas and being frniendly
“Think. as an Eskimo or Indin.
how can | get a curncutum that
apphies to me.”

Peters said, Sefore in school,
minorities ~denied their ancestors
and who they were to get through
the system.  Peters,.a black, said
when he was in school it “was a
waste of time to be black.”™ The
school system should reflect who
the students are, he said. “You are

ahstony g
culture and a thought process.™
When the students st regis
tered, they were divided into two
aroups tor the sest ol the con
The tirst group was then
caional group. The second group

was color coded by nan

unique o vourseh

ference

Lags

s wroup mined e
trom ditterent pl

and schools

udents

WO groups met i
quenthy and discussed what they
wned and what aims they
might have.  Thev evaluated then
progress and problems daly

Other teatured speak .
seminar included  Richard Frank
and BobJenks, of Dovon Limint
e the Tand claims act, Gil Locer
v luneau probation otticer on diu

had
d

tor tl

n

abuse. Chuck

l
taenvices. and Rod

versity on student

Boatin and Mike Pavich on stadent

nghts
Bob ren, Alee Cook, and
Phil Gilbert spoke on releva
cducation AL HL Kaen Bdidy
Sam and Bob Gregony spoke
on states ide student organizations
o attending w L ibby
Benmu ot the Unnversinv's ban
ancral Ands ottice. Tom Jon
Universinn s Stadent Orentatiog
services, and Laura Walker,

cducational - specialist wit 1l
Aliska Federation of N
I'he students toured the can

KUAC, the Universitv s radio

|
il tronal television 1ot
h was held Foday mieh

v Amouak, tormerhy ot

b and Theresa Prieay uk

t A dance class enta

iter dinner o wath natny

Lance demonstrations
Muageie Antrews, a 19 vea
seror trom St Mancs Hich S

sid the conterence "was wa

while but I expected more 1o do
with school business,  As .
twas tun and a good exper

It was the fist tme Magy
been out of St Many's and she

also pot to travel through  An

Coraee. She s the president ot the
town's Teen Club St Manv's i
private Catholie school with erad

through 12

I most rmpoitant ot
Magy he dearned way il
Vaies  ob outr Hoo ! S
made mor % 1wl !
ON oW W my teadt
i muate

\ il

koot ! S M !

I 14 nesel 1 | 1
tinking Wy a0 probjem v
tudents She sand race was not u
problem at St Mary

“We aeeept versbody We
ome  students trome Pro Bareow

Nelson and, Diomede and
Bethel area
1 she plans 1o attend colleve al

thunkany

vraduation, she s

shout mggonng e sociologs at
Alaska Methodist University - She
chose AMU because r s i
than the other schiools o the state
Magie is the daughter ot Pere and
Margaret Andrews  There are two

older brothers and one vounger
sister i her tarmily
Virgimia Okvoyakh s 0 19 vew

old sophomaore at M bd b
i BIA boarding school near Sitka
he v from Emmonak w
ldest daughter ot Bernard and
Theresa OKtoy ak There are six
vounger sisters and three vounger
hrothers i her tamly

Virginig sand the most important
thing she learned trom the con
terence was “how to commumceate”
Both  Muaggie and Vitemna were
impressed — with meeting all the
people and  the vanous native
leaders. They did not understand
the tand clmms betore and now
they say they do. Both had never
licard of Doyon betore.

virginia said that she learned ot
ditferent racial problems at i
ferent schools, Her solution would

(Continued on page 11)



