Hearings Held on Tanana Valley Community College

State Legislature Will Consider School During Next Session

By MARILY RICHARDS

The concept of the Tanana
Valley Community College will
become a reality it the state leg-
islature will approve ‘it in the
next session. .

The legislature’s highest edu-
cation committee heard many
favorable testimonies from var-
jous. persons and, groups in Fair-
banks last week

Mildred Banfield, the com-
mittée’s  chairman.  indicated
that her committee will approve
the community college and give
the go ahead signal to the legis-
lature. She stated on Beeline, a
local radio show. that it should
be started as soan as possible.

Questions arise as to why i
community college should exist
it the Fairbanks arca already has
the University of Alaska and sev-
eral adult education programs.

Walter Taylor, Jr.. the voca-
tional and adult education di-
rector of the James T. Hutchi-
son Adult Career Development
Center, testitied ““that the Uni-
versity of Alaska and the adult
education programs were not
meeting the needs of a large por-
tion of the people.™

Claus Naske, a University in-

.
structor in the Business Econ-
omic and Government Depart-
ment, said he “favored the com-
munity college because the Uni-
versity was not meeting the com-
munity’s needs.”™ He said a com-
munity college could consolidate
all the various vocational educa-
tional  courses,  and  would
strengthen the University's po-
lice administration and electron-
ics technician programs.

Darroll Hargraves, head ot
the Division of " Statewide Ser-
vices at the University. predict-
ed that it a community college
were tunded both its and the
University’s - enrollment would
be increased. Hargraves said that
A Tanana Valley  Community
College could use existing build-
ings in the Fairbanks area plus
have satellite campuses in Ne-
nana. Big Deltaand Eielson AFB

Hargraves went on to explain
how a community college would
benefit the public. He described
in his statement to the commit-
tee the community college as a
progressive life situation affect-
ing the student from infancy
through old age. Some typicai
courses the student might have
contact with might be his moth-

er ook a child care course be-
fore he was born, he may take a
swimming course for toddlers,
and Tater arts and cralts for pre-
schoolers.

Through  grade  school  he
might enroll in evening, week-
end or summertime courses. In
junior high he could go on wecek-
end-long wilderness trips.

During high school he could
take part in cultural activities.
Atter his graduation he could
enter the community college in
preparation for employment or
for transter to the university

IT the student goes to work
he could take tax
laws or 1o qualify for a manage-
ment position. To satisty other
interests he may take anything
from basket weaving to compu-
ter concepts to judo to physical
conditioning or obedience triin-
ing tor a pet

As he matures he could take
courses o prepare him for re-
tirement, drawing up his will or

courses m

a language  course 1o travel
abroad. After all that, “we will
graduate our student to  the
“ereat community college in the
sky.”

Hargraves said that Alaskans

have always recognized the need
for community colleges. Back in
1916 several intuitive citizens
founded Valdes University: Most
ol its curriculum were marine
scienees and prospecting taught
by the experts themselves. Vil
dez University had the true spirit
of i community college because
it folded in 1918, two years
later.

Some arguments against the
community college are that 1t
might duplicate the University s
courses. that it is nidiculous o
appropriate tunds for i
the University's budget and en-
rollment took 4 big step down-
ward. The administiation and
statt would either add o the
red tape or they would not be
qualified

William Tavlor argued that
hisstaftar the ACDC is qualitied
to teach at the community col
lege level

Sinee

Hargraves said most people
who are against the community
college probably never had con-
tact with one. He remarked on
the success of the community
colleges in Anchorage and Ju-
neau. He said there are several

instances where & community
college and a university co-exist
together like University of Ore-
von and Lane Community Col-
lege at Fugene. Seattle Univer
sity and Seattle Community Col
leae, and Lansing Community
College and Michigan State Ui
VeIsity .

I'he Fairbanks Citizens” Ad-
visory: Group,in a letter 1o for-
mer University Presidernt William
R Wood. stated the prioriny ot
needs of the community 1o in-
vocational.adult, aca-
demic, and community service
(cultural, avocational,
training) education

Residents ot the Tanana Val
leyv who suppori or reject the
idea ot 4 community - collepe
should let their views known 1o
their representatives
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