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TWO WOMEN KILLED MANY BELUGA-TheBELUGATheBELUGAThe-
author

BELUGAThe-
author

--
author , Emily Ivanofftvanoff Brown , drew this sketchsketch-
to

sketch-
toto illustrate the story of{) f twoIwo Eskimo womenwomen-
from

women-
fromfrom ShaktoohkShaktoollkShaktoolik who cauqht many of the white

whales mIn an area which is now tundra Mrs .

Brown writes that she and her mother onceonce-
vIsited

once-
visitedvisited the site and counted over 5050skullsskulls ofof-

beluga
of-

belugabeluga killed by the women

A Short Story About the Siisuak5iisuak Animal
By Emily Ivanott brownDrownbrown-

As

Brown-

AsAs the snow falls more deepdeep--¬-
lydeeplyand the ice forms along thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic coast , Eskimos beginbeglll eateat-eateat-

ing
eat-

ing
¬-

ing the food they stored forfor-

winter
for-

winterwinter.. One of the delicacies ofof-

my
of-

mymy people is the cooked muktukmuktuk-
outer

muktuk-
outer( outer coveringcoverlllg of the belugabeluga-

white
beluga-

whitewhite whale ) .

Especially wellwellsuppliedsupplied ateate-
the

ate-
thethe people of ShaktoohkShaktoolik , on thethe-

COJst

the-

coastcoastCOJst of Norton Sound . ThisTIllSTIllS-

YCJr

This-
yearyearYCJr , they killedhdled 23 belugas .

Many smallsmJl1 and largeIJrge whaleswhales-

mIgrate
whales-

migratemigrate to the Bering SeaSeJ andand-
the

and-

thethe Arctic Ocean every springsprmg
TheysprmgTheyspringTheyply through an areaJrCJ ofo f
15,3351533515,335squJre15,335square, squaresquJre miles ofofshallowsshallowsshallows-

Jnd
shallows-

aridandJndarid deeps of the oceans searchsearch-search-

Ing

search-

ing
¬-

ing for foodfood-

The
food-

The
food-

TheThe beluga or white whalewhaleI-

Sis one of the smallersmJller whaleswhJleswhJles-
which

whales-
whichwhich gives birth to its youngyoung-
Inin the( he northern coastalCOJstJI waterswaters-
of

waters-
ofof the arcticarct ic regionregion-

Since
region-

Smce
region-

SinceSinceSmce few stories havehJve beenbeen-

written
been-

writtenwritten about the belugabelugJ forfor-

popular
for-

popularpopular consumption ,_ thistIlls writerwriter-
would

writer-
wouldwould likethe! to relate somesonic of herher-
experiences

her-

experiencesexperiences and knowledge ofof-

how
of-

howhow the primitivepfImitive Eskimo killkill-

and
kill-

andand utilize the beluga , andandalsoalso"IsoIso"Iso-
compare

also-
compare

"
compare the mammal'smammalsmammJI'smammJIs' economeconom-economI-
C

¬-

ic value in111 the pastpJst to the prespres-pres-
ent

¬.-

ent time .

The beluga is a.II. member ofof-

the
of-

thethe sub-ordersuborder- of Odontocet ,

toothed ,. whales under a familyfamily-
name

family-
namename ofofmonodomdJeofmonodonidaemonodomdjemonodonidae ( with nono-
dorsal

no-
dorsaldorsal fin ) . Its scientificmentlflc name isi-

sDeIllIzafJlcru
i-

sDelpiinapterttsDi'lphinaptcntsDilphinaptcntsDe/Ill/IzafJlcruDeIllIzafJlcruDelp/iinapterttsDelpiinaptertts/' ) // LencasLeUCil\LeUCilLetwasLeUCilThe\ TheThe-

largest
ThTh-

largest
e

largest belugabelugJ is usuallyUSUJlly 1610 feetfeet-

long
feet-

longlonglongThe
The adult whale is pure ,

glossy white , the juvenile is darkdJrkdJrk-

grJY

dark-

graygraygrJY They havehJve eight to tenten-

teeth
ten-

teethteeth located on each side of thethe-

Jaws

the-

jawsjaws The surfaceurface layerIJyer of thethe-

mammal'smammal'smammals'' skinskm is one-halfonehalfone-hJlfhJlf- inchinch-
thIck

inch-
thickthick , and is a spongy formaforma-forma-

tion
forma-

tion
¬-

tion ofofcomblikecomb-likecomblike- projectionsprojectionprojectIOns-
invertical

projection-
invertical

s

invertical positions , but mattedmatmattematte-
closely

tedted-
closely

d
closely togethertogether-

This
together-

This
together-

ThisThis outer skin is high in proprepre-

tein
prpr-

tein
e

tein value . The two layersIJyers ofofskinskinskin-

are
skin-

areare cushioned with four to sixsix-

inches
six-

inchesinches of blubber ,. a middle layIJY-IJYlay-layIJY-

er
lay-

er
¬-

"- porpoise
p- orpoise"- porpoise
p-

orpoise"-
porpoiselude

"- porpoise
p-

orpoise"-
porpoisetide"er of skin is called

hideludetide " by manufacturersmanufJcturers who useuse-

it

use-

itit commerciallycommerciJllycommerciallyThecommerciJllyThe
The beluga surviveSUrYIve on fishfifish-

and
hh-

JndandJnd crustaceanscrust ace .InsIns. andandareare gregarigregari-gregari-

ous
gregari-

ous
¬-

ous creatures They traveltravelmin thethe-

ArctIc
the-

ArcticArctic , circumpolarclfcumpolJr regions andand-

enter
and-

enterenter the St Lawrence and YuYu-Yu-

kon
Yu-

kon

¬-

kon rivers , and even occasionallyoccasionally.-

Ire
occasionally-

areare.IreIre. seen off the British coastCOdSt...

Why the beluga chose to inin-inin-

habit
in-

habit
¬-

habit Alaskan waters , we do notnot-

know
not-

knowknow It may be that they preferprefer-

aa lessJess hostile environment .
. ManyMany-

years
Many-

yearsyears ago , the beluga was plentiplenti-plenti-

ful
plenti-

ful

¬-

ful and more friendly . Now oneone-

rarely
one-

rarelyrarely sees them , while travelingtraveling-
on

travelintravelin-

on
g

on the ocean .

The Eskimos named the whalewhJlewhatwhJle-

"siisuak
what-

"siisuak"siisuaksiisuak" " ( singularsinguIJr ) , "siisuiatsiisuiat"siisuiat-
because

" "
because of its vulnerable characcharac-charac-

teristics.lt
charac-

teristics
¬-

teristicsteristics.ltteristicslt. It means "whitewhite" whale "
The Russians namednamedItit belugabelugbelug-
abyeli

belug-

byeli
a

( byeli)) meaning "whitewhite" color.. "
The beluga'sbelugas' enemy is thethe-

killer
the-

killer
e

killer whale .. Eskimos frequentlyfrequentlfrequently-
heard

frequentl-
heard

y
heard the announcement , "Siisu-"SiisuSiisu"Silsu-"SilsuSilsu"Siisu-
idt

"Silsu-

iJt
"Siisu-

iat

" -

idtiJtiat are coming , " fleeingfleemg fromfrontfrom-

their
front-

their
t

their enemy ,. the killer whalewhale-

Every
.

Every member of the communicommuni-
ty

¬.

ty would squat down to watchwatch-
the

watch-

the
1

the chase on the ocean .

To them , the chasecha e wouldwould-
nlean

woulwoul-
mean

d
de

meannlean "letlet" the killers annihilateanl11hilJteanl11hilJte-
tlw

annihilate-
the

e
thetlw whale , so that the poor widwid-wid-
ows

wid-
ows

¬-

ows willwillfeapwillreapreapfeap the harvest of thethe-

slabs
the-

slabs
e

slabs of muktuk , which the tidefidetide-
wIll

fide-
will

e
will driftdriftashoreashore . "

No daringdJring hunter will interinter-inter-

vene
inter-

vene
¬-

vene in this particularparticulJr whaleswhales-

hunting

'

hunting scene . In fact , it isis-

taboo
aa-

tabootaboo for any Eskimo to eitherettheeither-
give

etthe-

give

r

give alarm or interruptin terrupt the killerkiller-

whales
killer-

whales
r
rr

whales ' chase for fear of beingbeing-
killed

beinbein-

killed
g

killed themselves .. The huntershunters-
are

hunters-
are

gs

s
are not allowed to kill a killerkiller-

whale
killer-

whale
r

whale , because of the pieces ofof-

the
of-

thethe beluga the killerkJller whale havehave-

killed
have-

killed
e

killed soon floatflo t to shore as foodfood-

for
foofoo-

for
d

for the poor and handicappedhandicapped

people .

The killer whales hunt inin-

packs
ii-

packs
n

packs and travel like torpedostorpedotorpedo-
skidding

s!
skiddingshidding on the surface of thethe-

sea
thth-

sea
e

sea .. So , too , the Eskimo hunterhuntehunter-
paddles

hunte-
paddles

r
paddles his kayakkayakswiftlyswiftly usingusinusin-
a

g
a double-bladeddoublebladed- paddlepdddle untilunlll heihehe-

fIdes
hh-

ridesridesfIdes abreast ofofaa whalewhdle as it sursur-sur-
f

sur-

.Ices
sur-sursur-

faces
¬-

facesf.IcesIces.
facesWhen.IcesWhen

When the mammalmJmmJImanurial comes upuu-

forforupforair , the EskimoE kimo maneuversmaneuvermaneuvers-
Ius

maneuver-
hishisIus craft to a right angle fromfrom-
the

from-

thethe whalewhJle ,. then throws hisIus spearspecspear-
into

spec-
intointo the ribs where the spearspeJr-speJrspear-¬-speJrheadspearheadhead will lodge immovablyImmovJbly TheThe-

Ihong
The-

thongthongIhong attached to the spearspeJr unun-unun-

winds
un-

winds
¬-

winds immediatelyImmedlJtely afterJfter thethe-

catch
the-

catchcatch ,. the seal pokepot.epote. balloonbJlloon , alsoalso-

dltached
als-

attachedattacheddltached to thet he thong ,. flingsflmgs itIt-ItI-

tsdf
it-

self
¬-

selfsdfsdfmselfintointom to its placeplJce as.ISIS. a marker lototo-

gUIde

tt-

guideguide the hunter as helie rides thethe-
11Igh

thth-

high
e

high11Igh seasseJS until thethehalewhale\\halehale\ is exex-exex-

hausted
ex-

hausted
¬-

haustedhaustedandand can be easily reachreJch-reJchreach-reJch-

ed
reach-

ed
¬-

ed lorfor the last thrust ofofanotheanotheranotheanother-
spear

anothe-
spear

r

spear...

This methodmethodofof01 wh.ilewhilewhdlewhale. hunthunt-huntI-

I1g

hunt-

ing
¬-

ingII1g is very dangerousdJngerous , thereforetherefore-
nono amateurs take the role , butbut-
they

but-
theythey frequentlyfrequen tly are on handhJnd toto-

observe
tt-

observe
0

observe the hunter'shunters'' action .

There is another taboo ,. "DoDo"Do-

not
"Do-

not
"

not overdo your expertise .
" Iji1)111Ip1)-

1uther
Ip-

other
)

otheruther words , do not kill the anial1l-al1lal1-

lmals
ani-aniani-

mals
¬-

mals only for a meansmedns of showshow-show-

Ing

show-

ing
¬-

ingpleasureForyour skill , or for pleasure
For example , my mother'smothersmother's-

uncle
mother's-

uncle
'

uncle was a skilled whale chaser..

Everyone at KoyakKoyat. , AlaskaAIJska ,

made predictions thatthJt Kuquna-KuqunaKuqunJ-KuqunJKuquna-
gak

KuqunJ-
gak

Kuquna-
gak

--

gak would be the one to killkillakill-

whJle
aa-

whalewhalewhJle firslfirst.. One morningmornmg thethe-

watchmel1iwatchmenjwatchmel1iwatchmen announcedJnnounced to thethe-

hunters
the-

huntershunters ,, "whaleswhales"whJleswhJles" areMe comingcomll1g
11"11A1-

1leader
AA-

leJderleaderleJder of the group warned thethe-

hunters
the-

huntershunters not to chasechJse and kill thistillStillS-

pack
this-

packpackpackofof whaleswhJles .

KunqunagakKunqunJgJk said , "II"' wouldwould-
lIke

would-
likelike to killkillaa whale just once thistillStillS-

fJII
this-

fallfallfJII This will be the lastIJ t time "
Helie disobyeddlsobyed the leader to chasec1JJSec1JJS-
ethe

chase-
thethe whale alone .

sAfterAfter spearingspearmg the largestlargest-
whale

largest-
whalewhale , the rope entwinedentwinedaroundaroundaround-
hIs

around-
hishis handhandsoso securely that hehe-

could
he-

couldcould not escape . HeIle was hurledhurled-

instantly
hurled-

instantlyinstantly out of his kayak by thethe-
whale's

the-

whale'swhale'swhales' pull , whichwhichcausedcaused himhim-

to
him-

toto be dragged through the seasea-

until
sea-

untiluntil he drowned At the nextnext-
high

next-
highhigh tide , both the whale andand-
the

and-
thethe hunter were beachedbeachedashoreashore .

To the young hunters thistlus waswas-
one

was-
oneone occurrence which wasWJS nevernever-
forgotten

never-
forgottenforgotten
forgottenThe

The expert kayakmcnkaYJkmenkayakmen hunthunt-
whale

hunt-
whalewhale by chasingcha mg them in111 theirthClfthCl-

fkayaks
their-

kayakskayaks toward the shallow wawa-wa-

ter
wa-

ter
¬-

ter , preferably into the estuaries .

The hunters wait untilun til the whaleswhdleswhdles-
enter

whales-
enterenter the mouth of the river.. IfIf-

a
If-

aa schoolschoolofofofwhaleswhales are not alarmalarm-alarm-
ed

alarm-
ed

¬-

ed by an enemy , they will concon-con-

tinue
con-

tinue
¬-

tinue to pursue the fish , somesome-some-

tImes
some-

times

¬--

times untilun til it is too lateIJte forfor-

them
for-

themthem to reach to safelysafety .

Last fall at ShaktoolikShaktoollkShaktoolik , AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

¬-

ka , on the coast of NortonNorton-
Sound

Norton-
SoundSound , the hunters caught 2323-

beluga
23-

belugabeluga whales .,

The older Eskimosbklmos there havehJvehJve-
heardheard manymJny stories about whales .

Once two women caught manymany-
whaleswhales at ShaktoohkShaktoolik , where thethe-
waterwater now has recededrecededandand leftleft-
aa highugh! formationformJtion of tundra .

When my mother and IJJwereIwerewerewere-
berry

were-
berryberry picking atal this placeplJce sheshe-

showed
she-

showedshowedshowedmeme many skulls ofofwhaleswhaleswhales-

whichwhich were once killed by thethe-
two

the-
twotwo women I counted over 5050-
of

50-

ofof them . Some had been coveredcovered-

overover with vegetation and werewere-

not
were-

notnot visible until I1 dug one up .

In an Eskimo communitycommunity-
whenwhen lots ofofwhaleswhales are killedkilled-

each
killed-

eacheach familyfamily'sis/'s'ss/' given an equalequal-

amount
equal-

amountamount ofofmeatmeat for preservationpreservation-
which

preservation-
whichwhich willw ll be sufficient for thethe-

entireentire winter supply of food .

The Eskimos butcher the meatmeat-
inin slabssJdbs like bacon . The womenwomen-
square

women-
squaresquarebyfourthis bigbigslabslabslabintointoII1to two by
four inch pieces and boil thethe-

muktukmuktukmuktukuntiluntil it is moderatelymoderately-
done

moderately-
donedone ..

Then after these are cooled ,

they are packed tightly into therherhe-

whale's
the-

whale'sstomdwhale'swhales' curedcuredandand inflatedinnatedinnatedstominflatedstomstom-stomstom-

I

stom-

n

stom-

s

stom-

e

stom-

r

stom-

g

-

ach lining Then the renderedrenderedoiloiloil-

is
oil-

isis ladledladJed intomto these containerscontainers-
soso that the oil011 will act as.ISIS. a preserpre\erpreer\ ¬'.
vativevJtlve agent These pokespot.espotes. of0101-

muktuk
of-

muktukmuktuk must be thoroughlythoroughly-
cooled

thoroughly-
cookedcookedcool-edcooled- before they are storedstored-

inin111 the underground cellarsceHJrscellars-

The
ceHJrs-

The
cellars-

TheThe meatmCJt is drieddrIcd for foodfondfond-
for

food-
forfor human consumption as.ISIS. wellwell-
as

well-
asas for the dogs The teethteethJndteethandandJndJnd-
bones

and-
bonesbones are saved for arts andJndJnd-
crafts

and-
craftscrafts work . The ivory teeth areare-
mJde

are-
mademademJde intomto handleshJndles , beadsheads andand-

mJny
and-

manymanymJny useful articles .. The bonesbones-

are
bones-

areare made into net sinkerssinhers TheThe-

JJW

The-

lawjawJJWlaw oil is alsoa/soaso/ rendered ,. it is usedused-

as
used-

asas an abrasive agent such as ofof-

rancid
of-

rancidrancidrancidsealseal pokes .

It is a very strong cleansingcleansing-
agent

cleansing-
agentagent for wooden implements ,

and is usedusedalsoalso during our prespres-pres-
ent

pres-
ent

¬-

ent generation to clean the rustyrusty-
traps

rusty-
trapstraps andandsealseal runners . NativesNatives-

use
Natives-

useuse the jaw oilall to cleandean the gunsguns-
with

guns-
withwithwithabsorbJntwithabsorbentabsorbanlabsorbJntabsorbent clothclothandand rod

The Eskimos do notriot renderrendcrrendcr-
the

render-
thethe whalewhJle oilOJI for eatingeat1l1g purposesplJrposc .

Except ,. the AleutsAlcUb prefer whalewhJlcwhale-

oiloiloIloverover sealSCJISCJIoIlsealoiloil The primitive
EskimoIshlmoprImitiveIshlmoprimitiveEskimo: is notriot permittedpcrnlIt ted to uselISClISC-

II

use-

ititII as a dip They feelfeelItit is tootoo-
strong

too-
strongstrong to digest andJnd thatIholl ilIIit maymJYntaymJY-

cause
ntay-

causecause ua tuberculartuberculJr person toto-

shqrtcn
to-

shortenshortenshqrtcn his1m life .

They alsoJl o believe thatthJI thethe-

whJle's
the-

whale'swhale'swhaleswhJle'swhJles' bodyhody andandItSits behaviorbehJvlOr asas-

gn

,i <

dngn,n animalJnlmalJnlmalIanimalisisI somewhatsomewhJt likehhe a.II..-
Ihuman

a-

humanhuman beingbemg They think11lIn " thethe-
blood

( lielie-

bloodblood of the whale resemblesresemhlesresemhles-
human

resembles-
humanhuman bloodbloodcolorcolor andJnd contentconcontent-
properties

tenttent-

propertiesproperties .

The EskimosE kimos consider thethe-

homecoming
the-

homecominghomecoming of the whole packpJpack-

atalat ShaktoohkShaktoolihShaktoolikShaktoolihasShaktoolikasas a.II. rarerMe phenomephenome-phenotne-phenotnephenome-
non

phenotne-
non

¬-

non at the present time . SinceSince-

the
Since-

theplentifulthe white whaleswhJles are not plentiplenti-¬-

ful anymore , none of the . Eskibkl-bklEski--bkl1-

11

Eski-
mos

¬-

mos111 os will sell muktukmuklukmuk luk to10 even

theirthclr neighborsnClghhors SomeSomc peoplepcoplcpcoplc-
preserve

people-
preservepreserve cookedcoot.edcooted. muktukl11uhtukmuklukmuklukinin111 a.II..I-
mIx

a-

mixturemixturemIx lure of one-haltonehaltone-hJIthJItone-halfhalf- waterWJICr , andJndJnd-
onehJIt

and-

onehallone-lullonelullone-hJIthJItone-hallhall-- vinegarvmegar solutionsolulIon withwith-

spices
\ IthIth-

plcesspices\plcesplces\ andJnandonionsonionsonll1l1\onll1l1onll1l1to\ to flavorflJvor itit-

To
it-

7oTo107o prepareprcpJrc thethc muktukmukluk thcthethc-

coohed
the-

cooked
( he

cookedcoohed piecesPICCC\PICCCPICCCMe\ areMe sliced intomtountomto-
oncelghth

unt-
ooneeighthone-eighthoneeighthonc-elghthoncelghthoncelghthIIlLhoneeighthinch-- inchIIlLh thicktllIch piecesplcce\plcce\plcceThesepiecesTheseThese areMe packedpJchedpackedintointo111 to a, I quartqUJrtqUJrt-
jM

quart-

farjarjMfar ,, filled with thethc vinegarvlllegJr waterWJter ,
sealedseJled tightly , andJnd storedstorcd We eatCJtCJt-
It

eat-
itit as an.IllIll. appetizerappetller It tastestJ\testJtes\ goodgood-
and

good-
aridandarid tendertendcr...

The1 he cured whalewhJlc skinsh 111 is usuusu-usu-
.Illy

usu-
ally

¬-

ally.IllyIlly. used as a.II. boot solesale , especiale\pecIJr-epecIJrespecial-\ ¬-

lyIyepecIJrIyespeciallyduring thetile coldestcolJest partpJrt ofoj thethe-
wmter

the-
winterwinterwmter.. SinceSillce the skinsk1l1 is muchmuch-
more

much-
moremore pliablepliJble andandsoftersofter thanthJn thethe-
hJrd

the-
hardhardhJrd ugrukugrukSkillugrukskinskinSkill , the old-timeoldtimeold-tunetuneoldtIme-
Eskimos

oldtune-
Eskimos

-

Eskimos prefer its usageuSJge as.ISIS.ISuch. such\uchuch\ .

So , as thefile snow startsstJrts fallingfallmgfallmg-
Jnd

falling-
andandJnd the ice forms along the Arc-ArcArc-
lie

ArcI-

IC
Arc-

tic
-

lieIICtic Coast'OJstOJst(' , my peoplepeoplc startstJrt fullylullylully-
ullliling

fully-
utilizingutili/mgutilimgulllilingutilizing/ JheJhc, he siisuakSJlsudhsusuak , m111iii the hopehope-
morc

hope-
moremoremorc willwillrelurnwillreturnreturnrelurn ini n the springsprmg


