
-
FUELDUEL SHORTAGE HITS BUSH

Rural Development ,

Village ElectrificationElectrification-
Endangered

Electrification-
EndangeredEndangered By CrisisCrisisB-

yBy TOM RICHARDS , JR .

ManagingMJIllglllg, IIlhtorI ditorditor-

Economic

ditor-

EconomicEconomic development in rural areasarea, of AlaskaAla ka isiis-

seriously
,

seriouslyseriomly threatened by the national energy crisiscri\icrii\ and thethe-
fuel

the-
fuelfuel allocation proposals whichwhichareare believed to becomebecome-
implemented

become-
implementedimplemented in AlaskaAla !> ka during January . If fuel alal-alal-

locations
al-

locations
¬-

locations restrict fuelfueluusageage for electric power to current
levels inIII AlaskaAIJ I.JIJ. ,. energycnergy producproduc-proproduc-
tion

uc ¬.-

tiontlon inm ruralrur .IIII. areasJrel, willill not Inhebehe-

suff
be-

sufficient

¬

sufficientsuffclentsuff clent lo10to continue the propro-pro-

gram
¬.-

gram of bringingbTlnglllg power to non-nonIlonnon-

electntied
non-

electrified
-.

electntiedelectTllieJelectrified villagesvillJge

ProjectsI'roJechIroJech' requiringrequITIng additional.lJdllloniIlJdllloniI.lJdllloniI-
power

additional-
power

. ,

power productionprmluLllollprodui.tronproduitron. , suchsuchasIKhIKhjas, j newnenew-

developmentdevelopmentJevelopmenl lundedfunded byhy regionalregloll)1regloll1regloll)1-

NJtlve
regional-

Native
, )

NativeNJtlve corporationscorporttlon'icorporttloni, ' troniIromfrom pav-pavpJYpay-paypav-

niciits
pay-

ments
-.

niciitsmentments receivedrecclyeJrecclyeJulIJerreceivedunderunderulIJer the Nativei'IJItIYCiIJItIYCi'IJItIYC-

Li.Jlm

Native-

Llatttls ' ,

claimsLi.JlmLiJlmLlatttls. settlementctlcl11ellt( act.111111. .' ., are.lielie. also.lholho.lho-

cnJ.JngercJ
also-

endangered
.

cnJ.JngercJcnJJngercJendangered.
cnJ.JngercJAvcr.JgeendangeredAverage

AverageAvcr.JgeAvcrJge. consumptionconswnptlonLon umptlollolotof powpopow-

ererl'rlr' by consumers'Ol1)llmerOl1llmer<' ) in ruralrur.llrurllrur.ll.IICruralareas. areas.IICIIC. , ) , is1\1\1-

10

is-

soso() low10\\1010only\ , only 100 kilowattI.ilow.JttIilow.JttIilowJtt. . hourshourhours-

perper monthmonlhmonlhormonthoror about.lhoutlhout. one-sixthonesixthonc-\lxthonclxthonesixthof-\ ot01of01-

the
of-

thethe nationalnJtlOn,11nJtlOn11, average.lYerJgelYerJge. ,. thatthJt intermter-mterinter-mter-

nal
inter-

nal
¬-

nal growthgro\\grogrot\ t h experiencedex peTie IIceJ byhybyil\ililNilNi-

llager
\ 111-

1l.Jgelagesl.JgelJgelager. as.II. wellwell.ISwellasas.ISIS. power requirerequITe-requITerequire-requITe-
ments

require-
ments

¬-

ments ofofnewnew educationeJucJtlon facili1.11111-1.11111facili-1.1111-

1lies

facili-

ties
. .' ¬-

tieslies wouldwouldnotnot receive adequateadequJteadequJte-
power

adequate-
powerpower suppliessupphes if energyellergy producproduc-produc-
tion

produc-
tion

¬-

tion is not increasedincreased-
During

Increaincreased-
During

eded-

DUTIngDuringDUTIng an.InIn. interviewII1teTVIew withwllh thethe-

TundrJ
the-

TundraTundraTundrJ Times in111 whichwl1lch helie disdis-JIdis-

cussed
-¬.

cussedcu ed theIhe potentialpotentlJIpotentialimpactimpactnnpJ .tt<. otofof-

Ihe
of-

thetheIhe energy crisiscmls inm the bushbu\hbuhhush\ ,

AlaskaAIJ'ikdAIJikd' Village llectricIlectmlectncI CooperaCooperJCoopera-Coopera-
tive

¬.-

tivelive generalgener .IIII. managermJnJger Lloyd Mod-ModlIod-lIodIhid-IhidMod-

son
lIod-

on
Ihid-

sun
-

sonsunon said ,. "ItIt" isI a threatIhreJt to10 thethcthc-

cntlTe
the-

entireentirecntlTe economicecorwmlc development in11111-

1the

in-

thethe ruralrurJI areasdlCJ\dlCJdlCJoj\ olojof AlaskaAI.I\I.IAIII.IAI.IAIII.III. \ . . IIdillam.1m1mdill.1m-

very
dill-

very

.
very much concernedconcerned-

"I"II1" very NativeN.lllyeNlllye. organi/ationorganiationorgJlIl/.lllonorgJlIl.lllonorgJlIl.lllonlllonorgamiatios/ . iniiiIn-

the
ii-

ithethe state, tate , anyoneJnyone developingJeveloplllg ecoeLOecueL-
OContinued

ecu-

Continued( Continued on papage< je CG6)6)



Shortage Hits . . .

( Continued from page 1)11-

)norruc

I )

norrucnonuc projects , and especiallyespecially-
anyone

especially-
anyoneanyone managing projects develdevel-devel-

oping
devel-

oping

¬--

oping from NatrveNatIVe claims , shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe very concerned .
"

Hodson said that ififenergyenergyenergy-

production
energy-

productionproduction is not allowed to inIll-Illin-inIll-

crease
in-

crease
¬--

crease in rural areas , many vilvIl-vIlvIl-

lages
vil-

lages
¬--

lages may have to continue withwith-wwith-

out
th-thth-

out
¬-

out any source of electrical powpow-pow-

er
pow-

er
¬--

er at all.. "WeWe" estimate that up to
125 villages , each with a populapopula-popula-
lion

popula-
tion

¬--

tionlion of from 25 to 200 persons ,

do not have electricityelectnclty yet , hehe-

saId

he-

saidsaid .

FuelFuelrationlllgFuelrationingrationingrationlllgrationingwouldwould have a.II..-
Itremendously

a-

tremendouslytremendously adverse effect onon-

Aldska
on-

AlaskaAlaskaAldska villagesIllagesv , he saidsaid-

"Average
said-

"A
said-

"Average"AverageAverage"AA" verage electricalelectncal consumpconsump-consump-
tion

¬.-

tiontlon is so low comparedcompMed to thethe-

lower
the-

lowerlower 4848statesstates Is it 'fairfair'faITfaITTarr'' to raratra-rarat-

lion
ra-

tion
¬-

tionlion electricity to someone whowho-

uses
who-

usesuses onlyonlyonesIXthone-sixthonesixth- of the nana-nana-

tional
¬.-

tionaltlonal average9average ? I say not ," hehe-

added
he-

addedadded .

During 1972] 972 , AVECAVl.CconAVECconVl.CVlC:. concon-con-

sumed
con-

sumed
¬--

sumed 1.515. million gallons of fuelfuelI-

II
fuel-

ininIII village power plants The figfig-fig-

ure
¬.-

ure for 19731973IS1973is'expectedisis- 'expectedis- expected' expected to behebe-

hIgher
he-

higherhigher and , in 1974 , AVEC an-anaman-

ticipates
anam-

ticipates

-.

ticipatesIIcipates that it will requirerequITe 2.6262.6-

mllhon
2.6-

million
.

millionmllhon gallons of fuel to meetmeet-

new
meet-

newnew growth .

It would be very unfairunfalrlIod, Hod-HodHod-

son
Hod-

son
-.-

son said , to hold village powerpower-

use

power-

useuse at the current 100 kilowattkilowatt-
level

kilowatt-
levellevel while , at the same timelime , thethe-

average
the-

averageaverage power use forlor somesome-
states

some-

statesstates range from 1,0001000, up to
2,0002000monthlyfor, kilowatt hours monthly
for each household .

'TheThe"The'" inequitiesinequilles do exist ,
" hehe-

stated
he-

statedstated .

AVECA VEC , the Rural AlaskaAlaska-

Community
Alaska-

CommunityCommunity Action Program , andand-

the
and-

thethe Alaska Federation of NaNa-Na-

lIves
Na-

tives
¬-

tiveslIves , IncI nc . have joined forces toto-

prepare
to-

prepareprepare a position paper on bebe-bebe-

half
be-

half
¬-

halfhalfofof energy users in AlaskaAlaska-

villages
Alaska-

villagesvillages . Much-neededMuchneededMuchneededeconomic-- economiceconomic-
development

economic-
developmentdevelopment projects , and thethe-

rising
the-

risingrising standardstandardofof living whichwhich-

villages
which-

villagesvillages are projected to enjoy ,

present increased power requirerequire-require-
ments

require-
ments

¬-

ments which are unique to ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska , they contend .

The three organizationsorganizallons prepre-pre-

sented
pre-

sented
¬-

sented their case to the AlaskaAlaska-

Public
Alaska-

PublicPublic Utility Commission durdur-dur-

mg
dur-

ing

¬-

ingmg a meeting inm Anchorage onon-

Friday
on-

FridayFriday .. They told the commiscommis-commis-
sion

commis-
sion

¬-

sion that Alaska villages want

equitable treatment on rulesrules-
which

rules-
whichwhich maymdY bebc developed for fuelIfuel-
allocations

ueluel-

allocatIOnsallocations .

Cutbacks inm airalT serviceservlcc bebe-be-

cause
¬.-

cause ofofallocatIOnsallocations willwIllalsoalsoalso-
have

also-
havehave an adverse effect on AVECAVEC-

operations
AVEC-

operationsoperations . "TransportationTransportation" serser-ser-
vice

¬.-

vice reductionreducl10n will reduce ourour-
capabihty

our-
capabilitycapabilitycapabihty to perform emergenemergen-emergen-
cy

¬.-

cy maintenance on facilities ,
"

HodsonlIodson said .

The full impact of thethc energyenergyC-

rISIS
energy-

crisiscrisis and government rationingrdtlOnlllgrdtlOnlllgI-

S
rationing-

isis not110trot yet understood , but AAVVICVl[ C(C-

andanddnddndutherandotherotheruther groups sensitivesensltlvc to(00(0-

rural
to-

rural
(

rural AlaskaAlas"dAlasd" powerpoer., requirementsrequltemcnrequirements-
believe

hh-

belIevebelieve thatthJ ! theretherc is greatgrcdl causeldlJ\eldlJeldlJe-
for

cause-
for

\
for concern


