
House of Shakes Opened Near WrangellWrangelJ
He faced the crowdcrowdmcrowdininm aa-

brown
a-

brownbrown suit coveredcov red by a ChilkatChilkat-
blanket

Chilkat-
blanketblanket hand woven in blue ,

green , yellow , blackblackandand creamcream-

mountam
cream-

mountainmountainmountam goat wool.. On his headhead-

was
head-

waswas a dancing hat ofofabaloneabaloneabalone-
shell

abalone-
shellshell fringedfnnged with Sea Lion whiswillswhis-whis-

kers
¬.-

kers and ermine skin . In hishis-

hand
his-

handhandhandwaswas a baton of authorityauthonty ,

its top piece carved in the formform-

of
form-

ofof a leapingleapmg KillerKJ11er Whale , the inmin-inin-

signia
¬.-

signiasigma of his house .

"ThankThank" you , my fnendsfriends , forfor-

commg
for-

comingcomingcommg to tlusthis[ his occasion in rereore-rereo-

sponse
re-

sponse
¬-

sponse to my invitation ItItISis asas-

though
as-

thoughthough a great light had burstburst-

through
burst-

throughthrough the darkness to see youyou-
here

you-
herehere . ThankThan ," you , towards meme-

you
me-

youyou have come .
"

WithWllh these traditional wordswords-

of
words-

ofof welcome , Kudanake , about toto-
be

to-
bebe installedinstalledasas Shakes VII , openopen-open-
ed

¬.-

ed the new community house ofof-

Shakes
of-

ShakesShakes , on Shakes Island inin-

Wrangell
in-

WrangellWrangell harborharbor-
"How

harbor-
"How

harbor-
"How"HowHow" '""" ' thepicturesque tourtour-tour-

ists
¬.-

ists saidsaIdwhIlewhile snapping their picpic-pic-

tures
¬'-

tures .

It was an unforgetlableunforgettable scenescene-

of
scene-

ofof barbaricbarbanc splendor To the InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian , it brought back nostalgia ,

to the whitewillte visitors it brought aa-

stIrring
a-

stirringstirring of the imaginationImagmatlOn acac-acac-

companied
¬.-

companied by a distinctdlstmct sense ofof-

surpnse
of-

surprisesurprisesurpnse that the purveyors ofof-

moccasms
of-

moccasinsmoccasinsmoccasms and totem poles onon-
the

on-
thethe docks could become animat-animatanlmat-anlmatanimat-
ed

anlmat-
ed

animat-
ed

-

,. ed personalities by the simple dede-dede-

vice
de-

vice
¬-

vice of donningdonnmg button blanketsbJanJ.etsbJanJetsbJanJ.ets-

and
blankets-

and
.

and movingmovmg to the beat of thethe-

tom
the-

tomtorntom torntom.

The year was 1940 . The occaocca-occa-

sion
¬.-

sionSlOn , the first Wrangell Potlatch .

The old TlmgitTlIngllTlingit communitycommunlly househouse-

was
house-

waswas rebuilt on Shakes Island as aa-

cec
a-

CCCCCCcec project under the superviSUpervi-SUperv-
ision

supervi-

sion
¬-

sion of the Forest ServiceSemce TheThe-

design
The-

designdesign was done by Tom Ukas ,

master carver and historianhlstonan ofof-

the
of-

thethe TlmgitTlmgJlTlingit people andandchIefchiefchIefofof

the Kiksadi .

RepresentingRepresentmg the Forest SerSer-Ser-

vice
Ser-

vice
¬-

vice was Mr . Wycoff and Mr .

Chipperfield who met at Mr .

Ukas home and looked at thethe-

plans
the-

plansplans Mr.. Ukas had drawn upup-

from
up-

fromfrom the old prints of the HouseHouse-

of
House-

ofof Shakes .

Roy Doverman ,. supervisor ofof-

the
of-

thethe CCC , had 20 to 30 menmen-

working
men-

workingworking on the project using thethe-

old
the-

oldold Indian tools of axes andand-

adz
and-

adzesadzesadzadzess . Cedar logs usedusedinmIn thethe-

bUilding
the-

buildingbuilding , logged by James BradBrad-Brad-

ley
Brad-

ley
¬-

ley andandaa crew of three , werewere-

towed
were-

towedtowed to ShakesShaJ.esShaJes. Island by thethe-

boat
the-

boatboat Margie Ann .

After completion , the ForestForest-
Semce

Forest-
ServiceServiceSemce askedasJ.edasJed. that a potlatch bebe-

gIVen

be-

givengiven at the dedication . FiveFive-

representatIVes
Five-

representativesrepresentatives were sent fromfrom-

Waslungton
from-

WashingtonWashingtonWaslungtondlgOltanesfromdignitariesfrom, DDCC.. and dignitariesdlgOltanes
from Alaska , the lower 4848andandand-
Canada

and-
CanadaCanadamcludlngdancersincludingdancerswell attended , includingmcludlng
dancers from throughout AlaskaAlaska-
for

Alaska-
forfor a total of 500 peoplepeople-

To
people-

To
people-

TocommuOltyhousecommunityhouseTo most people a communitycommuOlty
house suggests a social center forfor-

meetmgs
for-

meetingsmeetingsmeetmgs but this squat buildingbUilding-

ofof handhandadzedadzed timbers , was nono-
while

no-
whitewhitewhile man'smans' communitycommumty center..

Built of huge red cedar logs , thethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse is morticedmort Iced and tenonedtenoned-
together

tenoned-
togethertogether without a nail in thethe-
whole

the-
wholewhole structure .

It bore on its front elevationelevatIOn-

anan enormous carved and paintedpamtedpamted-
gnzzly

painted-
grizzlygrizzlygnzzly bear andandonon the insidemSlde itsItS-

depressed
its-

depresseddepressed fire floor was sursur-sur-
rounded

¬.-

rounded by ascendingascendmg giant likelike-

steps
like-

stepssteps .

This uniqueuOlque buitdmgbuildingbuitdmgwasbuildingwaswas theththe-

successorsuccessor to Hit Klan ( greatgreagreat-
house

tt-

househouse ) of the Nan-ya-ah-yeNanyaahye- - - tribetnbetnbe-

of
tribe-

ofof the TlmgitTlIngIt nation that inhabmhab-mhabinhab-mhab-

Ited
inhab-

ited
¬-

ited Southeast Alaska .

It was before this buildingbUIldIng-
that

building-
thatthat Charles Jones , then 76 yearsyears-
oJd

years-
oldoldoJd , was named Kudanake ShakesShakes-
VII

Shakes-
VIIVII Helie assumed the hereditary

title of his tribe . In his 76 yearsyears-

he
years-

hehe spanned the transition of thethe-

Tlmgit
the-

TlingitThngitTlmgitTlingit from the so-calledsocalled-- savagesavage-

state
savage-

statestate of an independent , self-selfself-

reliant
self-

reliant
-.

reliantrehant peoplefJlople; , who had an organ ¬.,

ized culture wellweJl suited to theirtheir-

habitat
their-

habitathabitat , to that of citizenship inin-

the
in-

thethe most progressive governmentgovernment-
inin the world .

BornBom intn the age when chiefsdllefsdllefs-
were

chiefs-

werewere stillstili dictatorsdictalors , the chiefchIefsatsatsat-

around
sat-

aroundaround the central fire while inin-inin-

structing

¬.-

structingstructlng his clan in1 the wisdomwisdom-
and

wisdom-
andand historicalhlstoncal lore of theirthClf peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-

ple
-¬-

ple . When the UnitedUmted States tooktook-

possession

took-

possessionpossession of his country , KuKu-Ku-

danake
Ku-

danake
¬-

danake Shakes VII became equalequaJ-equaJequal-equaJ-

Iy

equal-

ly
¬-

lyIyIyobedientlyobedientobedient to the new rules ,

fantastic though they seemed toto-

him
to-

himhim . Helie no longer was KudaKudJ-KudJKuda-KudJ-

nake
Kuda-

nake
¬-

nake , but Charley Jones .

He moved out of the commucommu-commu-
nit

commu-
nity

¬-

nitynit } house with his familyfarruJy andand-

bUIlt

and-

builtbuilt a separate home ,. his11IS chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

dren attended boarding schoolsschools-

Just

schools-
justjust like the white man . Helie mademade-

his
made-

hishis money , paidpaidschoolschool taxes ,

subscribedsubscnbed to the Red Cross HelieHe-

refused
lie-

refusedrefused to take the name ofof-

SHAKES
of-

SHAKES
SHAKESShakesSHAKESShakei
SHAKES
ShakesShakei VllVII because it was oldold-

custom

old-

customcustom and he was strivingstnvlng toto-

be
to-

bebe a typical AmericanAmencan .

Now in his old age and thethe-

tnbe
the-

tribetribetnbe down to less than a dozendozen-

members
dozen-

membersmembers , Charley Jones had bebe-bebe-

come

¬.-

come Shakes VIIVIIininm a borrowedborrowed-
blanket

borrowed-
blanketblanket andandcrestcrest hat.. The newnew-

order
new-

orderorder of government men wantwant-want-

ed

¬.-

.eded. ed.ed111mhim111mfilm to revert to hisIus ancientancIent-

pattern
ancient-

patternpattern , because it was picPiC-PiC-

turesque
pic-

turesque

¬-

turesque and unique to the tourtour-tour-

ist

¬.-

ist trade .

The change for Charley JonesJonesI-

Sis clearly illustratedillustratedinin two brushbrush-brush-

es
brush-

es

¬-

es with the law , one inm defensedefense-
of

defense-
ofof the oldoldwaysways and the other inmm-

stnv1
in-

strivingstrivingstnv1 g for the new . After dede-dede-

fendIng
de-

fending
¬-

fending his property againstagains-
twute

against-

wlutewhitew/utewutewlute/ men who were intent on

building a dock on hisIus property ,

he spent 10 days min jail for asas-asas-

sault
as-

sault
¬-

sault and battery realizing hehChe-

had
'

had been divested of all his inmin-inin-

heritance
¬.-

heritance by a law he never untln-tlnun-tln-

derstood
un-

derstood
¬-

derstood .

The second time helie was arar-arar-

rested
ar-

rested
¬-

rested for votingvotjng at a timelime and aa-

place
a-

place
.

place where he hadhadnono rightnght toto-

votevote . TestifyingTestlfymg in his own dede-dede-

fense
de-

fense
¬-

fense he said , "II" buy Red CrossCross-

fur
Cross-

forforfur everyeveryoneone in my family ,. eveneven-

my
even-

mymy dog .
" At the trialInJI m111in UnitedUnIted-

States
United-

StatesStates District Court the juryJury-
found

jury-
foundfound Charley Jones not guiltygUilty-

and
guilty-

andand thistlus established the citi/en-citiencllllCncitizen-citizencitien-
ship

citizen-
ship

/ -.

ship of the Indian TribesmanTnbesmanTnbesmanS-

hakC's
Tribesman-

ShakesShakesShakC'sShakCs' VIVIII


