
No Fish , OnlyOnly-

Starfish
Only-

StarfishStarfish Left
By LAELLALLALL[ MORGANMORGA-

NJUNEAU"lf
MORGA-

NJUNEAU"IfJUNEAU-"lfJUNEAU"lflfJUNEAU"IfJUNEAU-"If"IfIfJUNEAU-JUNEAU- "IfIf" those RussianRUssl.lmRUssllmRussiansRUssl.lm-

and
Russians-

and
. : ,

and JapaneseJapanesC' don'tdont' stop fishingfishIng-

m

fishing-

ininm our waters , we'rewere' going to bebbe-

eatingeating starfish ,
" John NevzoroffNevlOroff.,

a seasonedseasonedcommercIalcommercial fisherfisher-fisher-

man
fisher-

man
¬-

man from thethC' AleutiansAIC'ul1ansAICul1ans' , predictpredict-predict-
ed

¬.-

edcd last yearyear-

The
year-

The
year-

TheThe 1972 season was badhadbadandhadandandand-

this
and-

thisthis year'syears' wasW.lSWlS. a disaster thethe-
lowest

the-
lowestlowest AlaskanAlasJ.JnAlasJJn. salmon packp.lckplckp.lcksll1cepacksince. sincesll1ce
1887 .

Streams thatIhat teemedteC'medteCmedteC'medwIthteemedwith' with fishfish-
last

fish-
lastlast season stoodstoodemptyempty this fall..

Subsistence fishing was at starvastarva-starva-

tion
starva-

tion
¬-

tion level inm someome areas of thethe-

state
the-

statestate ,. tvenbenEven thethC' bears went hunhun-hun-

gry
hun-

gry

¬-

gry-grygry-

"And
-. . .

"AndAnd" I hope you have a.II. crycry-cry-

109

cry-

ing

¬-

ing109 towel for 1972 ,:"' warnedwarned-
Mel

warned-
MelMel Seibel , seniorsemor biometncianblOmetnclan ,

Alaska State Division oflJf ComCom-Com-

mercial
Com-

mercial
¬-

mercial FisheriesFlshenes .

According to the most eduedu-edu-

cated
edu-

cated

¬-

cated guesses , the BristolBflStol BayBa-
yAreaonce

Ba-
yAreaonceArea-onceAreaonce- the world'sworlds' most imIm-Im-

portant
im-

portant
¬-

portant sockeye salmon fisheryfishery-

will
fishery-

wIl

fishery-

will-willwill-wIlwIl- ! be closedclosednextnext year.. TheThe-

Halibut
The-

HalibutHalibut Commission is considerconslder-conslderconsider-conslder-
mg

consider-

ing

¬-

ingmg total closure of thethC' BeringBenngBenng-

Sea
Bering-

SeaSea for 1974 and 19751975andand starstar-star-

fish
star-

fish
¬-

fish may , indeedmdeed , be the onlyonl ) seasea-sea-

food
sea-

food

¬-

food left on the menumenu-

"You
menu-

"You
menu-

"You"YouYou" hear people blamingblarrungblarrung-

foreign
blaming-

foreignforeign fishingfishmgfishmgonfishingonon the highhighseasseasseas-

as

seas-

asas a commoniommon: cause ,
" Seibel concon-con-

sIdered
con-

sidered
¬-

sidered . "ButBut" while we havehJve subsub-sub-

stantial

¬.-

stantialstantlJ ! evidence to that effectefted ,

especially inm Western Alaska , thethe-

pnmary
the-

primaryprimarypnmary factor contributingcontnbutlng toto-

the
to-

thethe bad run is some very severesevere-

wlOters
severe-

winterswinterswlOters .
".

For the last two years , deepdeep-

freezmg
deep-

freezingfreezingfreezmg has severely cut the sursur-sur-

vival
sur-

vival

¬-

vival rate of young fish andandrecurecurecu-recu-

peration

¬.-

perationperatlon will be a long timehme inIn-

commg
in-

comingcomingcommg . While redredsalmonsalmon gelgetgel-

their
get-

theirtheir growth in a couple of years ,

the sockeyessock eyes don'tdont' mature forfor-

four
for-

fourfour to six years andandchumschums comecome-

of
come-

ofofofageage at fourfour-

In
four-

In
four-

inIn 1970 , a record harvest of
6868mlhon68millionmillionmlhon! salmon was reportedreported-
and

reported-
andand escapement was good .

In 1971 , however ,. the catchcatch-

dwmdled
catch-

dwindleddwindleddwmdled to 47 million A catchcatch-

of
catch-

ofof 30 millionrruilion was predicted for
1973 but only 21 millionmJIIJon fishfish-

were
fish-

werewere actually nettednettedandand escapeescape-esescape-

ment

ape-apeape-

ment

¬-

ment of spawningspawmng fish was equalequal-equal-
ly

equal-
ly

¬-

ly disappointingdlsappomtIng .

SeibelSeihelSeIbelrecallsSeihelrecallsrecalls that AlaskanAla kan

salmonsJlmon runsrum were. ere under peakPCIIpeakIn, <. inIIIII-

Itlie

In-

thethetlie late 1030s1930sI (JO) andandearlvearlyearlvearlylOs40s.lOslOs-lOs.- . rereore-rereo-

covered
re-

covered
¬-

coveredcoveredandand then hitlilt a.II. trementremen-
dous

tremen-
dousdous declinedeclllle in the lateIJte SOs"lhlhSO-

s"In

"lh-

"In
SO-

s"In

"

"InIn" the mid-midmid1940smld.19.t0smld19.t0smld19t0smid-1940smid1940s-. 1940s. the( lie catchcatch-

averJged
catch-

averagedaveragedaverJged 41 millionmdllOn BuiBut from
I9601960 to 19691969Itit averagedaver Jged 51551-

million
II-

mdlIonmillionmdlIon . . an.InIn. increaseIIlcrincreaseJJee ofofmug.hlofroughlyroughlymug.hlmughlroughly-

2S
. )

22'i2i2S' percent .. AndAndofotof course wewe-

were
we-

werewere lookinglooJ. mg at greatgre.ltgrelt. thingsthlllg torforfor-

the
for-

thethe 1970s ".
TheyTheywerewere countingounllng onoil high11Igh11Ig-

hescape

high-

escapementescapementescape men t figures , helie added.IddedIdded. ,.

hutbut they failedf.lIledflIled. to considercomlder thethe-

wea
the-

weatherweatherwea ther factorfactor-
And

ffactor-
And

dctordctor-
AndAnd AlaskansAI.lsk.lmAIlsk.lmAIlsklm. . were not thethe-

onl
the-

onlyonlyonl } ones hurt 'byby'hyhy' 0)0) the decline ,.

helie noted
noted"The

"TheThe" JapaneseJ.lpJneJlpJne. e mother shipship-

reported
tllptllp-

reportedreported the smallestsm.lllesmllle. t sockeyesockeye-

catch
OLJ.COLJC. } ee-

catchcatch since 19541954Jnd1954andandJndJndcohocandcohoecohoccohoecohoc.-

md
cohoe-

aridand.mdmdarid.mdchuearidchuck. chuckchue!<. a little benerpelterbetterbener-
"Friends

pelte-
r"fnen

better-
"Friends"FriendsFriends"f-nen"ffnen" - s inm the gamegJl11e divisiondldivision-

feel
"IonIon"Ion-

leel
"

teclleelfeelleelII'sfeelit'sit'sitsII'sIIs' hadholdholddhadaad definitedefinlle ellectdleceffect ! onon-

the
on-

thethe bearbeM populationpOpUl.ltlDnpOpUlltlDn. and the freIrefre-frefre-

quencies

¬.-

quenciesquencles of bearhCJrhear maulingsm.luhngsmluhngsmaulings-

"Maybe
m.luhngs-

"Mavbe
maulings-

"Maybe
.

"MaybeMaybe"MavbeMavbe" ilIt will lakeI.lkcIlkctake. CARLCARL-

PdC

CARL-

packagespackagesPdC
," ag s for thet he bearsbe .IrsIrs. I1 don'tdontddon't-

know
.n> ' tt-

knowknow . But I do know il11if we sendsend-

them
send-

themthem anything , it11 won- 'two- ntwon- 'two- ntwon- 'two- nt' be fish "

"It'sIts" ' gettinggettlllg to the pointpOint-
where

point-
wherewhere you'reyoure' not goinggomg to findtndtfind-

salmon
ndnd-

salmonsalmon on the marketmMket What'sWhatsWhat's-

caught
What's-

caught

'

caught here is going to JapanJJp.lnJJplnJJp.ln-
.Ind

Japan-

and
.

and.IndInd. KoreaKore.lKorel. .
"

SeibelSelhel hadhJd goodglJodglJodnewsgoodnewsnews , howhow-

ever
how-

everever ,. when it camec.lmeclme. to the si/esiesilesize/ ofotot-

the
of-

thethe catchc.llchcllch. fro/enfroenIro/enIrofrozen/ and.IndIndaridaridcured. curedureddndcuredandured anddnddnd-

Jlso
and-

alsoalsoJlso on the price of fish whichwhich-

reached
which-

reachedreached an.InIn. all-timealltime.Ill-time.Illtime.IllIll. - high here lastIdtIdt-
summer

last-

summer

,
summer
summerOver

Over SOO.OOOSOOOOO'iOOOOOiOOOOO500,000500000' ., pounds oflJf freshffresh-

frozen
re hh-

frolenfro/enfroenfrolenfrozen/ and.IndInd. cured salmonsdlmon werewere-

sold
\'< crecre-

wIdsoldwId , as.ISIS. opposed to 360,000360000, lastlast-

season
last-

seasonseason
seasonPrices

Prices for AlaskanAldskan kingkmgkmgsdlmkingsalmsalmsdlmsalm-salm-

on

¬.-

on reached $22$2.102.10210$ 2.10210. 10 a pound , co-coco-

hoes
co-

hoes

-.

hoes $11$ 55 , andandchumschums SI$11$ 3030-

.Igalost

30-

againstagainst.IgalostIgalost. $11S$ 15050,51505150 , S$ J1 IS15I 'ii' , and KKXX88 for
1972
1972It's

It'sIts' also possibleposilble that the fufu-fufu-

ture

! u ¬.-

ture may behe brighter thanth.lnthln. estiestlesti-esti-

mates

¬'-

mates indicateIOdlcate The newly-creatnewlycreatnewly-creat-newlycreat-
ed

- ¬.-

edcd Office of Rehabilitation andand-

Lnhancement
and-

LnhancementLnhancement ( withinwltilln the StaleStolteStateStolt-
eDepartment

State-

DepartmentDepartment of Fishhsh and.IndInd. GameG.lmeGlme. )}

isworkmgonIS workmgworking on numerous fishfi h rearreMrear-

inging109 programs and hash.lshls. alreadydlre.ldydlreldy. hadhddhdd-

consIderable
had-

considerableconsiderable successuccess withwithsJlmwithsalmsalmsJlm-sJlmsalm-sJlm-

on
salm-

on

¬-

onon-

In

on-

In

on-

InIn one experiment off Kasi-KasiK.I\IK.IIK.IKIIKasi-

lof
Kasi-

lof
.\ -.

lof , Bob laBeadLaBeaaBeadL aBea , regionalreglonJI supersuper-super-

Visor

super-

visor

¬-

visor , reportsreport a survivalsurvlvJI factorfJLlor ofotot-

H585H5 percent , as opposedopposcd to IhethefileIhe-

natural

file-

naturalnaturalnaturdl survivalurvlvalurvlvalr.ltesurvivalraterater.lterlte. of 10 perper-per-

cent

¬.-

cent for young spawnsp.lwnsplwn. And La-LaL.I-L.ILa-

Bead
L.I-

Bead
La-

Bead
. -

Bead believes it'sits' possible to enen-enen-

gIneer
en-

gineer
¬-

gineer survivalsurvivalofof fishfl h ..,, even inIIIII-

IWlOters
in-

wintersWintersWlOters of deep free/ingfreeingfreezingfree ling/ ..

"WeWe" estimateestlmat the AlaskanAI.lskanAIlskanAI.lskan-

salmon
Alaskan-

salmon
.

salmon run is slrllsullstill capable of0101-

an
of-

anan annual harvest of 7575mllhon75millionmillionmllhonmllhon-
fish

million-
fishfish ," biometncianblometnClanbiometrician SeibelSeIbelsaIdsaidsaId-

opl1mlstlcally
said-

optimisticallyoptimisticallyopl1mlstlcally
optimistically"And

"AndAnd"Andwe" we could easily seesee-

another
see-

anotheranother 10 million onoil toptopofof thatthaIthaI-

wIth
that-

withwith fish rearingreanng programsprogr.lmsprogrlms. II-

don't
I-

don'tdon'tdont' thinkthinkIt'Sit'sits' all gazinggallng atal stars ,

eitherC'llherCllher' In 1970 we had 686H milmil-milmil-

lion
mil-

lion
¬-

lion
lion"We've

"We'veWeve" ' come close enough lototo-

the
to-

thethe stars so I thinkthmkthank we can seesee-

them
ee-

thethemthe m ".


