
Thompson SwornSwo'rn' InIn-

FirstFirst Alaskan Native Commissioner
MornsMomsMorris Thompson , 34 , anan-

AthabdscJI1
an-

AthabascanAthabascanAthabdscJI1 Indian from TananaTanana-
was

Tanana-
waswas sworn in111 as CommissionerCommissioner-
ofof the Bureau of Indian AffairsAffalTsAffalTs-

by
Affairs-

byby President Nixon duringdurmg aa-

White
a-

WhiteWhite House ceremony at 1III11 00

ad m MondayMonMondayinay in111 WashingtonWashll1gton .

Thompson became ComCom-Com-

missioner

¬.-

missioner after servingservll1g sincesll1cesll1c-
eFebruary

since-
FebruaryFebruary of 1971 as Alaska areaarea-

dlfector
area-

directordirectordlfector for the BIA . Helie rere-rere-

turned
re-

turned
¬-

turned to Juneau this weekweekinin111

preparationprepardtlOn for movingmovll1gmovll1g1IShis/1IS1IShis-

family
/ 1I-

Sfamilyfamily to WashingtonWaslllngton laterIJter thisthis-

month
this-

monthmonth
monthA

A story on the swearingswearmg., in11111-

1ceremony
in-

ceremonyceremony was writtenwTltten for thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times by RichardRichard-
laCourse

Richard-
LaCourseLaCourse , news directordlTector of thethe-

American
the-

AmericanAmerican Indian Press AsAs-As-

socIation
As-

sociation
¬-

sociation . The storystorywaswas delayeddelayed-
and

delayed-
andand did not reach the paper byby-

press
by-

presspress timelime .

The Tundra Times will carrycarry-

full
carry-

fullfull newsnew coverage and photophoto-photo-
graphs

photo-
graphs

¬-

graphs of the event in the nextnext-

Issue

next-

issueissue of the paper , on December
12 .

Thompson has announcedannounced-
that

announced-
thatthat he plans to be in111 Alaska toto-

attend
to-

attendattend the annual convention ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Federation of NativesNatIves-

and
Natives-

andand the eleventh annual TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes Banquet in111 Anchorage onon-

December
on-

DecemberDecember 17 .

CommissionerCommissloller Thompson isI-
Sthe

is-

thethe youngest head of the BIABIA-

inin111 the history of the bureau .

He is also the first AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative ever to be appointedappoll1tedappoll1ted-
to

appointed-
toto thatthai post..

The new commissioner hashas-

had
has-

hadhad extensive experience in111 thethe-

field
the-

fieldfield of national Indian affairsaffalTS .

In 1969 , Thompson became aa-

special
a-

specialspecialspecialassistantassistant for Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
Af-

fairs
¬-

fairs to former Interior SecSec-Sec-

retary
Sec-

retary
¬-

retary Walter J1.. Hickel.. Helielie-

received
lie-

receivedreceivedreceivedrecognitionrecognition recently ,

while Alaska area director forfor-

the
for-

thethe BIA , for the handling of thethe-

Continued
the-

Continued
the-

Continued( Continued on Page 9)9)



MorrisMorrisContinued
.,( Continued fr-.mfr.mfr.mmfrm-' page 1)1)

massive efforteffJrt, to enroll Alaska-

Natives
AlaskaAIJ kaka-

NativesNatives for riarticipationparticipationIiarticipation inIn-

benefits
in-

benefitsbenefits from the Alaska NativeNatIVe-

Claims
Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act .

Commissioner Thompson isI-
Smarried

is-

marriedmarried to the lormertormerformer ThelmaThelma-
Mayo

Thelma-
MayoMayo of RampartRJmparl.. The couplecoupkcoupk-
has

couple-
hashas three children ShcrlySherly Lynn ,.

7 ,. NicholeNicholl' Ray , 3 , anda nd AllisonAllison-

MJY

Allison-

MayMayMJY , I1I...


