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Iditarod plansplansat'underwayat
i

'

! ' . . - '. ' , ' . " " ..; ' ,' . . "

The race is on for 1979 . AcAc-AcAc-

cording
Ac-

cording

¬-

cording to Iditarod Trail ComCom-Com-

mittee

Com-

mittee

¬-

mittee President , Dick Mackey ,

the 1,0491049, mile sled dog racerace-

will

race-

willwill leave Anchorage , northnorth-

bound
north-

boundbound for Nome on the histohisto-histo-

ne

histo-

ric

¬-

ricne Iditarod Trail , February 24 .

Mackey says a $50,00050000$ , pursepurse-

will

purse-

willwill be awarded to the top 20

driversd rivers .

The musher line-uplineup- for 19791979-

already
1979-

alreadyalready looks interesting with aa-

team
a-

teamteam from New Zealand andand-

several

and-

severalseveral possible entries from thethe-

lower
the-

lowerlower 48 .

To date , the women mushersmushers-

officially
mushers-

officiallyofficially entered in the maramara-mara-

thon
mara-

thon
¬-

thon race outnumber the men .

Susan Butcher , the first womanwoman-

to
woman-

toto come in the money in 19th19th-

place

19th-

placeplace , will be competing againagain-

this
again-

thisthis year along with , 1977 champc4ampchamp-

Rick
.

Rick Swenson , Emitt Peters , JoeJoe-

Redington
Joe-

RedingtonRedington , Sr . ,, and the FlyingFlying-

Anderson
Flying-

AndersonAnderson Brothers .
.
_.44,. r'r-

PetersPeters set the record in 19751975-

by
1975-

byby arriving in Nome in only 1414-

days
14-

daysdays , 14 hours , 43 minutes , and

45 seconds . Dick Mackey ofofWaWa-WaWa-

silla

Wa-

silla

-.
silla came close to beating thatthat-

record
that-

recordrecord in ' 78 with a finishfmish of
14 days , 18 hours , 52 minutes ,

and 2424secondsseconds .

Mackey'sMackeys' lead dog crossed thethe-

finish
the-

finishfinish linehne one second ahead ofof-

Rick
of-

RickRick Swenson'sSwensons' team making itit-

the
it-

thethe closestclosest race evereveverr . VeteranVeteran-

mushers
Veteran-

mushersmushers say that with the numnum-num-

ber
¬.-

ber of good long distance dogdog-

teams
dog-

teamsteams and experienced driversdrivers-

growing
drivers-

growinggrowing every yeatyear there will bebe-

more
be-

moremore and more close finishes .

Last year , if not for a suddensudden-

storm, storm near Solomon thattlattl.attlat].} separasepara-separa-

ted
separa-

ted

¬-

ted the front runnersrunners , therethertheretheremaymaymmaymay-

havehave been eight teams drivingdriving-

down
driving-

downdown Front Street at the same

time .

In the early days of the race ,

it could be several days betweenbetween-

th
between-

thetheth first two or three mushersmushers-
into

mushers-
intointo Nome ,.

The entry fee for the 19791979-

Iditarod
1979-

IditarodIditarod Trail Race has been setset-

at
set-

atat $550550$ . This amount includesincludes-

the
includes-

thethe mandatory fee for air supsup-sup-

port
sup-

port

¬-

port along the trail . Mushers areare-

asked
are-

askedasked to contact the IditarodIditarod-

Trail
Iditarod-

TrailTrail Committee at Pouch X ,

Wasilla , AK 9968799681 or call 376-376316-316376-

5155
316-

5155
376-

5155

-

5155 for more information .

Officials are working to imim-imim-

plement

im-

plement

¬-

plement Changeshanges, in the race rulesrules-

and

rules-

andand will make them available toto-

the

to-

thethe public by December.. TheThe-

changes

The-

changeschanges will primarily affect thethe-

degree

the-

degreedegree of assistance a mushermushe-
rmayor

musher-

maymaymayoror may not receive alongalong-

the
along-

thethe trail .

The race route will take thethe-

alternate

the-

alternatealternate trail used every other

year .

From Anchorage the teamsteams-

will

teams-

willwillwillrdcewillraceracerdce North to the WeighWeigh-

Station
Weigh-

StationStation on the Glenn Highway .

They will then be trucked toto-

Wasilla

to-

WasillaWasilla where the Restart willwill-

take
will-

taketake place on Lake Lucille .

From there they race to Knik ,

Susitna , Skwenta , Finger Lake ,

Rainy Pass , Rohn River FareFare-Fare-

well

Fare-

well

¬-

well , Nikolai , and McGrath . OutOut-

of
Out-

ofof McGrath the trail will run toto-

Ophir
to-

OphirOphir and from there followfollow-

the
follow-

thethe original Iditarod TrailTrail-

through
Trail-

throughthrough the ghost town of IdiIdi-IdiIdi-

tarod
Idi-

tarod
¬-

tarod and the villages of Shage-ShageShage-

luk
Shage-

Juk
Shage-

luk
-

lukJuk , Anvik , Grayling , Eagle Is-IsIs-

'fand
Is-

and
Is-

land
-

'fandfandland'(and , and KaltagKaltsgK lt g :. FromFtom KaltagKalt'agKKalt'ag-

the
IfagIfag-

the 'the trail follows the Yukon toto-

Unalakleet
to-

UnalakleetUnalakleet and turns north toto-

Shaktoolik
to-

ShaktoolikShaktoolik , Koyuk ElimElirn , WhiteWhite-

Mountain
White-

MountainMountain , Solomon and finallyfmallyfmally-

Nome
finally-

NomeNome .,

1979 marks the seventh runrun-run-

ning
run-

ning
¬-

ning of the Iditarod Trail Race .


