Compensation
bill for Aleuts
delayed 1 week

by Steve Pllkington

for the Tumndlrs Tiowes

The Aleutian and Pribilol Islands
Restitutiion Act, a bull simed at com:
pensating Aluska Matives lor their in-
lernment in camps during World War
I, was scheduled 1o go before Con-
gress last week, bul instead was
delayed because a quorum could not
be reuched

The bill has now been scheduled o
uppear before Congress at the end of
this week.

In spite ol the delay, Alaska Native
officials supporting the act say they are
optimistic.

1 have every feching that the ll
will pass this year,”” said Agaton
Krukoft, president of The Alewt Comp.

The Pnatd deafe language has been
approves), he sl

I passed | the bill would compensate
not only surviving Alaska Natives in-
termed or borm in the camips, but would
alviy compensile the commumiies al-
fected by the wir

Durimg the war, Aloots hiving on
Adeutinn [slands were tken From their
homes and terned e camps 0
Somtheastern Alaska. Many of them
dicd durmg shelr imernment, s &
result af the conditons in the canipe,

When some of the Aleuls were
retirned bo therr homes ot the end of
the war, they found that ther villages
hated Been looted by the American
solihiers whoo used them, including
their homes and churehes

Compensation provided by the hall
wold be oy four sepurale categores:

sbyery chmble Aleot would recerve
S12. 0000

o There would be a 55 mallion Y
vreated Tor the bene i of the six Aleut
cormmuntlies affected donng the war,

oA B4 mallon fumd would be pro-
vided o compensiate affected Aleur
villages for church property  lost,
damnged or destroved during the wi

o515 million would be [mld ey The
Aleut Corpon heu of regiinimg A
Island, which s now m the Alasks Na-
tional Wikdlife Refuge system

Regardless of the delay, Krukorf
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* Aleut bill receives support
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said the bill has wide support.
“"We have 75 senators supporting

it,”" he said lngt week, and he

that some senators are pushing 1o have

the bill read I:lafnm the August recess.
Asaresult, by the time members of

Con return, the bill will be

Fur nal wnm the Senate, he
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But even if
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war, most fesl that it still h not
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$12,000," Krukoff said, “*but it"s hand
to expect more than that. "’

There are about 400 surviving
Aleuts 10 be compensated, which is
less than 50 percent of the 880

originally placed in the camps, he said.

“"Five million goes 1o the six al-
fected vi m my ml,glu
go to the
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