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andrew gronholdt isfromis from sand point which is celebrating its 100th birthday
aug 152315 23 he is holding a reproduction afanofanofan aleut hat see story page six
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the sand point cemetery is on a small hill looking toward unga island across
the two mile strait and the mountains beyond on the mainland
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leslie foss

sand point centennial

most dont want to live anywhere else
by batzlibetzlbetzli woodman

for the tundra tunes

you well might ask whyhtiyissandis sand
point

the what where and how are
easy but why do people live on a
remote wind raked rain slashed little
island only nine miles longlong9longa

not only do nearly 1000 people I1liveive
inin this shumaginShu magin island community
they like it and most dont want to live
anywhere else

now sand point folks are preparprehar
ing to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the cityscitycites s beginning and during the
gala festivities aug 152315 23 they will
be looking back at happenings of their
first 100 years they also will looktook at
the exotic history of the whole
shumaginShumagin island region which has inin
fluencedfluenced the lives and culture of aleut
descendants who live there

which bring us to the what where
and how sand point is a first class city
since 1978 on popof island one of
15 sizable islands in the shumaginShumagin
group of aleutian islands it isis 571 air
miles southwest of anchorage and lies
inin the midst of a rich fishing area
salmon cod and shellfish

sand point did not begin as a
typical native aleut settlement in

fact if it were not for the fine harbor
at the mouth of humboldtHurnboldt creek and
establishment in 1887 by san fran
sisco entrepreneursentrepeneursentrepencurs of a processing
plant for cod fish the city might well
have risenrisen on neighboring unga
island

there isis evidenceev idenie that aleutsaleuns lived
on unga long before outsiders came
inin the 1880s to harvest the bountiful
cod banks whose fame had spread to
the west coast of the united states
A gold strike inin 1886 on unga along
with the cod fishing brought people
from many nearby communities such
as korovin king cove and belkofskibelkowskiBel kofski
to seek employment

feisty scandinavian men came from
the dwindling cod industry in the
north atlantic to seek a living inin the
shumaginShu magin area many of these men
married russian aleut women some
settling on unga and others on popof
the result isis a happy amalgam of
Rrussianu s s i a nan AaleutI1 e u t- ddanisha n is h- sswedishw ed i s h

norwegian and finnish stock
the population on unga which

reached more than 300 bedimbegimbegan to drop
off after 1920 and when a cold storage
plant was built about 1946 in sand
point people moved across the strait
and unga gradually became a ghost
town

the population continued to grow
with most rapid increases in the last
decade amenities such as electricity
water and sewer stellite television and
telephone give comfort to life in this
remote city A new school has a swim-
ming pool and shop facilities it is
located on a hill where the meadows
subdivision isis developing utilities

with all lines buried here and
thourghout the city are inin lots are
acre sized

these and more could encourage
residents to I1liveive at sand point but one
set ofstatistics shines forth inin relation
to the why of sand point more
than half the population has lived here
16 years or longer with 46 percent for
20 or more years why do they staystayestay7
those questioned seldom mentioned
the physical comforts read on

steve hakala station manager for
reeve aleutian airways and a hunting
guide says people stay not only for
what sand point has to offer but for
the lack of negatives sand point
delivers less hassels or at least a didif-
ferent

f
variety from those inin an urban

area this isis not a place 0too escaescapeIV to
he says for sand point is fast becom-
inging a real city

but it isis growing positively plann
ed to avoid the problems ofelsewhereofelswhereelswhereelswhere
the tempo isis slower and the people are
not so aggressively competitive

hakala came to sand point in 1964
liked it and stayed he married a girl
from sanak they raisedraiscd their three
children who all gradutedgraduated from sand
point high school he particularly
likes the carnival atmosphere of the
fishing season it begins as people
seem to come out of hibernation the
pace quickens and the full vigorvigor of the
people comes alive

diane wilde knows what the begin-
ning of fishing season isis like the
men are like the fish themselves retur-
ning to the streams they get a gleam
in their eyes they love to put the nets
in the water always wondering is this
one the big load

she isis part of the large gunderson
clan 1I think I1 am related to about
150 people here those scandinavian
fishermen usually had big families and
as they stayed on so did their children

although she thinks sand point isis
a good place to live wilde also
believes itsit s good to try to live out
side for another perspective at least
in another place from sand point

you can be too sheltered here
her family she says is one quarter

aleut but she remembers that until the
alaksa native claims settlement act
one never heard the term native

there was no such thing as native
or nonnativenon native

but no matter the terminology the
community is not conscious of dif
ferencesferencekferences in ethnic backgrounds it only
comes up when the proportionproportion of
native blood must be established for

various legal purposes
when frances johansen was asked

about living elsewhere she was sur
prisedirised that anyone would even ask 1 I

would not think of moving im used
to a small place im used to the peo
piepleale and I1 like them there are no
strangers here

like others in sand point johansen
likes to get away for a month an-
choragechorage seattle maybe even reno or
lake tahoe boutwebutwebut we always come
back this isis a fishing place andarid im
married to a fisherman

sbewasbomialglshe was bom in ll11 lereaftirin kbdjautnkbdm6aw1w
came to unga isoon thereafter her
mother was from tin point offcoldoff cold
bay and her father from sweden
when work slacked off in unga her
family came to sand point her fami-
lylyss house became the second one inin
town

now she keeps busy with her many
plants her african violets are ex
quinitequisite9uisite crocheting afghans and do-
ing other handwork enjoying friends

norma newman isis another long
time resident born on unga to an
aleut russian mother and a
norwegian father she came to sand
point in 1952 but the population had
not yet reached 200 recently she
retired after 19 years as a custodian
at the school now she isis planning her
new life some relaxing then shell
go fishing with her husband

she would not want to live
elsewhere this place isis small not
like cities which are too fast go go
go this isis home

newman is also a reader for the st
nicholas orthodox church inin sand
point a positonpohiton she had held for 15

years with volunteers she isis working
to earn funds to rerepairair the building
erected in 1936

any
and now declared a

state historical site she hopes to have
enough done by centennial days to
havebishopgregohave bishop gregory fromsitkaconfrom sitka con
secratesccratemccrate the refurbirefurbishinging

inge martinsen owner of the aleu
tian commercial co the large store
with the modernmodem restaurant the ship s

anchor he arrived inin seattle from
norway in 1955 eight years later he
and hisWs bride of six months rita came
to sand point to work for the then
aleutian cold storgae

we had to sign a two year contact
but as newlywedsnewly weds we wanted to save
but there was no problem we lov-
ed it he said

he bought the cold storage plant
then expanded to build the large newmew
store 1I was fourtunatefourtunate to be here at
the right time when the economy

took hold this is a positive optimisticwtimistic
area you dont hear many com-
plaints and its a good place for new
enterprise if the would be business has
been thought through in terms afqf9f
communtiy

another longtimelong time resident ralph
bjornstad is assistant director of the
port at 57 he says sand point isis get
ting to citified for him one suspects
that isis said tongue in cheek for he also

says he does not wish to live any other
place else not with the cost of get-
ting out also said with a sly grin

but its not just the longtimelong time
residents who find sand point a good
place to live debra debbie
dushkin city clerk and chairman of0
the centennial commisioncommissionCom mision says 1 I

cantcan t want to live eleswhereeles where the
8 physical surroundings play a part inin
1 thattt but this community has no divi

sions between locals and outsiders
factions and feuds which sometimes
ariserise areare not serious

if high school graduates go away
to college immediately they stay away

six or seven years but something
draws most of them back there isis a
warm commitment

leslie possfoss chef at the ships an
chor isis a newcomer arrivingamvmg in sand
point a year ago this monthnth she felt
the pull of the island at once 1I looktook
with clear windows willing to see the
beauty I1 met nellie osterback on a
grey day and she said isnt it a
beautiful day and it was I1 dont
need the sungun I1 justust turn my perspec
livetive to all the little things outside I1
never had a chance to appreciate

them
ill live in sand point as long as

I1leancan walk says andrew gronholdt
bomborn there 72 years ago and talk of
walking is not idle for andrew says
he walked the equivalent of nearly
eight times around the world all in
the shumaginsShumagins and panpart of the lower
alaska peninsula he did this over the
years helping carry mail followingfollowing a
trap line working on the island foxox
farms and hiking for the love of
exploration

gronholdt isis a valuable resource to
sand pointinpoint in many ways but most
especially for his marvelous curiosity
which had led him to discover the
history of the area and geologic finds
such as petrified wood sturnstumpss on an
eroding unga beach cliff he hasas turn-
ed his shipwright experiences into
working with wood to duplicateduplicaie aleut
tool and artifacts such as a baidarka
pump and a spear throwing board

his keen memory makes him inin-
valuable at this centennial time as
sand point is piecing together its
history for a permanent record of the
first 100 years

so why is sand point no matter
the remoteness rain and wind its a
great plance to livetlive just ask the peo-
ple wholinewholivewhwhoolivelive there n


