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Andrew Gronholdr is from Sand Point, which is celebraring its 100th birthelay
Aug. 15-23. He iy holding a reproduction of an Alewt hat. See story page six




Sand Point Centennial

Most don’t want to live anywhere else

by Betzi Woodmun

e ihe Uiisdea Tl

You well taght aslc: " Why 1s Sand
Poini 7

The ""what, where and bow'' are
casy . But why do people live on a
remote wind-ruked, rain-slashed litle
island only nine miles long?

Not omly do pearly 1,000 people live
m thus Shumagin Island community
thiey Tike 1, and most don'| wiant 1o live
anywhere else

Now Sand Point tolks are prepar-
g 1o celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the city's beginning. And dunng the
gila festvies Aug. 15-23, they will
he looking back ut happenings of their
first 100 years. They also will look at
the exdolic history of the whole
Shumagin Istand region which has in-
fluenced the lives and eultore of Alew
descendants who live there.

Which bring us (o the what, where
wnd how . Sand Pornt s o first closs city
(since 1978) on Popofl [sland, one of
I5 sizable islands in the Shumagin
sroarp of Alewtiun Islands, 1 is 571 air
miles southwest of Anchorage and lies
in the midst of o rich fishing area
salmon, cod und shelifish.

Sand Pomt did not begin as a
Ctypical T Native Aleut settlement. In
fact, AF it were not Tor the fine harbor
"t the mouth of Humboldt Creek un
establishment an 1887 by San Fran
alsein li.'ll[r-l:'['!‘.'ﬂl:'l.'l.l'."i ol @ FI'{_H:I:'_%'!HHF
plant for cod fish, the city might well
huve risen on neighboring  Unga
sl

There wsoevudence that Aleuls lived
on Unga long betore Ouisiders came
in the 18805 10 harvesl the bountiful
cisd hanks whose fame had spread 1o
the West Const of the United States
A gold strike in 1 886 on Ungu, along
with the cod Rshing, brought people
from many nearby communities such
as Komvin, Kmg Cove and Helkoiski
o seek employment

bty Scandinavinn men came from
the dwindling cod industry in the
Morth Adlantic to seek a hving in the
Shumagm area. Many of these men
mirried Russian- Aleat women, some
setthng on Unga and others on Popol,
The result s o happy amalgam of
Russian-Aleut-Danish-Swedish
Morwegian and Fimmsh stock

The population on Unga, which
reached more than 300, began 1o drop
off alter 1920, and when a cold storage
plant was built about 1946 in Sand
Point. people moved across the strait,
and Unga gradually became a ghost
o

The population continued 10 grow
with most rupid increases i the luxt
decade. Amenities such as electricity,
wiiter und sewer, stellite television and
telephone give comfort to life in this
remmote city. A new school hiis i swini-
ming pool and shop facilites. Tt s
located on u lll where the Meadows
subdivision is developing. Utilities,
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1 tock hold. This is a positive, optimistic
prea — youl don’t hear many com
plaints. And it's a good place for new
emterprise if the would-be-business has
been thought through in terms ol
communtiy. "

Another long-time resident, Ral
Bjornstad, is essistant director of the
port. AtS7, he says Sand Point is got-
ting to citified for him. One suspects
that s sadd tongue in cheek, foc he also
says he does not wish to live any other
place else — **not with the cost of get-
ting out,”’ also said with a sly grin,

But it's not just the long-time
residents who find Sand Point a good
place o live. Debm “‘Debbie’
Dushkin, city clerk and chairman of
the Centenninl Commusion, says, "l
can't want 10 live eleswhere, The
physical surroundings play & purt in
that, but thiy community has no divi-
isions between locals and outsiders.
Factions and feuds which sometimes
ATINE Are nol Serous.

“If high :H:hum_ul gradustes go awily
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iﬂ'ﬂr Sand Poirt cemetery ix on a small kill looking toward Unga Island across |
the two-mile strait and the mountoing beyond on the mainland.

with all lines buried here and
thourghow the city, are in. Lots are
sere-sired

These and more could encourage
residents to live at Sand Pont. But one
sel of statistics shines forth in relstion
to the ““why " of Sand Point. More
thian half the population has lived here
16 yeurs or longer with 46 percent for
200 or more years. Why do they stay”
Those guestioned seldom mentioned
the physical comforts. Read on,

Steve Hakala, station manuger {or
Recve Aleutian Arrways and a hunting
guide, says people stuy not only for
whist Samd Point has 1o offer *“but for
the lack of negatives. Sand Point
delivers less hassels, or at least o dif
terent vanety from those i oan urban
ared. Thig 18 not u place to escape (o,
he suys, lor Sund Point is fast becom:
ing o real oty

“"Bur b is growing positively, plann
ed to avoud the problems of elswhere,
the tempo s slower, and the people are
nol so aggressively competitive. ™'

Hakala came 1o Sand Point in 1964,
hked it and stayed. He married o girl
from Sanak. They rmsed their three
children who all gmduted from Sand
Point High School. He particularly
likes the “'carmval stmosphere'’ of the
fishing season. "'l beginy as people
seem o come oul of hibernation, the
pace quickens and the Tull vigor of the
people comes alive.™

Diane Wilde knows what the begin
ning of fishing season is like, ““The
men are like the fish themselves retur
ming o the streams — they get a gleam
in their eves, they love to put the nets
in the water, always wondering 'is this
ane the big load ™™

She is part of the lurge Gunderson

| clan — **1 thunk | am related 10 about
150 people hore, ™ Those Scandinavian

| fishermen usually hod big families and
us they stayed on., so did their chaldron

Although she thinks Sund Poimt s
g pood place o ive. Wilde  also
beleves (0s good 1o ry to live (i
side. lor another perspective, ar leas
i unother place from Sand Point
“You can be oo sheltered here ™

Her family, she says, s one-quarier
Aleuit, but she remembers that until the
Aloksa Native Claims Settlement Act
one never heard the term Native,
*"There was no such thing as Native
of non-Nalive, "’

But no matter the terminology, the
community is not conscious of dif-

ferences in ethnlc backgrounds. It only
comes up when mnmaniun of
Native miast be ished for

1 college immedintely, they stay away
six or seven years, bul something
draws most of them back. There is
warm commitment.

Leslie Foss, chef at the Ship's An-
chor, 15 a pewcomer, armiving in Sand
Point & year ago this month. She fel
the pull of the island at once. "1 look
with clear windows, willing to see the
beauty, | met Nellie Osterbiack on g
grey day and she said, ‘Isn't it a

vanous legal purposes

When Frances Johansen was asked
about living elsewhere, she was sur-
prised that anyone would even ask. "1
would not think of moving. 1°'m used
to & small place, 1'm used to the peo.
ple and 1 like them. There are no
strangers here, ™’

Like others in Sand Pomi, Johansen
likes o get away lor a month — An
chormge, Seattle, maybe even Reno or
Lake Tahoe. ““But we always come
hack. This is a lishing place, and ["m
married (o a fisherman. ™’

She was bom in 1919 in Kodiak, b
came w Unga soon thereafier. Her
mother was from Tin Poaot off, Cold
Bay and bher father from Sweden.
When work slacked off in Unga, her
family came to Sand Point. Her fami-
Iy's howse becanie the second one in
Town

Now she keeps busy with her many
planis — ber African violets are ex
guisite — crocheting afghans and do-
ing other handwork, enjoying friends

MNorma Newman is another long-
tme resident, born on Unga to an
Aleut-Russian  mother and o
Norwegin lather. She came 1o Sand
Point in 1952 but the population had
not yet reached 200, Recently, she
rehired after 19 years os a custodian
at the school. Now she is planning her
new life — somie relaxing, then she'll
go hishing with her hushand.

She would not want to live
elsewhere. “This place is small, not
like cities which are too fast — go, go,
go! This 18 home. ™’

Newman is also a reader [or the St
Nicholas Orthodox church in Sand
Point, a positon she had held for 15
years. With volunteers she is working
o enrn funds to repair the building
eregted in 1936 umr‘;rr.:w declared
sumte historical site. She hopes 10 have
enough done by Ceomtennial days o
have Bishop Gregory from Sitka con
secrate the refurbishing

Inge Martinsen, owner of the Aleu
tiun Commercinl Co., the large store
with the modern restaumnt, The Ship's
Anchor. He arrived in Seattle from
Norway in 955, Eight vears later he
and his bride of six months, Riw, came
o Sand Poimt to work for the then
Aleutinn Cold Storgace

“"We had to sign o two-year contact,
but ns newly-weds we wanted o save,
But there was no problem — we lov-

beautiful day?" And it was. 1 don't
need the sun. 1 just turn my perspec
tivie to all the bittle things. Outside |
never had a chance to appreciate

o

Leslie Foss

them "

“1'1 Tive in Sund Point as long as
can walk,”" says Andrew Gronholdt,
hom there 72 years ago. And talk ol
walking is not idle, for Andrew says
he walked the equivalent of nearly
eight iimes around the world — all in
the Shumagins and part of the lower
Alaska Peminsuln. He did this over the
years helping carry mail, following a
trap line, working on the island fox
tarms and hiking for the love of
explormation.

Gironholdt 1 a valuable resource to
Sand Poin-in many ways, but most
cspecially for his marvelous curiosity
which had led him to discover the
tustory of the area and geologic finds
such as chfn:d Wikl Stumps on an
eroding Unga bench clifi. He has tum-
ed his shipwright experiences into
working with wood 1o duplicate Aleul
toed wnd artifucts such as o baidarka
pump and a spear-throwing board

His keen memory makes him in:
valuable at this Centennial time as
Sand Point is piecing 1ogether ity
history lor a permanent record of the

ed I:LII;:E gliﬂiml';u o ” first 100 years.

c the cold storage plant, S0, why is Sand Point? No mateer
ﬂmnuinrddmmﬂdﬂnhrmw the remaoteness, min and wind, it's a
store. ‘‘1 was fourtunate to be m great o live, Just ask the peo-
the right time — when the economy ple who live there.



