Interior details
land exchange
with Natives

by Steve Pilkington

fun ohe Tundrs Tirmes

Hundreds of thousands of geres ol
valuable habitar lnnds in Alaska have
been offered by sin Alaska Nutive
groups o exchange lor subsurface
acreage i the Arctie National Wildhife
Reluge

The Lumd trade woudd involve
AL VKM wcres of Lind withan Natwomiad
Wildlife Refuges, owned by

Alaska Native corporations, in Ex-+?

change for 166 KK aeres of submu
tace lunds in ANWR

The wiade will be on o value-fo
value hasis, mstead of the acre fo
acre exchunges, which in the pas) have
sinnetimes resulted in unegual valucs
i bl trades, aceording o Depart-
ment ob Interior officialy

TWere oot engaged inoany sort ol
giveaway. Assistant  Internior
Secretary Hill Hoom sand) oo Interm
hrieling lnst week

The mepotustions between the cor
porations and  Intenor,  conducted
reiastly i pravade throwgh the post fwo
years, have been seen by many as un
altemipt o comvinee Congress (o open
ANWER 10 ol compamies for drilling

Hep. George Miller, D-Calif., o key
congressoan oppaosed o the trinde, hos
sid that the negotiations for the irde
were umrnthonzed .

Legally, Interior could huve com
prleted the exchange without consltimg
Clongress, Horn said, but the depan
ment wanted ““to get the type of tm-
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* Horn: We’'re getting benefits

(Continuad from Pages Onae)

portant public scrutiny that an issue of
thisy magnitude deserves."

And according to Horn, the Native
corpomtions upproached Interior with
the trude proposition in an effont o
take part in the subsurface profits
which may become available in some
of ANWR's oil-rich lands if drilling
i allowed.

“The corporations came 1o us i an
exchange mode,” he sail,

When usked if completion of the ex-
change mi “Iprnhurc Congress into
apening ANWR 10 oil r.,un'lpam:-_-, for
drilling, Horn said: ““Tha's a
possibulity, dependent, of course, on
what Congress does. ™

During the negotiations, the Nutive
coporations  identified those  lands
which they wanted in ANWR, Horn
sal.

“We went after high poionty areas,
pursuing what we see as a umgue op-
portunity to mcrease the lands for the
wildhife refuge system. "

But even in light of the concerns ol
some congressional members, Horn
feels that both sides of the exchange

will benefit if Congress approves of
the trade.

“It's an opportunity to help with the
resource fromt and also increase the
holdings of the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice,"" suid Horn.

“We're getting immediate benelits,
whereas some of theirs will be future
benefits, " he said.

The Native corporations involved n
the negotiations and the amount each
15 offering for trade include:

sKontag Inc., 112,000 acres.

*Doyon Ld, 220,000,

*Ciann-A' Yoo Lud., 56,000 scres.

oNative Lands Group, a limited
partnership consisting ol a subsidiary
of Cook Inlet Region Inc., The Alew
Corp. and several village corporations
in the Cook Inlet and Calista regions,
The Native Lands Group is offesing,
298,000 acres.

*Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc.,
pcTes

*(ld Hurbor Native Corp, . 90,000
Acres,

These six entibies  sepresent |8
Natve corporations involved in the
lands trade agreement.

The value of the 89 (K0 acres has

115,000

been listed as $538.7 million, and the
average value is $602 per acre.

During the past two months, the
corporations  and the riment
ugreed on the value and acreage each

ration intends o convey (o the
Fish and Wildlife Service.

They also agreed om the :n
virommental stipulations 1o ﬂm
refuge resources, and that d-l:pnn-
ment would allocste a limited number
of tructs within the Coastal Plain of
ANWR.

The number of Coastal Plain tracts
invalved is 503, which leaves aboul
85 percent of the remaining triscts
uvailable for competitive leasing.

The trade agreement, in light of the
fact that Hom feels optimistic about
its progress, will most likely be ready
for congressionul vole within a year,
he saud,

“Even if we worked full steam
ahecad, we wouldn't be ready unuil
about January or February of 1988

Currently, the depariment has slow-
ed the progress of the trade in orde
for members of Congress o be able
o visit some of the lands involved in
the exchange.




