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senate.enateenate. ' ' ap.approves.' pr.,movese. bushbUsh-bUshelects.. - electricaleleetrielects
'e.;. acll",aidridrid-

r id
byCARLDERGERby CARL BERGERBERG-

ERJU
-

JUNEAU-TheJUNEAUTheJUNLAiU-TheJUNLAiUJUE,
U-TheUThe'-- AlaskaAlaka$ State '

Senatessnatenatenaterecentlyrecently agreed to subsisubsi-ssubsi-
dize

bsi-bsi¬-
dizedizbsidizttie'thethe' raterate 45,000'rural45000rural45OOOrural45,000-'rural45,00045000'ruralrural,, '-"': AlAl-

askans
Al-AlAl-

askans
¬-

askans pay for electricity for aa-

2Imonth
a-

21month21month2Imonth21-month21month:;- period , and approvedpproved
'$4,545$4.54.5$ ,. .million-.million..milliontomllUQnmillion -. to .coyercoyercover.covet,

'-

the
t-

he'
the ,;

, firstfmtfmt-
nine

first-
ninenine months of thetJtJethee programprogrprogramm .

,. AsAsreportedreported by""

the ' Asso-
ciated

AssoAsso-Asso-

ciated
¬-

ciated Press,; ifjf passed by thethe-

HouseHouseHouseou andand'signedandsignedd
"-

signed
s-

igned'signedsigned"' by the Gover-Gover-

"

norno.! , the _ legislation would rere-rere-

sult
re-

su4t
¬-

sultsu4t in lower electricalelectricalraelectricalratesratesra s in
74 ruralrul'lccommunities-includingcommunitiesincludingmmunities-inc1udingmmunitiesinc1udingcommunities--includingc --- ,
mmunitiesinc1udingWrangellcommunitiesincludingWrangell
Wrangell ,. YakutatVakutat ,. Bethel ,.

Kotzebue ,. Tok ,. the Kodiak IsIs-IsIs-

land
Is-

land
¬-

land borough and "manymany" smallssmall-
villageswhere

aI1
,.

villagesvillages-.wherevillages.wherevillages.wherewherevillages-where-:.-where currentcurrent rates areare-

higher
are-

higherhigher than 10 cents per kilokilo-kilo-

watt
kilo-

watt
¬-

watt hour kwh((kwh). _

Sponsored by Senator FrankFrank-
Ferguson. Ferguson ,. D-KotzebueDKotzebueD-KDK-- tzebue , thjsththIsub'subsub'sub-Isub-Isub'

¬-
,

. >

sidy would take effecte- 'ffe-ffeffect
'

ct on OctO t .

1 ,. 1978 andvcontinueand'continueandcontinue', throughthrthrough-
June

ughugh-

JuneJune 30 ,. 1980 . HoweverHowev r , aa-

.further
a-

further
.-
further

f-
urther..furtherfurther., further appropriation wouldwould bebe-

required
be-

requiredrequired next year to extendexten-
dt

extend.-
e

extend-
thethet..ee initial nine-monthninemonth- fundingfu diqg .

The main objection voiced byby-

opponents
by-

opponentsopponents was that once sub-

sidyis
subsub-sub-

sidy
¬-

sidy-issidyissidy - is granted ,. the state willwill-

never
will-

nevernever be able to shut it off.

Senator Ferguson indicated hishis-

proposal
his-

proposalproposal would "notnot" be a comcom-com-
prehensive

com-
prehensive

¬-

prehensive solution to the probprobeprob-probe-
lem

prob-
lem

¬-

lem , but a stopgap measure "
meant to help rural AlaskansAlaskans-
who

Alaskans-
whowho now pay as much as twelvetwelve-
times

twelve-
timestimes the rates paid by AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age consumers .

The legislation would lo.werlowerlo.wer-

costs
lower-

costs
.

costs only forf r the firsfBOOfirsf300first-300first300- kwh .,

II-

.considered.consideredconsidered. to be "lifelinelifeline" " elecelec-elecIelec-

tri
elec-

trical
¬- I

tricaltri al servicetervice . Ferguson saidsaidIsaid-

that
said-

that

I

that , even with the subsidy ,
III-

Irural

\

rural residents would pay about-
three

about '

three times the rate an AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age residresidentt now pays .

The proposal next goes bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore the _ House ,. where actionaction-

must
action-

mustmust.b-
e

mustb-
e

must be lakentaJ.entaJentaken.: before the legislegis-legis-

lative
legis-

lative

¬-
.'_

lative body adjourns this ses-sesses-

sion

ses-

sion

-

sion .
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