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Shown at a reindeer farm in YakutskVakutsk , U.S.S.RUSS.RUSSR. .. .. . , are AmericanAmericans* Luick ., Karmun Sheldon , Cameron , and HominyHensley .

According to the JU.S.S.RJUSS.RJUSSRp.S.S.RpSS.RpSSRU.S.S.RUSS.RUSSR. . . . press agency , this photo shows left((left to right )).. "AmericansAmericans" Lewick , Carmoun , Sheldon ,

Carmeroun and Henzli in YakutiaVakutia ." photo by A . FaamOtfFalamov|

flffAlaskansAtcikanssvisit. ns visit land of01 2 million reindeer
BY YURI SEMENOVSEMENOV-
Novosti

SEMENOV-
Novosti

SEMENOV-
NovostiNovosti PressPre AgencyAgency-

Reindeer

Agency-

ReindeerReindeer breeding is the most stable branch of pro-

ductiveductiveductlve livestocklIvestockraisingraising In the Far North of the USSRUSSR-
ItIt playspidYS an important role in the life of the ChukchisChukchis-
YlIJ.aglrs

Chukchis-
YukagirsYukagirsYlIJ.aglrsYlIJaglrs. , Evens , Evenks andandotherother small peoples whwh-

outwardlyoutwardlyoutwJrdly and in ancient traditions resemble the Ameri-
ian

Ameri-
LJn

Ameri-
LanianLJnLan_ and Canadian Eskimos . For many of them the reinrein-

deerdeer continuescon tlnues to provide bothbothaa reliable transporttransport-
me

transport-
meansmeansme am and foodfoodreIndeer( reindeer meat is very rich in calorie-
andandJnd this explains why they stick to their eating habithabiti-

ii, in111iii our time ) . They sew warm and convenient footwear ,

clothesdothes andJnd portable dwellings from reindeer hides .

In the middle of November 1977 , a five-memberfivememberfive-membemembefivemember-
group

fivemembe-
group

- r
group of AmericanAmencan reindeerremdeer farm experts came to NorthNorth-
Y

NortNort-
Yakutia

h
YakutiaY JJ.UtIdJJUtId. , one of the major reindeer breedingbreedmg areas oo-

thethe Yakut autonomousautunomous republic in centralcen tral Siberia .

They visited a number of scientific institutions concernconcern-concern-
ed

concern-
ed

¬-

ed with the problems ofofreIndeerreindeer breeding and a huntershunters-
and

*'
anddnddndremdeerandreindeerreindeerremdeer breeders ' settlement and had a close looklook.-

It
looloo-

at
k

at.ItIt. thet he life and culture of the Yakuts .,

"ThisThis"TIllSTIllS" is my second visit to SiberiaSibena and it has beenbeen-
very

been-
veryvery interesting , " said leader of the delegation Dr.. JackJack-
R

Jack-
RR Luick , professor of nutritionnutntion at the University ofof-

Aldska
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAldska InstituteInst It u te of Arctic Biology .

"WeWe" have become convinced that reindeer breedingbreeding-
inin111 the USSR has been placed on a serious scientificscienttfic basis .,

ItI ( canCJn indeedIIldeed be comparedcomparedwithwith sheep raising in thethe-
UI1I

the-

UnitedUnitedUI1I ted States in the levellevelandand scale of developmentdevelopment-
Here

developmentt-
hereHerethere , in SiberiaSibena , I think , there is a fine opportunity forfor-

our
for-

ourour young specialists to enrichennch their experience andand-

learn
and-

learnlearn quite a.II. lot ".

_ ccTheThe farms( arms ol01of YakutiaYakutla , a land twice the size of Alaska ,

havehdve more than 360,000360000360,000reindeer, reindeer (and the total reindeerreindeer-
population

reindeer-
populationpopulation in the USSR numbers about 2.424.. million ) .

ForhHI-orIor- comparison'scomparisonscompJnson ' sakesJke the number ofofreindeerreindeer in CanaCana-Cana-
UJ

Cana-
da

¬-

daUJ andJnu AlaskaAld J.JJJ. addJUU upLIP to 40,0004000040,000-

But

40,000-

But

,

But the distinctionuI tlllLtlOn of Soviet reindeer breeding conCOl1-COl1con-COl-
1mt

con-

sists
¬-

sistsmt not only inIII the quantitativequantltJtlve difference Unlike the

freely grazing semi-domesticatedsemidomesticatedsemidomesticatedreindeer- reindeer of Alaska andand-
Canada

and-
CanadaCanada , the reindeer in the Soviet NorthNorthISis fully dodo-dodo-
mesticated

do-
mesticated

¬-

mesticated .. With the borders ofofseasonalseasonal pastures clearclear-clear-
ly

clear-
ly

¬-

ly marked , herd grazinggrazmg ofofreindeerreindeer precludes the exex-exex-

cessive
ex-

cessive
¬-

cessive exploitation of pastures . Production costs areare-
therefore

are-
thereforetherefore lower than inm the other branches of northernnorthern-
livestock

northern-
livestocklivestock raisingralsmg . The reindeer breeders of YakutiaYakutia-
annually

Yakutia-
annuallyannually produce 65,000-70,00065,0006500070,00070000, - , metricmetnc centners ofof-
hIgh

of-
highhigh quality meatmeat-

"For

meat-

"For

,

"ForFor" my people reindeerrem deer breedingbreed1l1g is not a traditionaltraditIOnal-
Industry

traditional-
industryindustry ,

" said one of the three representatives of thethe-
Eskimos

the-
EskimosEskimos , William L Hensley , president of the NANANANA-
Development

NANA-
DevelopmentDevelopment Corporation , Kotzebue "ThisThis" is why we

came to Yakutia for the experience ofofrationalrationalrationalreinreinrein-rein-

deer
rein-

deer
¬-

deer breedingbreed1l1g . We saw and learnt many interestinginteresting-
things

interesting-
thingsthings in our meetings withwithrepresentativesrepresentatives ofofnorthernnorthernnorthern-
peoples

northern-
peoplespeoples and workers , specialists and local executives .

It is gratifying that reindeer breeders receive all-roundallroundallround-
support

allround-
support

--

support from the government and scientific instituinstItu-instItu-
tions

institu-
tions

¬-

tions .. "
"ItIt" is also interestingmterestmg to note , " Hensley saids31d inm concon-con-

clusion
con-

clusion
¬-

clusion , "thatthat" , like our Eskimo craftsmen , representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
tives

¬-

tives of the northern peoples of the USSR are virtuosoVIrtuoso-
bone

virtuoso-
bonebone andandwoodwood engravers and many are famous forfor-

theIr
for-

theirtheir fine wares from whalebone and hides . It isISISalsoalsoalso-

gratifying
also-

gratifyinggratifying that the production ofofexoticexotic souvenirssouvemrs inmm-

Yakutia
in-

Yakutia , .Yakutia is placed on a broad , commercial footingfoot1l1g "


