Hnmesteaders seek a Go

vernor

commltted to private oWnershm

was, moult ‘to be made
lVlﬂlble to poople, to build
an mnonle base so this
wonld not boeome a welfare

‘R_epresentatwes of the
New Homesteaders, a group
. of Alaskans supporting the

Homestead Initiative, have
- begun  distributing Hickel
.for. Governor cnmpangn
; _llterature

‘.“None of the other can-

didates for Governor is as
* dedicated to getting land to

the people as Wally Hickel,”

' says Jon Maloney, president
of the New Homesteaders.
“Back in the 1950's, Hickel
led the fight to get the 103
‘million acre land selection
provision included in the
Statehood Act. He's not new
to the land issue.”

wThis drive for land is the
inevitable result of the
frustration of the Alaskan
people,” Hickel  says.
“Private land ownership has

been restricted to less than .
one tlurd of one percent of

the area of this state. First
the Federal government,

and now the State govern-:

ment, has done everything ¢
possible to keep land out of
private ownership. It's in-
a'edlble

We didn't fight for 103
million acres just to shift
this land from a federal
bureaucracy to a. State
bureaucracy. A good portion

pass, and’ “furthermore, it
should pa_ps :

When estabhshmg pro-

cedures for hnd conveyance,
the former Governor
believes: that those who
receive the land ‘must be re-
quired to use it and care for
it.

?'This;WillfaVoid' the abuse
of absentee landowners, or
those who would merely use
the land for speeulatmn." he
says. “The purpose . is to

“make land “available to

Alaskans, . especially the
young, who at this time can-
not afford land of their own."

Some of ‘the ' initiative
backers fear any restrictions
placed on'the land, because
of recent . history.
Bureaucrats, ‘using the
regulation  process, have
made land. ownership so
complicated and expensive
it has been viturally impossi-
ble for a small persorr to ob-
tain any.

“This is an understand-
able fear,” says Hickel, “and
reflects the general distrust
the public, has. of (govern-
-But it all goes back to
u elect as Governor.

ple to have land of their own,
they will get it. If he thinks
private land ownership is
the ultimate lock-up, then
they won't.”



