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.
'thei'

,ThThe'
-
:'SS'Stateat 'bf'AlaskabfAlaska' f'AlfAl','Ska hai"thehaithehai " thethe-

highest
i\ 'JJ' highestighestxhighestighestjighestdr1,

,,
j

drowningdrdrowmng'r'ratefofdrowmngrratefofWhiWhigg 'K'rate'1Krate11rateof' '",
x;
.;of." ''.anynyy

'statestate'statestateny'state'' tate inhi hcthithe,'

rationnationjtation ,:".; LL-

Alaskan

4.:; ,I-II-W
:-' .

"

.

'

' ':'
'
!/AlaskanAlaskanf/W ,

! villagersviilagers yt\y.ryty.ryty.ryr;e \y.;, heavilyheavily-

upon
vbyvby-

upon'uponupon'.
:
upon

,
:,> the riwteririwterirmotwafer&not/onlyfjForwafer&notwafernotonlyfjFor'YY' ter"lnotlorlYterlnotlorlY&;", rmot/only., }.JoJo.forfor-

'theif''theiftheifthetfUyelilf6odstheitlive;',livelihoodsoods 'ana1ana1'8landstibsistenceandstibsistence-
but

subsistenced.su.bsistencedsu.bsistencedsubsistenced.su.bsistence-
buia1s

,. .
butbuia1s:'alsoalso' fbfforfO- ,1ransPortatlon'YfO- 1ransPortatlonY{,

transportationtransportation'YettransportationYet,. ., 'YetYet' t, ;:

, ' .du'e'Uo.dueUodueUo.,dtduel'e'' .toto. tothe', ,the , extremextremeextreme,, coldcoldewcoldewN-
ative

; , fewfew-

Nallive
(

NativesNativeNallive ;: ' children'chlldrechlldrechildreri *hiiri ;! ruralural AlaskaAlaska-

liverliver.ever.ver
. .

learnllearinim:' tq'swiihtqswiihtg'swimtgswimto '
$. ,:"-

'
_

' .

.
.VictimsVictims.VictiVicti.Victi1s1s coulduJd survivesurVivesurViv-

evntageq
survive-

'VillagerCdrownvntageq'VillagerCdrownaccidentally'Villagerjdfown'VillagerCdrownVillagerCdrown
' ?:;?)'.drowndrown._ '

,accidentally.aa.accidentally-
when

cidentallcidentall-
yhwhen\yhyhwhen\ 'theytheytheyhey! fallfall iriiiiiwatyrsi.wiw.,waters nearbyn .arbarb.

,.
, yetyet ' most could'could;';, survivetifsumvesurvive .1f1fIf. ,.:; theythey.-

knew
they-

knew ..knewknew.knew basicbasicwaterwater safety skills-skillsskillstskills-
In

skills'; -" .
.Inhk"manymany"-nahy'tregionsnahytregionsmahy.rmahyr' . ''regionsregions' 'of'Alaska'itofAlaskait'*of 'Alaska'ir-

is
''Alaska'itAlaskait'Alaska'irAlaskair' '"is.- i1is- i1is

, .
not'SonotSots;,' .muchmuch.much ' a :quest1oof.Jfquest1oofJfquest1oof.Jf-

som
question(of.tftf-

soirieohesomsoirieohesomeoneone will'illldrillldr!' 'drowndrown' wn
,
thist1s , yearyellfyear ,

but wHoytillwJiowtllwho ,will it bebe'JhisirebeJhisire'thislhis time; ., '. '.

viUagesfromjfromThe,ThTheKTheKsola'tioiiIsolationIsolationbfjsola'tijsolatijsola'tioiisolatioii'' -bfbf.bfthebfthe-. of : the villagesviUages
from medical.medicaltn:. dical ,. ,. andand , emergencyemergencyemergency-
services ' ,servicesservicescreatescreates a 'specialspecial'specialneed' -needneed-, need-
forfor trainingtralning of villagevillageIvillageresidents'residentsresidents-residentsI'- resident-
si

residents-
inini11waterinwaterwater safety and firstrust aid techtech-techtech-
niques

tech-
niques

¬-

niques . / .

SinceSirict\SirictSiricqSirictthe\,
the summersuininersummer 'ofof' 1966 ,

Chugach , Council of Camp FireFire-

.has
Fire-

hashas.has. beenbeen conductingOJ duciing swimming ,,

waterwat r safety , firstfirt$ aid , recrearecrea-recrea-
tion

recrea-
tion

¬-
tion , nutritionnutritioIt and1da village safetysafety-
programs

safety-
programsprograms for the youthyouthofof moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 60 different'different' Alaska NativeNative-
villages

Native-
villagesvillages throughout the state .

ThisTI s summer , 24 villages wfllwillw1 bebe-

served
be-

servedserved starting on June 20O andand-

ending
and-

endingending August 14 ,

In theirth ir efforts to findfmdfind
<

newnew-
ways

new-
waysways to serve the youth of A-AA-

laska
A-

laska
A-

laska
-

laska ., ChueachChu2achChugach Council of CamoCamo-
Fire

Camo-
FireFire recognized the , problems inin-

volved
in-

volvedvolved with water safetysatety inbathebathe-
bush

'thethe' thethe-

bushbush as wellwellasas a general lack ofof-
recreation

of-
recreationrecreation programs available toto-
the

to-
thethe villages...

. 5,0005000, ChildrenChlldre.nChlldren.; TrainedTrained-
Overcoming

Trained-
Overc

Trained-
OvercomingOvercomingOverc min2 such difficultiesdifficulties-

asas lack of funds , lack of goodgood-

local. . local instruction materials , highhigh-
travel

high-
traveltravel expensesexexpenseshses and difficultiesdifficulties-
1rt

difficulties-
inin1rt communicationscommuicationsmmWicaticatonsons to villages ,

Camp Fire
'
began its firstfint propro-pro-

gram
¬.-

gram in Nunapitchuk inm
' 19661966-

with
1966-

withwith; a two week session . TheThe-
sessions

The-
sessionssessions are now four weeksweeks-
long

weeks-
longlong-longlongDuring-. During the last fiveyearsflvefive,years ,

youth'havemore than 5,0005000, village youth-
have

youth
'have'have taken part in this summersummer-
Camp

summer-
CampCamp Fire program ,.

Swimming and water safetysafety-
instruction

safety-
instructioninstruction takestak s place in whatwhat-what-
ever

¬.-
ever safe waters canan be foundfouMfouM-
neaby

found-
nearbynearbyneabynearby-nearbygravel! :- gravelgrav l pits , rivers ,

sloughs., lakes and
.

the BeringBering-
Sea

Bering-
SeaSea .

DespiteDespjte the cold waterswate (fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe upper 30's30s' to the mid-50'smid50's50smid50's-
Farenheit

raid SO'sSOsSO's-
Farenheit

- '
Farenheit ), last year more ' than
200 childrenchildten , from 311 villagesvillages-

seVed
village-

ssevedservedsevedseVed(( , passed their AmericanAmerican-
Red

American-
RedRed Cross swimming and waterwwater-

safety
terter-

safetysafety teststests . Hundreds of othersothers-

learned
others-

learnedlearned enough to be ableableto"toto10-to'10-
help

"-to-

helphelp themselves or others in casecase-

of
case-

ofof accidents .
In somesomeome villages, the'". adults ,

., who never had opportunities like1i1elike-

this

'

this in theirth ir youthy th, join in thethe-

swinuning
the-

swimmingswimmingswinuning lessons .
'

, All ' 'throughthrough1husJ41h usJ4*, ,thehethe! programprogram-
there

rogramrogram-
theretherethere are

"

nujrittpnalnutritional1u ti>..ononl snacks and8Qd8Qd-

some
and-

some
'-

cook-outs
'- cookc- ooko- uts'- cookouts'and'-

cook-outs
'- cookc- ooko- uts'- cookouts'and' ''some ook-outsookouts-- -- 'and'- anda- nd-- 'and'- anda- nd-. 'andand ,dinners .

Fresh fruit is airairTppedshippedped , whichwhiwhich-

is 'is a special treat In most villages ,.
ReRecreationRecreationreatioR v.. and Jeisureleisure timetime-

activities
time-

activitiesactivities .areareal-eale., are- variedvari
.

d and includeinclude-
wch

include-
such., .suchsuchwch things as crafts.gamescraftsgames, .. , mumu-mu-

sic

¬.-
sic , ' dance moviesm ves , cook-outscookouts'cook-outs'cook.' -- ,
overnightQvernight outingsoutiQgi ', nature'nature'' , hikeskesJ ,

fishing and ' boatingbboating'tripsboatingtripsating'tripsatingtrips'tripstrips' ; as.aswellaswell-
as

,. wellwell-

asas times to )justjust'sitjustsitust'situstsit'sitsit' and talk .

.Develop PositivePositiPositiee SkillsSkills .

OneQneQSkillsQneQneof
.-
Develop

D-

evelop
of theth purposespurpoSes ,ofthethe-

program
thethe-

programprogramprogram
, is td'helptdhelptoselpt 'JlelpJlelp'

,
) youthouth de'vel-de'veldeveldevel-de'vel-

ope
devel-

ope
devel-

ope

' -

ope interestsinterests'andinterestsand'anan' and ,
skillsslpspstwillskillsJiat)hattwilltwill-

help
willwill-

help
;;wfll

helphelpthem;-themthem-

"
, makejmorememakemore*., 1I10re,] . positiveposttiveposttive-

use
positive-

useuse of their leisure timet1Dte..
Each four, 'weekweek'

,
'sessionsessionS' ssion isis-

taught
is-

taught
'-

of
o-f'taught ,. by. a teamtemm'ofof twotwo or threethree-

staff
three-

staffstaff membersmembers'alongmembersalong
'-

along
a-

long' along with NativeNative-
youth

Native-
youthyouth toto'assisttoassist'assist'assist. ., Each team thenthen-
moves

then-
movesmoves to anotherII1! the" 'villagevillage' for aa-

second
a-

secondsecond four-weekfourweekfour-week'sessionfourweek'sessionweeksession- 'sessionsession' .

requiredto. The programprogtartl staffstiffstff is required '

toto hold appropriate Red CrossCross-
swimming

Cross-
swimmingswimming , waterwater safety and first

101101r] . r'

, Ag!(,.;, .<kk"rA"' \"rA"rArA\" {? '
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.

' tdaid certificatesrin ;iett,
{ "

.

r'', ;,4CBmp4CBmp;,{CampfFirean1Pfire(, 1ireU\opeUope<ihopes\opei.tQopeitQ'
,.tto' ,buildbuildbuildabuild-

program
u d aa-

prog'rprogramprog'rprogrprogram'ml;. that would'wouldwould' make it pos-pospos-
'sible

-.
'siblesible' ble:' tbtot :

, helppelpotd:
,
:=olderfYo1

"

..:,youthsyouth's. s' be ¬.
comecomecome'qu'qualifiedqualified'ququ' alifiedalifiedto-toto-,'':.tq'teach.tqteachtqteacht,. .;.'teach ' swim¬.
mingningwatefsafe'tningwatefsafetringkwater-safety-ringkwatersafetyringkwatersafetyfirst

,;,; water
'

'-safety/'-safetys-afety'-safetyfirst'- ' - '

/, first
'
'aid'nu-'aid'nuaidnu'aid'nut-

i
''aididJ'nu-idJ'nuidJnuidJ'nut-

rition'r
,, 'nu-nunu-

v'trition'tand
-

v'trition'tandvtritiontandti
' trition- 'rtrition- rtrition- 'randtritioritritiorirr' and "-recreation

r-
ecreation"-recreationIn"recreationrecreation""° recreation .

:,
' -InIn'in-. in theirththeir-

own'villages
irir-

own'ViUagownown'ViUagownViUagown'villagesownvillagesown'villagesaown'villagestrainee
'village'svillages's1;) a-;> -,

'
," , t

,." ',':
,AtA trainee-traineetraineeprogramtraine ;,-, programprogr forfor youth-

workers
youth

.worktrs1iworktrs1i.workers ;i through l.thelthe',the.
Compre-CompreCompre-

h
Compre-

hbpsive
-

hensivehhbpsive.sivesive,. " '':, EmploymentEmploymentAEmploymentTraining,A,..TraipTraip.TrainingTraining-
Act

gg-

Actc.ETAActCETAActc.ETAAct :', (CETA. ) has'allovyedhasallovyedhas"allowedhasallowedhas " "allowedallowed'" CamriCampCam-
pfire

CampCamp-
FirejFirefire,Fire toto,1to1",.hirehire.

,lireie youths ' toto' assistwithsslSt'WithsslStWithsslSt'With-
the

assist; '';,withwith-
the;; the , programsptogramfprograms ' mdmdre!and, .receivereceive\rere.\,,receiveeve! assis-assisassis-

.tance
ssis-ssisssis.-

tan
assis-

tance
-

,

.tancetance.,
,.tantan.tance . in the;the-thethedevelopmentthe:",!-

. developmentdevelopmentrof: .ofofrofrof-
planning

.of
.

planning , programprogrprogramprogramandandnd ,, manage-managemanage-
ment

manage-
mentskills .

-.
menmentskillsment(skills '

"
:

Staff members receivere eive aa-

week's
a-

week'sweek'sweeks' orientation , and trainingtratraining-
period

inging-

'perioperiod-period'perioperio'-
,

near-nearnearAnchoragene r -' AnchorageMchor ge beforebefore-
they

before-
theythey

'

gQ out to the bush , andand-
are

and-
areareare

, prepared to be flexible andand-
adapt

and-
adaptableadaptableadaptbl ' to whatever situa'Situa-'Situasitua-'Situa-

ons
situa-

tions ' ¬-
.

tionsons may arisearise-
In

.,

'InIn-In'-In addition to the CETACETA-AA-

funds

-'

funds out of which trainees areare-

paid
are-

paidpaid , the funding for the CampCamp-
Fire

Camp-
FireFire bush programs comes frpmfr9mfromfr9m-
a

from-
aa variety of sources which inin-inin-

clude
in-

clude
¬-

clude ' Indian EducationEducatioItEducationfunds-fundsfunds.funds-. ,
'-

RurAlCAP
R-

urAlCAP'"-

RurAlCAP
R-

urAlCAP
"

RurAICAP , . Johnson-O'MalleyJohnsonO'MalleyOMalleyJohnson'MalleyJohnsonMalley-"()- '' ,

LEAALEAAandLEAA-andLEAAand-andand-- nd Public HealthHealthThese. These-These'- These-
funds

'
fundsunds are provided through rere-rere-

gional
re-

gional
¬-

gional non-profitnonprofitnoprofitno -profitprofit- corporations ,

schoolsch ol districts and state agenagen-agen-
cies

agen-
cies

¬-

cies .

Money Can'tCant' Meet RequestsRequests-
There

Requests-
There

Requests-
ThereThere have been many moremore-

request
more-

requestsrequestsrequest$ by villagesviIla&esviIlaes& for the CampCamp-
Fire

Camp-
FireFire program than there is momo-mo-
n

mo-
ney

-¬

neyn y for . Over 100 villages have

" ,

requested the
'
programGrogramrogram , howeverhoweverhowever-

funds
however-

fundsfunds were only available forfor'24for24for-24for24for'24-
villages

for24-
villages '-24
villages thistls year .

The1'he1heThe,' villages ., that will bebe-

served
be-

servedserved are .McGrathMcGrathMGrath.MM. ;Grath , Nikolai ,

Shageluk , TakotnaTakofna , TelidaTelid , HolyHoly-
Cross

Holy-
CrossCross , AnyikAnvik , rGraylingGrayling: ra llng , Limelime-
Village

Lime-
VillageVillage , TananajTTanananana;,Minto , Kaltag ,

Ruby *, NulatoNulato , Koyukuk ,
Hughes , A1lAllakaket11akak t , Upper Kals-KalsKals-

skag.Chuathbaluk
Kals-

skag.Chuathbaluk
Kal-

sskagChuathbaluk
--

skag.ChuathbalukskagChuathbaluk, ._ , Tyonek , Lolo-lolo-
wer

Lo-

wer
¬-

wer Kalskagskag , Crooked CreekC eek , St .

Paul and Stoney ., .
CampCjIJIlP Fire has demonstrateddenionstrateddenionstrated-

that
demonstrated-

thatthat itit'isitis'isis'ispossible' -possiblepossible'Possible-' to swim in thethe-
lakes

the-
lakeslakes , rivers and oceans of AlasAlas-Ala-

s'that
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka , 'thatthat' thaithat it can be enjoyable ;

and thatth t there are sets of waterwater-
safety

water-
.safety

water-
safety-safetysafety.safety-. rescue skills available .

Due to this programprpidgrai'npidgraingrafu' , residentsresidents-
of'rural

residents-
of'ruralofof'ruralofrural''rural Alaskan villages have bebe-bebe-

gun
=-"

gun to realize .thatthat.. theythey can dodo-

'something
do-

something'SomethingSomething' to reduce the ex-exex-

tremely
ex-

tremely
ex-

tremely
-

,tremely high rate of drowningsdrownings-
inin Alaska .

The biggest accomplishmentaccomplishment-
isis overcoming the fear of coldcold-
water

cold-
waterwater and learningleaming that peoplepeople-
can

people-
cancan breathe and move and dodo-

something
do-

somethingsomething in the ., water . CampCamp-

Fire
Camp-

FireFire has found that even in coldcold-
waters

cold-
waterswaters like the Bering Sea , peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple can increase their enduranceendurance-
and

endurance-
andand reduce the fear if they arearareare-

willingwilling to try .

Life-SavingLifeSaving-- SkillsSkills-
These

Skills-
These

Skills-
TheseThese two skills can makemake-

the
make-

thethe difference for someone whowho-
falls

who-
fallsfalls into cold water and maymay-
preserve

may-
preservepreserve a life . In villages wherewhere-
Camp

where-
CampCamp Fire has returned , children
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SAINT PAUL ,. PribllofPrlbllofPribilof IslandIslandsIslanch;*; toIIIs OMone of 24 NativetlwrNative VHtagtlritlagesYHf.whlch.witfYHfwhlch.witfYHfwhlchwitf.* which;.

wW par., .

ticipatttlcipataticipate In the Camp FirFire* bush swimming safety.tyty. programprognlm this summarIUmmersummer .,

"EvanEvan"EvenEven" in cold waters liteIIkttlike* thathe Bering SaaSea ,. people canCIIn incraasaIncrease their
"
endurendur-endur-

ance
endur-

ance
¬-

ance and reduce thathe fear if they are willing to try ,:"' Camp Fire sayaAYLsayssaya-

MARK
AYL-

MARKKELLEVPHOTO
says-

MARK
. :.

-MARKMARK-MARKKELLEVPHOTOMARKKELLEVPHOTO-- KELLEY PHOTOGRAPHRAPH

have not only remembered whatwhat-
they

what-
theythey were taught the previousprevious-
year

previous-
yearyear , but have improved theirtheir-
skills

their-
skillsskills on their own .

In Egegik in 1976 a youngyoung-
boy

young-
boyboy had come every day of thethe-

program
the-

programprogram and was taught one dayday-

how
day-

howhow to save a drowning personperson-
by

person-
byby holding out a stick or otherother-
object

other-
objectobject for them to grab on to .

The. very next day , he saved thethe-

life
the-

lifelife of another youngster by

using this technique .

It is with encouragement ofof-

events
of-

eventsevents like this that Camp FireFire-

hopes
Fire-

hopeshopes to be able to continue andand-
expand

and-
expandexpand its water safety programsprograms-
toto include as many Alaskan vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages as possible .

Next : Coming in the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes , a photo page on thethe-
Camp

the-
CampCamp Fire trainee program .

Trainees learn to teach othersothers-
how

others-
howhow to save lifes .


