Top U.S. health
official tours
Alaska facilities

by Holly F. Helmer
Tunidrs Timrs reporier

U.S. Secretary of Health and
Humian Services Louis W Sullivin
was in Anchorage recently 1o look ot
Alaska’s health care status and afso
make an assexsment of the Indian
Health Service and rural community
health aide workers

During a press conference held
Anchorage, Sullivan said his agency
iy committed to continue working with
Aluska health officials 1o insure bet-
ter health services on a statewide basis
which includes Indinn Health Service
hospitals.

“There in a greater presence — of
IHS — in Alaska than other states,”
Sullivan said, recognizing the pereen-
e of the Native nlion s greatet
in Alasks compared 10 other stuies
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Sen Ted Stevens, R-Aliska, invited
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Dhunmg the press conlerende, Wilen
skov ammownced o tentative e icase (o
the amownt it will reimburse the stte
ol Adaska for prowidimg nursing home
vare

A prepraredd stitemaenl sl thie deci
ston 1o pay o higher relmbursemem
rinte than ether states means that the
stiie will recerve mnre thian $12.4
b for services provided Adaskans
wndder the state’s medicaid program.

“Alaskins ' sccess o gquality nurs
i home services, particularly in rom|
areds, would huve been threatened o
HCFA continued to spply Lower 48
mies o Alusks, " Stevertss said.

The stite has been challenging
HOUFA s rate calculations since 1984
As i result of HOFA s decision 1o i
drense rotes for Alaska, the fedeml

wernment will reimburse Alaskn for
$12.4 milion w $20 million in
Medicaid payments mace since |984.



