Wayne Waggoner

! E - * last lagislative seasion by such caring
legislators as Ban Grussendor!, D-Silka.
Virginia Collins, B-Anchorage, Rad
Boucher, D-Anchorage, Bill Hudson, R-
Junpau, Clitt Davidson, D-Kodiak, George
Jacko, D-Padro Bay, and Lyman Hoffman,
D-Bothel

What is HB 4367 It is a bill to protoect
Naltive gravesitos and thel funarary objects

bath historic and prehistoric from disrup-
tion by souvanir huntars and the scientific
Communily

This bill was onginally introduced by
Hap Davidson ol Kodiak whade ovar 20,000

artifacts and the ramans ol a Thngit Shaman who was killed ina battle
betwean the Alauls, Russians and marauding Thngits in 1792, were
removed by ol splll workers and DEC employees KHodiak, \he
Mesopatamia ol the North, suffored appalling Native gravasite
disrupton

Al hard hit was tha Chugach area of Prince Wilham Sound. In all
In this disruption only one vandal was prosacuted. An oll spill worker
removed prahisionc human remaing from a cava on Knight Isiand and
was fined a mere $100, causing John F.C. Johnson of Chugach Alaska
Inc. 1o say. . 'l gives you a waird sanse ol fealing that Native paopla
aren’'l human or something. . that you can go out and meas with thair
burial sites and they'll only fline you $100."

HB 438 would have protecied the aftes and given the grave robber
sultable punishment. Instead, HB 436 was held hostage in the Judiciary
Committes headed by Max Gruenberg, D-Spenard, who vehamently
and violenily refused to release the bill for action on the House Noor

Why? The answer is simpla. He saw big fees for his lellow attorneys
in represanting either the grave desecrators and/or the descendants
af the viotims ol the desecration. It a bill didn't further tha cause of
lawyers, Mr. Gruenberg kept the bill in Judiciary.

This will change_ Il | am alected | will guarantes the passage of HB
436, or one similar on content, which will protect all graveslites in Alaska
from any disruption, whather it be by souvenir hunters, or disguised
in the name of scientific research. It will also guarantee sullable finas
and punishmeant for those who commil such acls.
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