Task force seeks comments on wetlands

The Domeste Policy Coungll's
Welands 1ok Force tisday announci
W wiuld seck public comments on ap
proprate national policies for work-
ing towand the pationid goad ofF “no et
foss o wetlanids, according i he
Llepartiment of the Intenor,

Fhe Task Force announced that 1
winlld  hold - six regional  public
mectings this sumimer

e public mectings stamed
Hismarck, N D, lost week, Peornis,
UL, today, New Ocleans, Aug 27
Oy epie. Wash., Sept. 5, Anchorage,
-"'Hirrr £ and Provedence, R L, Sepr
%

Ihe cities were selected w enable

the Lask lorie W explore the wides)
possible range ol rexonal s Land
LSS

Wetlunds are regarded ns among the
st productive wildliie habins in the
Umated Staes. They also help control
croson and  flonding, abate waier
pollstion, recharge groundwater, and
serve us an idesl setting for many
recreational activities

Podday, less than half the wetlamls
present in the contiguous Limted Stales
remmun fromn colonial times

Uhe public meetings will festure
presentations by anvited  represen-
tatives of state and local governments

arwd the priviate sevtor and iy mwlude

wellamd uxer mterests, Conservalisn
gronipe, sl technics] wetland experts

Also, cach public mecting will ingclude
A OpPen 'I'IIEI'IFIJ'hUI.II: HERNIY llllﬂl'lﬂ'

which pudience members imay presend
their views.

Bach meetiog will attempt o focus
o regional as well oy osnonal wetlind

Eates ironind the country. The Depan-
ment of the Interior s been assigned

prinary respomsibolity for sething up
the public mectings
For those people who are unihle o

aitenad the meetngs, the penod lon
public comment ob working toward

the ““ro net loss"" goul will be open
until Sept. 2K, These commenty will

e summarized and provided (o the
sk ftored Tor s consideration

Anyone wishing (o provide recom
mepdations 1o the jask force is invited

to dooso by sending ther commants b

Wetlunds Coordination Tenm
Room 5138 Main Interior Buldimg
1844 € Sireet, N'W,

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phive (202) 2083148




