‘Time Caretaker’ mask symbolizes beliefs

by Maria Willlams
foi tha Vendre 1imes

Charkic Kartwok, o Upik artist and
village ndvocate, recently compleled
a spiril mask. The ""Tme Caretaker ™
muak 15 @ comples symbal ol the
Yumk beliel system pertaining 1o the
corie world and doneept ol the time
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Bonranuak descoverad through the
clilers thud the mpsks wore pdaed in
e rrne s, diunwces ol s s icons
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our people lived. . becuuse the masks
were an expression of spirdual
strength and the bomd that our people
have with the tand and spirit world, ™
he said

Baniriuak also learned the istory,
myihidogies and traditonal religion of
his people from has early teachers. He
has managed W retain hig strong
villuge vies and commtment (o Nalive
r|_1:!|1l*. il sivereignty

Kobtruiuak is both an artest aod an md
voodle of Alaska Natves, His work,
artisically and politically, symbolics
His commmmitiment W traditional values
His esperience and  researn h have
iddited his suspicion ol the foreign
structires that hove enmiercd Aloska
MOtlve soCicTicy

tstiutional changes brought aboag
by the Aluska Mative Clatrms Setile
menl Ack, chinging lederal and state
fegulotions o subsistence  wnd
Western cducatiwomn] vislues have all
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i o Alpska Native cullures

bbbk eels that o] the trditonal
Vitles systems wie puntined . and
sl wil ] e reate an dguilibrum bet
ween the two vastly tifterent worlds

Kairnuak s concerns about village
piithils and subsasience Issues have Kepl
b very basy, and Tor the past sevieral
years he hasn't hod tome Tor s an
witrk . Becemily, e bécame mvinlved

with musk muking again because he

Pl tha it repuvenated his spiciual es
wall the lund and s people
s what mspires me. motivales

mie, workimg with masks again hus

reminded me a lot about who | am
"My masks strengthen the identity
that I have and the understanding ol
the complex and healthy systems that
our peaple used o live unider.




