Ayayun made sure time is never interrupted

Vhie e parr o thie miask s the
Time Canctiker, ™ and 015 asparn
thut Awayun (Cieat Spenity cresed
o msiare Think e 18 pever imes
rurpitel that  w will  always
(R ARRIT]E

Everything i this world happens
m sequences - the seasons, sun
amd mosn actvity, idal changes
Fhe Time Carctaker watches over
thme so thist it will always be. The
right eye cun see o the future so
that he coan alwayvy be prepared for
iy thing

The center ol the mask is the
Time Curetaker with two rings that
symbolize Mother Eanth and the
Cosmos. The top ol the mask s the
Hrother Son, anid 1the boltom s
Sister Moon. The sides are Yupik
Spinit Drrumomers who assist the
Fime Caretaker i mmintaining the
rhythm of time and life.

The 1w whale ribs on the sides
of the drummers represent the
sparitual bond that Yupiks have with
the earth. The raven spirits and the
spinit feathers re [pn:mﬂ the mystery
and the powerful strength of the
dime Carcaker

The four posts of the mask are
stragetically located and symbolize
the significance of o human being,

her top ot represents Avayun, the
fight post represeots new life, the
hottom post represents growth of
life and renewil and the fefl st
reprresents the end of hfe. All are
plaved an the sequence i which
they oecur

The nner ring 15 an cra known
as the ~"Time-of-Shorter-Days, "' It
wits during this time when the earth
was only rocks and water, wnd there

|

were no people. The outer rings
represeit  the ""Time-of-lunger.
dityn. " This was the begioning ol
tme when Ayayun spread soil over
the rocks and hremthed on carth anmd
gave her hile

The most snpesriant symbol of the
outer rings s that all living thangs
on Mother Eanth  inherited the
power o give life, <o that 15 why
grass grows again, flowers and

trecs  re-seed  and  amimals  amd
humans give Birth.

The mask s made ol yellow
cedar, and the posts are Douglos
Fir. The rings e alder; the
sundmoon, clear pine; the sun/moon
rings, spruce roofs; the sun/moon
posts, seal skin. The drummers,
mven spints and whale ribs are
whale bone, and the spirit feathers
are raven feathers.




