Meeting may help preserve trapping

by Sen. Johne Binkley

for A Tuamden T ey

JUNEAL — A meeting coming up
liter thiv week in Anchorage will
ciowver several ssues impotant 1o the
tuture of Iife morural Adaska

OPINION

Incdigenaonwis Survival Intermational i
wheduled 1o hold s sixth annual
assembly @ the Egan Convention
Center this week, Wednesday through
Friday . | hope the discussions held will
provide some direction Lo the state ol
Adaska about s role m promoting o
healthy econsmy o rural
ConTInnies

Many of the mectings and speakers
dunng the three-day assembly will be
devoied w the 1ssue of tor trapping and
is aportanee o the econmny ol rucal
Adnsk

Trapping has been under assault Too
many vears now, and the level of
pressure by anrmial rights groups o
abwrlish i altogether has been prowing
cach year They have just aboul suc
cected i wiprng out the seal skin trade
i Northern Canada, for example.
beaving the rueal residents there who
depended on these furs for much of
Lhew ivelihood with no alicrmative ex
cEPl EOVEIMMENL Ass1SLance

Thew efforts now are pomarily
directed at shutting down the demind
lor turs n the Buropean markets,
wihich have long been a prime markel
for wald furs from Aluska

Trapping not only provides in-

come to these

: people, but also is
an important part
terms of their relationship
land and the animals living

of their lives in
to the
in the

world'’s last wild places.

The efforts of ihése groups are
nuspguided for a number of reasons,
not the least of which s the fact tha
they completely ignore bow vitsl trap
ming 15 10 thousands of rlc*ualr living
i the rural areas of Alaska, Greenlamd
and Canada. Trupping not only pro
vides income 1o these people, but also
s an amportant part of thewr lives in
terms of therr relationship 1o the land
andl the poimals Tiving i the world s
lnst wild places.

These animals are not endangered,
wnd in most cases not even threatened .
hut the way of life for those who trap
them certmnly will be of these groups
are successiul

And you can be certain if they sug
ceed ol eliminating trapping, their nex
goal will be to put an eénd to the
harvesting of barger animals, including
thise taken strictly for subsistence pur-

poses by ol residents.

Canadian trappers have been
fighting these efforts for several years
now, and 1'm glad 10 see that many
Aluskans have joined the fight. The
task facing us is going to be largely
cducational, convincing people hiving
witside remote arcas of the umporance
ol anmmal harvesting to roml residents

The Yukon Flats ares, fql example,
covers 10,00 square mules and s
home 10 mne Native villages where

rrapping, hunting and fishing provide
the only stable sources of income
Trapping has been un important par
of the sconomy since the Hudson Bay
Co. first opened a trading post in Fon
Yukon in the |B40s. If it were (o be
climinnted, there simply 15 no other
economic activity that could step in
and replace 1t

Organizations such as Indigenous
Survival Internotional will be mmpor-
tant if we are to be successful i over
coming the assaull against not only
trapping, but on every aspect of rural
life that involves harvesting animads
The alliance consists of indigenous
peoples from Alaska, Canada and
Greenland and represents more than
1.5 million people whiv take their
livelibood from the land

| hope the discussions in the upeom-
ing assembly will result in an even
more united effort between the par-
ucipating counines in developng
sIMiegies [0 PIeserve an important parn
of life for urdl people. And | en-
cournge the participanis 10 direci
resolutions (o the state of Alaskas, lay-
ing out what we can do as o state 10
help in the effort and asking for than
specific assistance



